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Dear Parents,

WELCOME BACK OUR JUNIOR GRADES
It was great to see our junior students swarm through the gates this week and it
was uplifting to watch them playing with their friends in the yard. It is amazing how
quiet and lonely a school can be without children. This period without them has
made me realise how much we need children around us for our own wellbeing. So
I would like to say a big thank you for gracing us with your children each day. I can
honestly say I missed them dearly.
I look forward to getting back to some normality when our senior school returns on
Tuesday, June 9. I especially want to catch up with our Year 6 students who have
missed out on a lot of events throughout the Semester.

SANITISING – COVID 19
I want to take this opportunity to reassure parents about cleaning procedures in place here at school. To put your
mind at ease;








I have employed a cleaner throughout the day to continually clean the toilet blocks throughout the school.
We are sanitising doors and door handles regularly throughout the day.
We are sanitising playground equipment regularly throughout the day.
We are sanitising tables and benchtops within the classrooms regularly throughout the day.
Classrooms are vacuumed on a nightly basis. (Prior to Covid rooms were vacuumed every second night).
We have purchased spraying equipment for our maintenance men to regularly spray and sanitise
playgrounds, outdoor equipment and external parts of the buildings.
We have purchased 2 fogging machines for our maintenance men to regularly fog/sanitise classrooms and
the internal parts of buildings.

Of course, we won’t be doing any of this sanitising when children are about and all the disinfectants are natural
ingredients and safe to use around children.

TERM 2 SCHOOL FEES
Father Anthony, Bernard Negline (School Accountant) and I have been crunching numbers to see if we can afford a
discount for family school fees during Term 2. Unfortunately, we won’t be able to offer any discounts even though
the majority of students have been learning remotely from home. Although we have saved on some costs such as
utility bills and excursions/incursions over the past 6 weeks, we have maintained our staff wages which is the
majority of our expense and have incurred additional costs.
Please Note; that at the beginning of the year we didn’t increase school fees from last year and extra cleaning and
sanitising costs due to Covid have increased our expenses significantly. For our school to remain financially viable,
we will need to continue the planned fee arrangement as budgeted at the start of this calendar year. If you are
having financial difficulty meeting the payment of fees please contact Anne Coleiro or Mary Millione (School
Bursars).

MORNING DROP OFF
This week we will continue to stagger our start times to lessen the volume of foot traffic through the gates at one
time.
8.45 am: Gates will open (all families with surnames beginning A – L to enter the gates).
9.00 am: All families with surnames beginning M – Z to enter the gates.
This is for families who are choosing to walk their children into school. All gates will be open in the morning,
including the gate near the Year 1 classrooms.
If you are using one of our three drop off points in your car (Church, Teacher’s Carpark, Oval) you may drop your
child off any time from 8.45 am. Please do not allow your child to exit the car until 8.45 am.
Please note – no parent is to enter the classroom before or after school. If you need to communicate with your
child’s teacher please continue to do so via phone or email. The Parent Helper Program will not be operating until
further notice.

When you do walk your child in through the gates, we ask you to adhere to the following:
Maintain a respectable social distance from other parents / staff members
Please walk your child straight to their classroom (do not allow children to play on playground equipment)
When you arrive at your child’s classroom you are to remain at least 10 metres away from the classroom entrance
(this allows you to see your child enter the classroom so you can relax for the rest of the day!)
We ask that you minimise your time on site during drop off and pick up. Please do not socialise in the school yard.

