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Dear Parents, 

  

 

PARISH / SCHOOL FAIR UPDATE 
MARCH 22ND 10 am — 3.30 pm 

  

On Sunday, March 22nd our Parish celebrates its Annual Fair. I hope that we see 

all families coming along to share in this enjoyable parish community event. On 

Saturday, 21st March there will be a Fair Working Bee to set up the stalls. Any 

assistance in the setup would be most appreciated. The Working Bee will begin at 

9 am and conclude at 12.30 pm. 

  

If anyone has any spare time on the day of the Fair (Sunday 22nd March), in the 

afternoon from 3 pm, could you please come along and help pack up after the 

Fair.  It would be much appreciated, as you can imagine everyone is tired at the 

end of the day.  We really could use your help as we would like to have the school 

up and running for Monday morning classes. 

Please Note; if you attend two Working Bees you receive $100 back from your 

Building/Maintenance Levy. Please ensure that you sign your name in the 

maintenance book if you attend one of these days. 

  

STAFF CARPARK 
Please note there will be no parking in the Staff Carpark on Saturday 21st and 

Sunday 22nd March due to the Fair. 

 

  

Please return as soon as possible . . .

If you have returned your raffle tickets  

Thank You! 

Special Points of Interest: 
 

 Parish / School Fair 

 Raffle Ticket Reminder 

 Arthur Reed Photo 

Information 

 Shrove Tuesday Thank 

You 

 Our Preps Starting Full 

Time this Week 

 Public Holiday March 9th 

 Junior Athletics Carnival 

 Plain Clothes Day Pizza 

Day—Thursday 12th 

March for Prep, Year 1, 

Year 2 & Year 6 

 Plain Clothes Day Pizza 

Day— Friday 13th March 

Year 3, Year 4 & Year 5 

 Working Bee 

 Child Care Centre 

 Parent Helpers Meeting 

 Chicken Pox 

 2021 Prep Enrolments 

 Student Safety 

 Moorhead Drive Drop Off 

 School Census 

 Assemblies 

 Passion Play—Year 6 

 Fair Stall Holders 

Meeting 

 CSEF 

 2020 Sacramental Dates 

 Catholic Secondary 

College Enrolment 

Information 

Also included in this 
Newsletter 
 

 Badges 

 Calendar Dates 

 Learning & Teaching 

 RE News 

 Snap! - Parent/
Teacher Partnerships 

 Music News 

 Parents’ Association 
News 

 Community News 

 Parish Bulletin 

 Awards 



ARTHUR REED—SCHOOL PHOTOS 
Our annual school photos were taken on Tuesday 17th / 18th February. 

  

Arthur Reed Photos uses an online ordering system where you can view your photos prior to ordering.  

  

On photo day all students were given a flyer which includes a code unique to them.   You will require this 2020 

code to register online and view your photos.  If you misplace your registration code, please contact the Arthur 

Reed Photos customer service team directly on 5243 4390 

  

When the images are in the “Webshop”, those parents who have registered online, will be notified via SMS and 

email that their images are ready to view and order. 

  

Please note that you will need to register online with your 2020 photo code to gain access to this year’s images. 

  
SHROVE TUESDAY – THANK YOU 
I would like to thank the Parents’ Association for their super human effort for the pancakes that the children 

received last week. They were delicious! It was a joy to watch all the children devour the pancakes especially our 

new Preps who were able to sit and eat with their Year 6 buddies.  

  

The time and effort the team put in is much appreciated and I know the children enjoy a special treat at different 

times. A special thanks must go to Nicole Meyer and Sandra Katsaros for all the organisation that they did to 

ensure the pancake treat would be a success. There were over 2,000 pancakes cooked on the day. Well done and 

thank you from all of us.  

 

OUR PREPS STARTING FULL TIME THIS WEEK 
This week the Prep children are commencing full time.  Below are some comments made by our Prep children who 

were asked ‘What is the best thing about school?’ 

Prep C: “Reading words” – Isabella L 

Prep C: “Cutting and pasting”- Thomas V 

Prep F: “Writing my name”- Archie P 

Prep F: “Sticking stuff with glue”- Emma C 

Prep N: “Singing songs”- Evie P 

Prep N: “Playing learning games”- Levi G 

Prep S: “Painting”- Ebuka A 

Prep S: “Playing with my friends”- Victoria G 

Prep T: “Eating snacks” – Sebastian F 

Prep T: “Going on the monkey bars”- Sofia C 

Prep U: “Learning about letters”- Esteban F 

Prep U: “Playing on the slide”- Xavier D 

Prep W: “Drawing”- Madilyn M 

Prep W: “Everything!”- Noah P 

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY – LABOUR DAY 
We have a long weekend - Labour Day Holiday, Monday 9th March.  

 

JUNIOR ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
Our Prep – Year 2 Athletics Carnival has been scheduled for Tuesday 10th March.  The Athletics Carnival 

will take place on the school oval early in the school day. (9.30 am – 11 am). 

  

 

 

PLAIN CLOTHES DAY / PIZZA DAY - THURSDAY, 12TH MARCH –  

PREP, YEAR 1, YEAR 2 AND YEAR 6   
Thursday, 12th March will be our next Plain Clothes/Hot Food Day for Prep, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 6 students. 

The Parents’ Association will be feeding the children Margherita Pizza. If you are free on the day could you please 

come in and help distribute pizzas for a couple of hours.  

Order forms have been sent home. 

