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Dear Parents,

WELCOME!
It is great to be back!
I would like to welcome all our students and families as we embark upon another
academic year at St Francis. We especially welcome our new students in Prep and
indeed those that have joined us in other year levels. It is an exciting time for
everyone at the beginning of a school year and it was pleasing to see the students
bounce in on the first day of school.
Over the school holidays numerous works have again taken place throughout the
school. One standout feature is that we have landscaped and installed new
playgrounds at the rear of the school behind the Hall and Library. We have also
painted the interior and exterior of both Halls to give them a freshen up. The works
on the back oval are now completed and the drop off and pick up will operate the
same as last year. (Gates will open at 8.30 am and will be closed at 9 am, they will
then be opened at 3.10 pm and closed at 3.50pm).
I look forward to constructing a large sports shed between the vegetable garden
and the back oval in the near future which I envisage housing a class set of bikes
for the children to ride during Bike Ed classes at the school.
Our staff are looking forward to working with you and your child during the coming
year and you can be assured they will give their very best to make this a fulfilling
year for every child at our school.
I encourage all our community to be active participants in the education of our
students. Education is very much a partnership between students, parents and
teachers. The most important ingredient in any community is open, honest and
regular communication.
I extend a special welcome to the following staff who begin their association with
our school: Classroom teachers: Miss Jacqueline Barber (Year 1B) and Mr. James
Ferguson (Year 6F).

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR PREPS ON THEIR FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

ASSESSMENTS
The school wide assessments last week proceeded very smoothly. The teachers appreciated meeting parents and
students in a relaxed manner before having the whole class together. Teachers were also very excited to be able to
complete the bulk of their testing so early in the term. This format means that the teachers now have the data they
need to focus on individual needs from the beginning of this week.

OPENING SCHOOL MASS
Parents are most welcome to join us for our Opening School Mass on Thursday, 6th February at 10.15 am under
the shade sails. (Weather permitting)

NEWSLETTERS
We will again be sending our newsletter via email and Compass this year. The newsletter is also posted on the
school website each week.

SKOOLBAG APP
Parents are reminded that we will not be using the Skoolbag App in 2020. All notifications / alerts will be issued
through Compass in 2020.

2021 PREP ENROLMENTS
Enrolment Forms are available from the School Office for Prep 2021. Current families are asked to collect your
enrolment package from the office or phone them to have one sent home. New families can contact the office and
an enrolment pack will be mailed. To assist our planning it would be appreciated if existing families can lodge
enrolments over the next couple of weeks. Our first Open Day is set to coincide with the upcoming Working Bee on
Saturday, 22nd February.

EARLY NOTICE—SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
Please note that there will be a Pupil Free day on the 27th February. This will coincide with our Parent / Teacher
Chats which are scheduled for the same day. Out of School Hours Care will be operating on this day.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
Families who may be considering a mid-term holiday please note that our school photographs have been
scheduled for the 17th February and 18th February, 2020. The children will need to wear full Summer school
uniform on these days even if they have sport or PMP on one of the days. Details on how to order school photos
are elsewhere in the bulletin and are being sent home today.

WORKING BEE / OPEN DAY
Our first Working Bee has been scheduled for Saturday 22nd February. Mark this day in your
calendar as it is a good way to come and meet a few families and complete some productive
maintenance tasks. As in previous years on this day we also invite prospective families to come
and view our facilities and to chat with members of our school community.

EARLY NOTICE—PLAIN CLOTHES DAY—TUESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY
Our first Plain Clothes Day for the year will be on Tuesday 25th February. Each family is asked to
donate a multi pack of chocolates for the Parish/School Fair which will be held on 22nd March. (If
possible could I ask when purchasing a multi pack of chocolates that you avoid Snickers and Picnic
bars due to their elements of nuts?)

2020 PREP INFORMATION EVENING
This will be held on Thursday, 20th February commencing at 6 pm. The evening will be held in the Prep
classrooms. We ask that parents make alternate arrangements for their children. A note will be sent home
shortly.

SHROVE TUESDAY
Tuesday 25th February is Shrove Tuesday. The Parents’ Association will be providing a
pancake for each child. Order forms will be sent home soon. The Parents’ Association are also
in need of parents to assist with the cooking and distribution of pancakes. If you could give
some time on this day it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Nicole Meyer
0466 821 228, if you can assist.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM
In 2020 we will again be facilitating instrumental music lessons. We have a team of 10 instrumental music
teachers who are on staff here at St. Francis. We are offering piano, guitar, keyboard, drums, violin and singing.
Lessons will begin during this week beginning 4th February. Enrolment forms are available from the school office.
Please Note: The Instrumental Music Program is offered to students from Year 1 – 6.
If you have any questions regarding the program please speak to either Pina Fusillo or myself.