AFTERNOON PICK UP
End of school day arrangements will remain as normal (3.30 pm finish time for all students). Please follow the
rules of social distancing, not entering classrooms or using playground equipment at the end of the day. All gates
and pick up / drop off points will be open at the end of the day also.
Some of our parents have asked why we are not having a staggered pick up in the afternoons. It is difficult to
decide how to do this as our school is so large. My aim is to abide by the most efficient, safest and straight forward
process.
Historically we have trialled staggered finishes due to the size of the school but they have never worked out. When
we did trial it, we found parents in pickup lines who were at the later pick up would be in front of people in the
earlier pick up causing traffic problems. Not to mention children waiting for cousins to go home in the later release,
would play on the playgrounds unsupervised or head over to the shops while they were waiting for the 15 minutes
to elapse.
So I have chosen not to have a staggered finish in the afternoon for these reasons.
We are pretty efficient at clearing the school grounds by 3.45 pm, and there should not be anyone remaining on
school grounds after this time. Please ensure that your children do not play on the playground after school. Thank
you for your support.

REMOTE LEARNING YEAR 3-6
This week (Tuesday, June 1 – Friday, June 5), our Years Three to Six students will continue to be supported
remotely with our existing Home Learning Protocols (Learning Grids, Resource Slides and Additional Worksheet
Learning Packs.)
Please note: We will continue to supervise the Year 3 - 6 children of essential service workers only in the Year 6
building (until Friday, 5th June.) Please try to avoid sending your child to school in Years 3 – 6 if they can still learn
from home.
On Tuesday, 9th June, our Year Three, Four, Five and Six students will return to school in a somewhat normal
capacity.
Please ensure that your child has a water bottle at school as the drinking taps around the school will not be
available.

2021 PREP ACCEPTANCE LETTERS
We have mailed out offers of places for Prep 2021 for our existing families.
Acceptances must be returned to the School by Wednesday, 10th June to confirm your child’s place for 2021
We ask that existing families that have received an offer please acknowledge this by returning the acceptance of
the place as soon as possible. This will assist us in determining the number of places we can offer to other families.
If you are contemplating repeating you child for 4 year old kinder could you please inform me as soon as possible.
This will open up a place for another child who is on the waiting list. (New families will have their letters posted on
June 6)

2021 PREP INTERVIEWS
Enclosed with our existing family acceptance letters are booking instructions for our Prep Interviews which will take
place in the last two weeks of term 2. This is an opportunity for members of our Leadership Team to meet with our
2021 Prep children.

HOT FOOD DAYS / ASSEMBLIES / EXCURSIONS
I know that the children look forward to these but at the moment Hot Food Day’s, Assemblies and excursions/
incursions have been cancelled until further notice.

MID–YEAR REPORTS
On Tuesday 21st July, you will receive your child’s Mid-Year Student Progress Reports via our Compass App.
We are very proud of the way all our students’ have adapted to Remote Learning and reached their personalised
achievements. The July Report will be different to last years as we have modified them to reflect Remote Learning.
IMPORTANT:
Please note that due to current circumstances the Learning Assessment Journals will not be coming home this
term. I look forward to the children presenting them to you at the end of Term 3.

PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS
These will occur during Weeks 3 and 4 of next term. To minimise the number of people on site, interviews will be
conducted over the phone. After considering a number of options we feel that this arrangement is the simplest
and most practical way to communicate without having to worry about the complexities of technology. Teachers
will email parents during Week 2 (week beginning 20th July) of next term to arrange a suitable time.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM
Instrumental Music enrolments for Term 3 can be collected from the School Office or can be downloaded from our
website. Only new students need apply as existing students already enrolled will automatically be re-enrolled for
next term.
Children already on a waiting list will be processed and placed in the program for Term 3. Please inform Mrs Pina
Fusillo at the school office if you wish to cancel your existing child’s Instrumental Music lessons. Please Note: The
Instrumental Music Program is not available for our Prep Students.

YEAR 5 & 6 PASSION PROJECT EXPOS
Unfortunately, our Passion Project Expos will not occur this term. We look forward to commencing our Semester 2
Passion Projects next term.

PREP NURSERY RHYME DAY
This would normally take place in the next week or two. We have decided to postpone this event until later in Term
3. We would love to involve the Parents and grandparents in this event and if we were to have it in the coming
weeks it wouldn’t be much of a celebration with the current restrictions placed upon us.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY REPORT
Our 2019 report to the community was uploaded to our website last week. You may download it from the website
or have it emailed to you. Should you wish to receive a copy please email me at:
principal@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au.

