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Newsletter No. 10

Dear Parents,
Normally, when writing the first newsletter I would be welcoming all our families back for the beginning of a new
term. Instead, we are still in uncertain times unsure of what the future holds for all of us. I am conscious of
everyone’s safety and pray that none of our community is harmed by the COVID-19. I implore everyone to stay
indoors and keep safe especially those mothers who are pregnant or families with infant children, and especially
our grandparents.
Over the past month, we have been navigating through unchartered territory. Upon reflection, I am proud of what
our staff were able to put in place in such a short period of time. I have always been conscious of not wanting to
overwhelm staff, students and families while providing a safe and practical remote learning environment.
I understand that many students are missing their friends and the connection with their teachers. I am sure that
we will be together again shortly. I want to thank all our parents for their overwhelming support of what we are
doing here. I know that it is challenging (and sometimes frustrating!) for all parents to home school their children.
I would like to recognise your efforts in keeping students and staff at school to a minimum. I thank you for this.
Lastly, I would like to thank our teaching staff and leadership team who are working harder than they ever have
before. I am so proud of them, and forever grateful for the effort they have put in to ensure that students are able
to continue learning. The teachers continue to adapt their processes to cater for the learning needs of all students
and are supporting the parents whilst juggling their own commitments.
While I am on the topic of thanking people, I cannot praise the support, patience and dedication of our eLearning
Leader, Mrs. Andrea Dato highly enough. I am sure that every parent and student in the school has been in
contact with Andrea over the past month. While juggling her own family commitments, she continues to go above
and beyond to ensure that our digital learning platform is maintained to the highest standard and troubleshoots
problems for all of our 1,170 students and 120 staff.
At this point in time, we are still uncertain as to what the rest of Term 2 will look like. Hopefully after May 11, there
will be further direction. For the moment, we will continue to provide remote learning. I will update you with any
changes as soon as I am informed from the CECV.
Just a reminder to parents who are dropping their children to school the 40 km speed limit still applies around the
school.

OVER THE BREAK
We have had a very busy period at the school throughout the holidays. During this time all gas heaters and air
conditioning units have been serviced. All the playgrounds and buildings have had a fresh lick of paint and the
back oval has been groomed for the children to play on again when we are able to.

OUR ANZAC LEGACY
This year marked 105 years since the first brave young Australian soldiers rushed ashore at Gallipoli, unaware they
would create a legacy and an enduring identity that helps to define today's Australians. Our communities
throughout Australia paused to reflect on the significance of ANZAC day. Personally, it was quite touching to see
people stand at the end of their driveways with candles lit to honour the legacy of those who have proudly served
our country. It remains essential that our children learn about ANZAC Day ensuring that it remains an integral part
of our "collective memory" as a young nation.

SOME OF OUR STUDENTS LEARNING FROM HOME
Thank you so much to our parents and carers for your patience, feedback and support as we have navigated our
learning grids and all joined in this new experience of teaching & learning remotely. We know there have been
many success stories of students learning from home, enjoying the tasks set by their teachers and we have loved
receiving some great pictures from parents of students learning creatively from home.
Emma C & Chelsea C from PF and 1S
Made a graph using their toys

Christian V & Xavier V from 1A and PU have set up their little
sister Olivia as a St Francis student, two years early!

Liam R in 3P had a wonderful Maths lesson learning to bake
with his Mum Belinda, working on a recipe, doubling it,
practising his fractions using 1/2, 1/3 and 1/4 cups and
eventually getting to eat his creations. Yum!

MOTHER’S DAY
I hope that all of our mothers will be spoilt on Sunday. Thank you for all that you do. Below is a prayer that
captures the essence of being a mum.

A Prayer for all Mothers
Thank you, Lord, that you fill a mother’s heart with love,
That you have instilled in her the need to protect her children if at all possible,
Thank you for giving her the gift of nurturing her children,
of teaching them, of comforting them,
for feeding them and making a safe place for them.
For guiding them to be all that God has created them to be.
Fill every mother with love, wisdom and endurance,
with strength and patience and joy.
Give them the ability to forgive again and again.
Enable her to rely on you and call upon you, because
you will give her all she needs.
In your precious and all powerful name,
Amen.
Unfortunately, due to current circumstances we will not be able to host our annual Mother’s Day Breakfast which is
a highlight for our school community. We will be thinking of you all this Sunday.

NAPLAN — YEARS 3 & 5
Please note that the NAPLAN nationwide testing in Literacy and Numeracy for Year 3 & 5 students has been
cancelled for this year, due to the current circumstances.

2021 PREP ENROLMENTS
If you know of any new families who are thinking of enrolling at St. Francis for 2021 please encourage them to put
in an application as soon as possible. Enrolments close 22nd May, 2020. Enrolment Forms are available at the
school office and current families are asked to please submit an enrolment form as soon as possible so we can
start accounting for how many places we have to offer for our new families.

SACRAMENTAL UPDATE FOR YEAR 3 & 6 PARENTS
We wish to notify all families that after receiving communication from Fr Anthony and the Archbishop’s Office, the
tentative dates previously advertised for First Eucharist in October will no longer be possible. Fr Anthony, in
partnership with Bishop Terry Curtin is currently developing a revised sacramental schedule for the students at St
Francis of Assisi for both First Eucharist and Confirmation. Our intention is to celebrate both of these sacraments
during Term 4, 2020 as long as it is safe and permissible to do so. As soon as dates have been finalised by Fr
Anthony and ratified by Bishop Terry Curtin we will notify families immediately via the Compass App. We thank you
for your continued flexibility, patience and support in this matter.

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND)
If you hold a valid means tested health care card or are a foster parent, you may be eligible for Camps, Sports &
Excursion Fund (CSEF). The annual CSEF amount for primary school students is $125.00. The CSEF is paid directly
to your child's school to be used towards camps, sports and excursion expenses for the benefit of eligible students.
The card must be valid as at 28th January 2020. Parents can obtain a form from the school office or download a
form from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef. The school can accept applications up to 24th June, 2020 however
parents are encouraged to lodge their form early. We are unable to accept late applications. The school also
requires a copy of your current health care card.

CATHOLIC SECONDARY COLLEGE ENROLMENT (STUDENTS STARTING YEAR 7 IN 2022)
If your child is currently in Year 5 (2020), now is the time to enrol for a place at a CATHOLIC secondary college
for the 2022 academic year. Below are some important dates to be aware of:

Key enrolment dates for our current Year 5 students in 2020 starting Year 7 in 2022
Critical Dates

Term 1 – 28 January 2020: Applications for Year 5 students commencing Year 7 in 2022 open.

Term 3 – 21 August 2020: Applications close.

Term 4 – 15 October 2020: Offers posted to prospective Year 7, 2022 applicants.

Term 4 – 6 November 2020: Final date for families to accept offer made by school.
Should you wish to enrol your child in a government secondary school, this will be facilitated through the transition
coordinator in 2021 when your child is in Year 6. For transition enquiries please email (Brooke Brennan, Transition
Coordinator) at bbrennan@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au and she will assist you.
God bless

Mark Basile
Principal

ENROLMENTS

Enrolments are currently being accepted for Year 7 2021
– 2023.
Please note that 2022 enrolments will close on Friday 21
August, 2020.
You can Enrol NOW online, please go to the College
Webpage.
www.stmonicas-epping.com