PARENT / TEACHER MEETINGS
Will take place on Thursday, 27th February (11 am — 8 pm). Further information will follow will be sent home this
week regarding preparation and bookings. Please note: We have organised a school closure on this day.

SCHOOL FEES & PAYMENT PLANS
School Fees will be sent home this week. Statements will be sent to all families.
If you opt to pay your fees via instalments:

Instalment 1 is due by 13/3/2020




Instalment 2 is due by 29/5/2020

Instalment 3 is due by 28/8/2020
If you have arranged a payment plan for 2020—these fees are covered by your payment plan.
Thank you to all families who have already made arrangements to pay via direct debit or automatic credit card
payments. Parents wishing to complete a payment plan are asked to send the completed paperwork to the school
office as soon as possible. It is preferred that payments commence before the end of February and are finalised
by November. Payments may be made by cash, cheque or EFT at the school office from 8am to 4pm. If you are
unable to come to the school, direct transfer payments may be made to our school fee account (BSB 083 347 A/C
528755292). Please include your child’s surname in the reference. If you have any queries, please contact Anne
Coleiro or Mary Milione at the school office or email accounts@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND)
If you hold a valid means tested health care card or are a foster parent, you may be eligible for Camps, Sports &
Excursion Fund (CSEF). The annual CSEF amount for primary school students is $125.00. The CSEF is paid directly
to your child's school to be used towards camps, sports and excursion expenses for the benefit of eligible students.
The card must be valid as at 28th January 2020. Parents can obtain a form from the school office or download a
form from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef The school can accept applications up to 24th June 2020 however
parents are encouraged to lodge their form early. We are unable to accept late applications. The school also
requires a copy of your current health care card.

JUNIOR ATHLETICS
Our Prep – Year 2 Athletics has been scheduled for Tuesday 10th March. The Athletics Carnival will take place on
the school oval early in the school day. (9.30 am – 11 am).

SCHOOL UNIFORM
We would like to encourage all students to wear the correct school uniform. This means some accessories such as
wrist bands, multi-coloured hair bands etc. should not be worn. I ask parents to check labels are on all items of
clothing. School shoes must be worn every school day except on their PE day. (Please Note: Our Prep students
need to wear their Sports Uniform on Monday for PMP and Friday for PE.)

PARENT HELPERS / WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS
All parents assisting in the school are required to complete a working with children check. Those who have already
placed an application will have received a receipt or a WWC Card. If you have either of these you are eligible to
assist in classes. We do want our parents to be involved in the classes so please complete the necessary
application online or at the post office as soon as possible. If you have any queries please contact the school
office.

START OF SCHOOL EACH DAY
Children are expected to be at school no later than 8.45 am so that bags can be unpacked and belongings put
away. In an effort to have the children settled and ready for their literacy block at 9 am each day the first bell will
ring at 8.45 am. Upon this bell sounding all students will move into classes. PLEASE NOTE: NO CHILD SHOULD BE
ON THE SCHOOL PREMISES PRIOR TO 8:30 AM. STUDENTS ARE TO BE COLLECTED NO LATER THAN 3:45 PM
(Students present at the school outside these times will be taken to Before / After School Care and a fee will
apply.)

SIGNING IN AND OUT
Parents who take a child out of school during school hours must sign the child out and sign the child back in when
the child returns. Parents are asked to try to avoid collecting students during the lunch and recess breaks as it is
often difficult locating the children on the yard. All parents are expected to sign in at the office when visiting. No
adult should be in the school grounds without wearing a visitor’s badge.

PARKING
As in all schools pick up and drop off times can be extremely hectic. We do have a number of options for parents
which include the staff car park, the drive through area in front of the church, the back sports oval drive through
road, as well as the shopping centre next door. If parents wish to park they will need to use the shopping centre
carpark. The other access points are only for drive through drop off and pickup. I ask that all parents be extremely
mindful of the safety of the students. Please take your time and observe all regulations as haste may cause an
accident.

STAFF CARPARK
This is a drive through area for drop off and pick up. ONLY STAFF ARE PERMITTED TO PARK IN THIS CARPARK.
PARENTS ARE ASKED NOT TO PARK IN THIS AREA EVEN IF FOR A BRIEF MOMENT! TRAFFIC IS ONE WAY ONLY—DO
NOT DRIVE AGAINST THE FLOW OF TRAFFIC. To allow parents easy access to Before School Care I am asking that
parents who are using the staff car park to drop off children do not queue up before 8.20 am. If you do, you will
be asked to move on by school staff.
PS: The gates are locked at 9.05 am and re-opened at 3 pm each day to ensure the safety of our children.