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS PROGRAM—VACATION CARE
The Out of School Hours Program will again be offering Vacation Care during the School Holidays. This is an
extremely well run and planned program with lots of great activities for the children during the holidays.
Information is available on the school website under “Out of School Hours Program”.

YEAR 4 BALLROOM DANCING
This has always been a highlight on the Year 4 calendar. Unfortunately, we cannot go ahead with Ballroom
Dancing or the Basket Supper for our Year 4 students scheduled for Term 3. The proximity in which the children
will have to dance and the number of people who will be in attendance if the Basket Supper were to go ahead is
simply not feasible.

YEAR 5 CAMP
At this point in time, we are still waiting for directives from the Department of Education / Health as to whether
camps can go ahead or not. We will inform you once a decision has been made (fingers crossed). I don’t want to
cancel just yet as I am conscious of how disappointed our Year 5 children will be. If our Year 5 Camp does go
ahead, the 2 camps will run from Monday, 3rd August – Wednesday, 5th August and Wednesday, 5th August –
Friday, 7th August.

END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS & BEGINNING OF TERM 3
School will finish at 1 pm on Friday, 26th June for the term break. School will resume on Monday, 13th July at
8.45 am.

WINTER UNIFORM
As we have now transitioned to our Winter uniform I am well aware that many families have not been able to
purchase Winter uniform items yet.
The school spray jacket / parka is required as part of the Winter Uniform. This means that if your child wears a
jacket/coat/parka over their uniform, it must be the St Francis one which is now available at Academy uniforms.
The new parka is much warmer than the previous spray jacket as it now has a polar fleece lining and insulation (we
have managed to negotiate the same price as the spray jacket.)
My reason for this is that last year, I observed a number of our students wearing a shirt without a jumper and their
Kathmandu coats in the classrooms. This is not part of the school uniform and will not be permitted.
For parents wanting to purchase new uniforms - Our onsite Uniform Shop (Academy Uniforms) will be open
Mondays and Wednesdays from 8.45 am – 10.30 am.
Please note: There is no more than 1 customer permitted in the Uniform Shop at any time. Please respect the
rules of social distancing to protect our staff and other parents and students.
If you prefer to visit Academy Uniforms in Thomastown, it is now open. If you know your child’s size, you can also
order online and the uniform can be delivered to school or home.

SACRAMENTAL UPDATE FOR YEAR 3 & 6 PARENTS
Unfortunately, I don’t have new information. I do wish to notify all families that after receiving communication from
Fr Anthony and the Archbishop’s Office, the tentative dates previously advertised for First Eucharist in October will
no longer be possible. Fr Anthony, in partnership with Bishop Terry Curtin is currently developing a revised
sacramental schedule for the students at St Francis of Assisi for both First Eucharist and Confirmation. Our
intention is to celebrate both of these sacraments during Term 4, 2020 as long as it is safe and permissible to do
so. As soon as dates have been finalised by Fr Anthony and ratified by Bishop Terry Curtin we will notify families
immediately. I want to thank you for your continued flexibility, patience and support in this matter.

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND)
If you hold a valid means tested health care card or are a foster parent, you may be eligible for Camps, Sports &
Excursion Fund (CSEF). The annual CSEF amount for primary school students is $125.00. The CSEF is paid directly
to your child's school to be used towards camps, sports and excursion expenses for the benefit of eligible students.
The card must be valid as at 28th January 2020. Parents can obtain a form from the school office or download a
form from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef. The school can accept applications up to 24th June, 2020 however
parents are encouraged to lodge their form early. We are unable to accept late applications. The school also
requires a copy of your current health care card.

CATHOLIC SECONDARY COLLEGE ENROLMENT (STUDENTS STARTING YEAR 7 IN 2022)
If your child is currently in Year 5 (2020), now is the time to enrol for a place at a CATHOLIC secondary college
for the 2022 academic year. Below are some important dates to be aware of:
Key enrolment dates for our current Year 5 students in 2020 starting Year 7 in 2022
Critical Dates

Term 1 – 28 January 2020: Applications for Year 5 students commencing Year 7 in 2022 open.

Term 3 – 21 August 2020: Applications close.

Term 4 – 15 October 2020: Offers posted to prospective Year 7, 2022 applicants.

Term 4 – 6 November 2020: Final date for families to accept offer made by school.
Should you wish to enrol your child in a government secondary school, this will be facilitated through the transition
coordinator in 2021 when your child is in Year 6. For transition enquiries please email (Brooke Brennan, Transition
Coordinator) at bbrennan@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au and she will assist you.
God bless

Mark Basile
Principal

Special Congratulations go to:
Charlotte M (2G), Jason J (4M), Belinda P (4K), Harry M (3P), Stella F (2V), Matteo T (2G)
Viktoria P (2B) and Alyssa S (2V)
who have attained a Gold Badge.
Congratulations also to the following children who have recently been awarded Blue
Badges:
Lucas P (4K), Amelia S (1F), Jake Z (3S), Kiara M (4K), Mia G (4K), Paul C (1H),
Deeya B (2G), Emilia H (1K), Neveah B (4D), Giselle L (3D), Julian L (1S), Sophia D (4D),
Lucas T (1B), David J (1K), Marcus D (3P), Sebastian D (3D), Alyssa S (1A),
Lara M (1A), Edwin A (3D), Annabelle G (1F), Aidan G (1S), Christian M (2I),
Charlotte M (2G), Bridget K (5H), Sofia J (1K), Marcus M (2H), Ethan C (1F),
Grayson R (1K), George Y (1K), Max F (1H), Chelsea C (1H), Xavier R (1H), Phoebe S (1H),
Mason S (1A), Zara K (1S), Sadie-Rose P (1B), Domenic M (1F), Elizabeth N (Prep U),
Summer M (1B), Jayla S (2H), Laila K (1H), Lorenzo B (1S), Mia I (1F), Adreela A (2P) and
Ruby E (2I).

Transitioning from Home to
Onsite Learning
for our Prep—2 Students

The transition from home to onsite learning for our Prep — Two students
has been smooth and seamless. The resilience, adaptability and flexibility
demonstrated by our littlies has blown us all away and they are to be
commended. The warmth and excitement felt in each and every classroom
this week has been incredible. We are not sure who was more excited; our
teachers or our students!
This week, it has been great to see some of our Junior Students engaging
in developmental play to ease them into the school day. These tasks
support and promote peer interaction, oral language, sharing, turn taking,
and fine motor skills.

Our Teachers and Learning Support Officers have also been busily reassessing our students to inform instruction, as well as reporting.

Thank you to our Junior Teachers who have worked tirelessly to welcome and ease our students back into school
life, whilst also re-assessing and gathering as much data as possible to inform their teaching.
We cannot wait to welcome back our Senior Students in Years 3 — 6 next week!

Christina Rafael
Leader of Learning and Teaching

RE News
Dear Parents,
2020 has certainly presented us all with many unexpected challenges! It is, however, through navigating
challenging times that we often become stronger, more resilient and even closer to God.
As we begin to experience a sense of joy and excitement at the thought of an easing of social restrictions related
to COVID-19, it is a perfect time to prepare to celebrate the Pentecost event on Sunday, 31st May.
Just like Christ’s disciples who gathered, we too, due to the current circumstances may be experiencing feelings
of loss, social disorientation, personal anxiety, confusion and doubt.
The feast of Pentecost Sunday can provide each one of us with the same hope, joy and courage to that which
was gifted to Jesus’ disciples so long ago - all we need to do is open our hearts to the presence of the Holy Spirit.
As we continue to navigate this challenging time as a faith community, I encourage all families to utilise the
various online resources available to maintain a healthy spiritual life. Resources such as the Weekly Faith
Bulletins (Sunday readings with commentary) sent out to all families via the Compass App and our online Sunday
mass broadcast via the SFOA Parish website are two ways to support a strong prayer life during this time of
social distancing.
Fr Anthony has also been in constant communication with Bishop Terry Curtin over the past month trying to
coordinate possible dates for our sacramental celebrations of Confirmation and First Eucharist. At this stage we
are doing everything in our power to arrange the celebration of both sacraments during Term Four. As soon as
any dates have been decided upon I will advise parents via the Compass App and school newsletters. On behalf
of Fr Anthony, Fr Jose and the school, I thank all families for their continued patience and support during this
time.
Attached is a letter from Fr Anthony regarding the most current arrangements for liturgical gatherings and
events. I pray that all remain safe and healthy and look forward to a time in the very near future when we can
gather together as a school and parish family once more.