CHURCH DRIVE THROUGH
This drive through area is one of our main points for drop off and pick up. PLEASE NOTE: This area is single lane
entry even though it is 2 lanes wide. If you are waiting at pick up time at the front of the queue for too long you may
be asked to move to one of the parking bays, so please ask your children to move quickly to pick up areas after
school so that the traffic flows.

PREP & YEAR 1 GATE AREA
This gate will be open after school. Please ensure that the following steps are taken to ensure safety for all:

Hold children’s hands at all times.






Reverse park into parking spaces.
Walk along the very side of the road no more than 2 abreast.
Do not cross at the corner. Visibility on this corner is limited.
No student is to exit without the presence of an adult.

RETURN OF FORMS
The beginning of any new school year requires us to seek information from parents in many areas. Over the next
few days numerous notes will be sent home to parents. I realise it can be very difficult to keep up with them all. It
would be appreciated if all forms be returned ASAP.
IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS YOU WILL BE RECEIVING THE FOLLOWING NOTES THAT NEED TO BE RETURNED:
Asthma Note - Please complete and return to your classroom teacher even if your child does not suffer from
asthma. Please return by Wednesday, 19th February.
Family Verification Report – Please check and update all the details and return to the classroom teacher as soon
as possible.

SUNSMART
We are a Sunsmart school which means that we have a “NO HAT NO PLAY” policy. School hats are to be worn
outside at all times during Term 1.

NUT ALLERGIES!!!!!!!!!
We have many children that suffer severe reactions to nut based products. The consequences of these allergies
are life threatening. Consequently, we ask that no nut based products (especially Peanut Butter and Nutella
sandwiches) are brought to school. Due to these allergies and the health of our children we have made the
decision that children are not to share food at the school. This means that families are not to send along birthday
cakes, lolly bags or treats for children’s birthdays. Alternately parents may send stickers, pencils, erasers etc., to
celebrate their child’s birthday. I realise this can be inconvenient for parents and children but I am pleading to all
parents to support us in ensuring the safety of our students.

2020 SACRAMENTAL DATES
I would like to advise parents that we have set dates for 2020 First Reconciliation, First Holy Eucharist and
Confirmation. Below is a schedule of these for your reference.

FIRST RECONCILIATION—2020
Year 3A
Year 3D
Year 3N
Year 3P
Year 3R
Year 3S

Tuesday 17th March at 10 am
Wednesday 18th March at 10 am
Wednesday 18th March at 12 noon
Thursday 19th March at 10 am
Thursday 19th March at 12 noon
Friday 20th March at 10 am

FIRST EUCHARIST—2020
Year 3P
Year 3D
Year 3N
Year 3A
Year 3R
Year 3S

Saturday 13th June at 11.30 am
Sunday 14th June at 1 pm
Sunday 14th June at 3 pm
Saturday 20th June at 11 am
Sunday 21st June at 1 pm
Sunday 21st June at 3 pm

CONFIRMATION 2020
Year 6C
Year 6J
Year 6M
Year 6H
Year 6F
Year 6W

Friday 28th August at 7 pm
Friday 28th August at 7 pm
Sunday 30th August at 1 pm
Sunday 30th August at 1 pm
Sunday 30th August at 3 pm
Sunday 30th August at 3 pm

CATHOLIC SECONDARY COLLEGE ENROLMENT (STUDENTS STARTING YEAR 7 IN 2022)
If your child is currently in Year 5 (2020), now is the time to enrol for a place at a CATHOLIC secondary college
for the 2022 academic year. Below are some important dates to be aware of:
Key enrolment dates for our current Year 5 students in 2020 starting Year 7 in 2022
Critical Dates

Term 1 – 28 January 2020: Applications for Year 5 students commencing Year 7 in 2022 open.

Term 3 – 21 August 2020: Applications close.

Term 4 – 15 October 2020: Offers posted to prospective Year 7, 2022 applicants.

Term 4 – 6 November 2020: Final date for families to accept offer made by school.
Should you wish to enrol your child in a government secondary school, this will be facilitated through the transition
coordinator in 2021 when your child is in Year 6. For transition enquiries please email (Brooke Brennan,
Transition Coordinator) at bbrennan@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au and she will assist you.