A Time To Pray

God Bless,

John Dwyer
Deputy Principal/Religious Education Leader

RE News
Dear Parishioners,
As a result of the Government’s easing of social gathering restrictions a number of changes
have flowed onto religious gatherings.
At this stage we are now permitted to have ten people at weddings in addition to the couple,
the celebrant, as well as the number of people reasonably required for the service, such as one
server, two readers, one musician, one singer, one technical person, and two people to
supervise hand sanitising and registration. Registration means the names of all who attend
and their phone numbers have to be recorded.
Baptisms are now able to proceed with ten people and funerals may have twenty people. Both
of these ceremonies may also have the same number of people rendering assistance as
weddings. All of these ceremonies require social distancing practices to be observed.
While we have been informed Mass is now permitted for no more than ten people
arrangements for Masses will vary from parish to parish according to numbers and
circumstances. Our Bishop has acknowledged that deciding on arrangements and putting
them in place is not straightforward. Unfortunately for us our numbers are too large. Ten
people at each Mass would be inadequate to our needs. As many people have already
commented, those who are unable to attend will likely feel left out in the cold. The last thing I
want people to feel is alienated. Our weekday Masses average around 80 - 90 people. Our
weekend Masses normally have around 1700 - 1900 people. There is no equitable way at this
time Mass could be available to any significant number of people. Provided we do not get a
surge in coronavirus infections, restrictions are flagged to ease at the beginning of June and
again in July. I ask for your patience and understanding at this time. As soon as we are
permitted to have a significant number of people at Mass we will move ahead. Also we might
change Mass times to accommodate more people.
We have to ensure the protection of all people who come to our Church, particularly those who
are elderly and vulnerable.
Also the easing of restrictions have opened the way for Churches to be visited during the day.
However, there are a number of strict requirements that go with this including no more than 10
people in the Church at a time. Before this can happen, carefully planned protocols need to be
in place, such as hand sanitisation, the registration of names, phone numbers and the time
spent praying in the Church by each person. There will be a limit to the time people are
permitted to pray in the Church.
The Archbishop is urging us to continue with streaming Masses.
In conclusion, we are now beginning to move ahead. While we may be frustrated that it all
seems very little at this time, let us support one another and continue to pray for each other,
not losing sight of the fact the Good Lord is looking after us and will protect us.
Yours in the Risen Lord,
Fr Anthony Girolami.

News from around the Grades
YEAR 2 MOVIE / PJ DAY!
On Friday the Grade 2’s had a Movie/PJ day! We got to watch the Lorax as part of our Inquiry unit "How does the
Environment Fuel us? How do we fuel the Environment? It was a fun day getting to learn and play together in our
comfy PJ’s . . . even the teachers participated!
“Today is a fun day because I got to go to school in my pajamas and be nice and warm.’ Nicco 2I.
‘Today is the best day because I get to watch the Lorax in my pyjamas and I finally get to be comfortable at
school.” Lily 2P
“I am super excited about today because we are watching a movie in our cosy pj’s!” Ava 2H
“I feel cosy in my pj’s because I feel like I am still at home.” Frankie 2B