Congratulations

to Enrico M (6F) on his fantastic efforts at the Coerver
Coaching Asia Pacific Performance Camp and congratulations on being selected as
the U12/13 Squad Player of the Asia Pacific Performance Camp 2020.
God bless

Mark Basile
Principal

Congratulations to the following children who have recently been awarded Blue Badges:
Eva J (1K), Iza M (2B), Giuliana C (1F), Ivy U (2H), Ryan D (3D), Kyra A (2I), Kiara C (4S),
Bethel M (1F), Savanah G (3S), Christopher K (3R), Samuel I (2G) , Matias D (3R),
Anton D (5C), Ava C (6M), Charlotte C (2B), Orlando D (3A) and Ellie C (2P).

THANK YOU

A very big thank you to everyone in the school community who kindly donated their school shoes on the last day
of Term 4. It was overwhelming to receive 153 pairs of used school shoes. The school shoes have been donated
to St Vincent de Paul. They are extremely grateful for the donation and plan to distribute the school shoes to
their store locations throughout Victoria and to the Primary Schools in the bush fire areas who are in desperate
need of kids clothing and shoes. Thank you again for your donation - Olivia F (6M)

We congratulate Olivia on her initiative!

THANK YOU
To the St. Francis of Assisi Primary School students and parents,
What an awesome result to the St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal 2019.
You made the recipients’ Christmas so much merrier. Thank you so very much
The St. Vincent de Paul Society,
Mill Park Conference

MORE OF OUR PREP FAMILIES …..

CALENDAR DATES
FOR
THE NEXT FORTNIGHT

Preps half day of school this week (8.45 am - 12.30 pm)
Wednesday February 5

No Preps today (Rest Day)

Thursday February 6

Opening School Mass (10.15 am) under the shade sails

Friday February 7

Year 6 Interschool Sport Team Selection

Monday February 10

Prep PMP (Preps to wear Sport Uniform today)

Monday February 10

Year 1 & 2 Assembly (Year 2I & 2P presenting) 2.40 pm in the hall. All
welcome!

Tuesday February 11

Safer Internet Day

Wednesday February 12

No Preps today (Rest Day)

Friday February 14

Year 6 Interschool Sport (9 am—11 am)

Friday February 14

Parents’ Association Meeting 9.15 am in the Community Room. Please join
us!

ASSEMBLY TIMETABLE
DATE
Monday February 10

YEAR LEVEL

HOSTING CLASS

Year 1 & 2

Year 2I & 2P

Print this page and place it on
your fridge

Learning and Teaching
Welcome To Our Preps!
Welcome to our 2020 Prep students. Our Prep team have been
busy building positive relationships and settling our Prep
students into their new school environment. The transition from
Kindergarten to Primary School is a big step for both parents
and children, and here at St Francis we support this process by
ensuring our students ease into school life with shorter school
days. Below you will see some of our Prep students settling into
their school day by learning to work and play successfully with
their new peers.

Congratulations to our excellent Preps for a terrific start to 2020. We look forward to an amazing year of learning
and development for you all.
If you have any queries or questions about the learning and teaching practices at St Francis, please feel free to
contact me on (03) 9407 3100 or via email at christina.rafael@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au.

Christina Rafael
Leader of Learning and Teaching

MUSIC NEWS
Dear Parents and Students,
Welcome to all aspiring and continuing music students at SFOA. I have so much to tell you - make sure you read
to the end!!
If you are not yet enrolled in our Instrumental or Choral programs, now is the time!
St Francis of Assisi offers an incredible amount of choice to students interested in music. Everything from piano
and keyboard, strings, guitar, percussion and voice through to the ensembles, Rock Band, Vocal Harmony and
Intermediate Band. The Ensembles are a fantastic way to join with others who also enjoy learning to sing and
play.
Instrumental application forms are on the website or at the office. It’s not too late to start and the benefits are
marvelous.
If you already learn an instrument then joining an Ensemble is the next step for you! If you sing - even if only in
the shower - join the Choir or Vocal harmony group, Music is meant to be a shared experience.
Check the details below and come along to try out.
ALL Ensembles will begin in Week 3 (Week beginning Monday 10th February) ALL Ensembles are free to join.
Rock Band (Year 5 & 6): Tuesday mornings at 8 am - try out over the next couple of weeks. We need guitarists,
drummers and keyboard players who have been learning for at least 2 years. Just rock up on Tuesday 11th
February.
Intermediate Band and Strings (Year 3, 4, 5 & 6): Wednesday Mornings at 8 am - for anyone who would like to
join a group of enthusiastic musicians - Violin, Cello, Keyboard and Guitar.
Come along and have a play on Wednesdays, Bring your instrument. Begins in Week 3
Vocal Harmony Group: (Year 4, 5 & 6 ) Thursday mornings 8 am. Learn to sing in parts and develop your musical
ear. We need people who have a good ear and can sing in tune. We are aiming for acapella success! Come
along and audition!!! You only have to sing for me!
Choir: Choir rehearsals take place on Tuesdays at Lunchtime (first half only) and are open to anyone who is keen
to sing, especially at Mass (Year 1—6).
Still not convinced you should begin?? Are you a bit nervous?? Come and see me in the Music Room and have a
chat .
I haven’t yet met anyone who hasn’t been touched by Music in some form or other. We all sing along and move to
songs we love. Music accompanies all the major events in our lives from birthdays and Christmas and liturgies at
St Francis to the AFL and all other major events in our city. Every culture in the world is defined by its Music and
Music education is so beneficial to each child’s growth and development. So, if you haven’t organised your
child’s musical adventure, 2020 should be the year for you!
Instruments for Sale - If you are looking to buy a brass or wind instrument for a child in secondary school - SFOA
has Saxophones, Trumpets, Clarinets and Flutes for sale. Give the Music Department a call.
Christine Grey
SFOA Music