phone: 9407 6700
www.cam.org.au/millpark
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WEEKEND MASS TIMES:
SATURDAY VIGIL: 5.00 PM;
SUNDAY: 9 AM, 10.30 AM & 5.00 PM.
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
Monday – Friday 9.15 am.
Wednesday 7.30 pm Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
RECONCILIATION:
Saturday 9.45 am.
Wednesday evening after Mass & Novena.
ADORATION:
Saturday 9.45 am – 11 am concluding with
Benediction.
Wednesday 7.30 am – 7.30 pm.
MARRIAGES:
By appointment with a Priest. Contact Parish Office
BAPTISMS:
By appointment with a priest. Contact Parish Office
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD:
Sundays 10.30 am Mass during school term.
VIGIL MASS:
1st Friday of the month 7 pm to 1 am.
FILIPINO MASS:
2nd Sunday of the month at 12 noon.
ITALIAN MASS:
2nd Tuesday of the month 11.30 am.
MALTESE MASS:
3rd Sat. of the month at 4pm (chapel).
Confessions: 3.30 pm; Rosary: 3.40 pm.
YOUNG ADULTS MERCY NIGHT:
Last Friday of the month 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm.
ST ANTHONY’S PRAYER GROUP MASS:
1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7 pm.
INDONESIAN FAMILY GROUP MASS:
3rd Saturday of the month at 7 pm.
JESUS YOUTH PRAYER GROUP:
3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:45 pm (chapel).
HEALING MASS:
2nd Saturday of the month 6:30 pm.
LIFETEEN:
Sunday after 5:00 pm Mass.
Contact Carmel on 9407 6705.
DIVINE MERCY NOVENA:
2nd Fri of the month 7:30 pm in (chapel) .
NOVENA TO ST ANTHONY (MALAYALAM):
Every Tuesday at 7:00 pm.
LEGION OF MARY:
Every Thursday at 10:15 am in the parish nook.
JUNIOR LEGION OF MARY:
Every Thursday during school term at 3:45 pm in
the Church foyer. Contact Jackie - 0422 443 324.

MASS FROM HOME
To watch streamed Masses from our parish click the
YouTube link on our website:
www.cam.org.au/millpark

The parish will be live streaming Masses on
Sundays at 9 am and Wednesdays at 8 am.
After the live stream the videos will be available to
watch at any time.
Dear Parishioners,
I am pleased to pass on our updated guidelines relating to
gatherings at places of worship and ceremonies.
Places of worship can open for private worship or small
religious ceremonies for up to 20 people in a single undivided
indoor space, subject to the four square metre rule plus the
minimum number of people reasonably required to perform the
service or ceremony.

20 people in addition to the celebrant and couple being
married can attend a wedding.

50 people can attend a funeral in addition to the officiant and
funeral staff, subject to the four square metre rule.


In general, conditions require:
- Clear signage around service schedules, social distancing and
hygiene requirements;
- Availability of sanitiser and disinfectant wipes, and safe disposal
sites;
- Churches to be cleaned after a scheduled service or opening;
- Maintenance of 1.5m of separation and planned entry and exit
pathways;
- Building capacity rules must apply – 1 person per 4 square
metres.
-All attendees to provide contact details.
From this Tuesday, 2nd June, onwards the church will be open for
private prayer, for up to 20 people. Accordingly, it will be open at
10:00 am; 12:00 noon and 3:00 pm. No bookings required, simply
the first twenty people who arrive will be admitted. Please do not
park in the driveway. Please use the parking spaces available. The
3:00 pm session each Friday in the Church will incorporate the
Divine Mercy Chaplet.
Unfortunately we are limited to only 20 at Mass at a time so we will
continue to only stream Mass on Sundays at 9:00 am and
Wednesdays at 8:00 am.
And on another note thank you to all who are praying for the
needs of the parish and are supporting the parish with your
Thanksgiving contributions.
Yours in the Risen Lord, Fr Anthony Girolami.