Parents’ Association News
Hello Parents,
Welcome to a new school year and welcome new prep parents. I hope your children have settled in and are
looking forward to the year ahead.
As you are aware the Parents’ Association raise funds and provide a number of events for our children
throughout the school year including:

Pancake Tuesday (25th February 2020)

Hot food days (twice per term)

School Disco

Mother’s and Fathers’ Day stalls

iPad-a-thon
The main goals of the Parents’ Association is providing a service to the children through our hot food days and
fundraising.
All the funds raised by the Parents’ Association are returned to the school via purchases of school equipment,
books and other resources.
Did you know the work of Parents’ Association has paid for:
2011
Synthetic grass outside Grade 1 Building
2012
Blue Report Folders
2012
Gazebo
2013
Blue Report Folders
2014
Literacy Program kits
2015
Prep Playground equipment
2016
Synthetic turf (Basketball Courts)
2017
Rubber softfall in the Prep Playground
2018
Senior Playground equipment
2019
More Senior Playground equipment.
Over $250,000 in 8 years. All children benefit from the work of the Parents’ Association.

Want to help the Parents’ Association or find out more?
During the year we will be sending out emails asking for assistance. This can be anything - helping out at a
school event such as upcoming Pancake Tuesday (25th Feb) Hot food days etc . If you are able to help we will
advise which co-ordinator you can contact and provide their contact details. If you may have younger children we
will also let you know if you can bring them along.
There is no requirement to sit on the Parents’ Association Committee or run an event, however if you are
interested in getting more involved we have a great team of committed mums and a fabulous support network.
No one works on their own, we all help each other to do the best for our students.
The St Francis of Assisi Parents’ Association is holding its first general meeting on Friday 14th February at 9.15
am in the Community Room. For new parents to St Francis our meetings are open to everyone to attend.
Feel free to contact me at papres@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au
There will be plenty of opportunities to help, look out for Parents’ Association news and events in the newsletter.
Lastly, this year new committee members are:

Jessica Guzman & Katy Weng - Co-Presidents
Melanie Sheather - Treasurer

Welcome aboard!
I hope to see you all during the year.
Regards,
Katy Weng, On behalf of the St Francis of Assisi Parents’ Association

School Photo Day 2020 – St Francis of Assisi School
School photos (including family photos) will be taken on 17 February & 18 February, 2020.
IMPORTANT - To ensure a sibling photo is taken on photo day, please complete your request online in addition to
ordering individual portraits.
Grab your phone and go to arphotos.typeform.com/to/CGCfWv

Enter the name and class of the eldest child to be in the photo

Enter the names of all other children to be included in the photo
There is no need to return any forms or payment to school for photos before photo day however if you do not have
internet access you may contact the school for an order form. School photo ordering details will be issued closer
to photo day.

Community News

ST MONICA’S COLLEGE EPPING - MORNING TEAS with the PRINCIPAL
TERM 1
Friday 28 February 2020
Wednesday 4 March 2020
All Tours commence from the Augustine House College Administration 9.30am.
To make a booking online visit www.stmonicas-epping.com
For further information please contact the College Registrar,
Mrs Enza Sinopoli on 9409 8444
ENROLMENTS
Enrolments are currently being accepted for Year 7 2021 – 2023.
Please note that 2022 enrolments will close on Friday 21 August, 2020.

Community News