Please be aware it is one gold coin donation per family which covers the two plain clothes days. 

 

 

 



PLAIN CLOTHES DAY / PIZZA DAY – FRIDAY, 13TH MARCH – YEAR 3, YEAR 4 AND YEAR 5   
Friday, 13th March will be a Plain Clothes/Hot Food Day for Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 students. The Parents’ 

Association will be feeding the children Margherita Pizza. If you are free on the day could you please come in and 

help distribute pizzas for a couple of hours.   Order forms have been sent home.  Please be aware it is one gold 

coin donation per family which covers the two plain clothes days. (Thursday and Friday) 

 

WORKING BEE 

Our second Working Bee for the year will be held on Saturday 14th March from 9 am to 

12.30 pm. I hope that as many families as possible can attend so that we can further 

enhance our facilities for our students.  A separate flyer will be sent home next week asking 

parents to indicate whether they can attend.  SEE YOU THERE! 

 

CHILDCARE CENTRE NEXT DOOR 
I have attached an advertisement for an Open Day for the new Child Care Centre opening next door at The Stables 

Shopping Centre.  I don’t normally advertise businesses in the newsletter however, I thought this service being 

provided so close to the school might be handy for those parents who require child care. 

 

PARENT HELPERS MEETING 
Do you enjoy helping children with their reading, writing and mathematics? Do you enjoy working with children in 

their classroom? If so, you are welcome to come along to a Parent Helper Meeting and become a part of a team of 

Parent Helpers in Years Prep to Six.   

  

The Meeting will be held on Friday 13th March from 9 am to 10 am in the Community Room  

You will need to attend this session before working in classrooms. Parent Helpers who have attended this session 

previously need not attend, although you are most welcome, and can begin to work in classrooms. Please see the 

class teacher to make suitable arrangements. (Please note, parents are required to have a current Working With 

Children Check to be a parent helper in the classrooms).  If you are unable to make this meeting there will be 

another training session held in Term 2. 

 

CHICKEN POX 
Several reports of Chicken Pox have been made to the school. Chicken pox is a contagious, but generally mild 

disease in school age children. If your child becomes unwell and has a rash / spots it is important you exclude 

him / her from school until you see a GP for confirmation of diagnosis. You should then follow exclusion guidelines 

as advised by your GP which is generally 5 days.  The Health Department has been notified. 

 

2021 PREP ENROLMENTS 
Enrolment Forms are available from the School Office for Prep 2021.  Current families are asked to collect your 

enrolment package from the office or phone them to have one sent home. New families can contact the office and 

an enrolment pack will be mailed.  To assist our planning it would be appreciated if existing families can lodge 

enrolments over the next couple of weeks.  

It is exciting to see siblings for Prep 2021 receiving their “I’m going to St. Francis” t-shirts.   Please make sure to 

remind the office staff for a t-shirt when handing in your enrolment. 

 

CENSUS 
At the end of February we complete our official Census for 2020. Essentially this means that the government is 

notified of our current student numbers and our funding is based upon these numbers. Our total school student 

population for the 2020 school year is 1,172. Our 2019 census figure was 1,160. 

 

STUDENT SAFETY 
Recently I was approached by the crossing supervisors who were concerned about the actions some of our parents 

are taking which is placing our student’s safety at risk.   

 

Their concerns were as follows: 

 Drivers are not adhering to the 40 km school zone limit  

 Parents are not crossing at the pedestrian lights on Childs Road. They are choosing to weave in and out of 

the cars with their child/ren to cross Childs Road.  Not only is this extremely unsafe but they are modelling 

poor behaviour. 

 

I strongly urge parents for the safety of our children to use the pedestrian crossings provided and stick to the 40 

km school zone limit. 

  



MOORHEAD DRIVE DROP OFF 
We ask that you please follow the rules when entering and exiting the driveway around the oval (Moorhead Drive 

entrance). 

1. When EXITING the driveway, LEFT TURN only (no right turn). 

2. When ENTERING the driveway, LEFT TURN only (no right turn). If you need to, go up to the roundabout and 

come back on the left hand side of the road to enter the driveway correctly. 

3. If lined up on Moorhead Drive to enter, please leave all driveways clear. 

  

The gates at the back of the school (Moorhead Drive) will be opened at 8.30 am and closed at 9 am 

and then opened at 3.10 pm and closed at 3.50 pm. 

 

 Could you please try to avoid arriving before the gates are opened and lining up on Moorhead Drive as I am 

receiving numerous complaints from parent’s at the Secondary College and from the Council because we are 

blocking the allocated parking bays. 

  

Thank you for your patience! 

 

ASSEMBLIES 
Assemblies have been scheduled for Monday afternoons at 2.40 pm in the big hall. See below for Term 1 

Assembly schedule.  Please Note:  Prep students will have their assemblies on a Thursday afternoon.  

  

Monday 2nd March  Year 5 & 6 Assembly (Year 5C & Year 5T presenting) 

Monday 16th March  Year 1 & 2 Assembly (Year 2B & Year 2H presenting) 

Thursday 19th March  Prep Assembly  (Prep C & Prep N presenting) 

Monday 23rd March  Year 3 & 4 Assembly (Year 3D & Year 3N presenting) 

 

PASSION PLAY 
Our Year 6 children will be performing the Passion Play on Good Friday (10th April) at 12 noon in the 

Church.  The children have put a lot of time and effort into the Play and I encourage our families to 

come along and join us on Good Friday. Our Easter ceremonies are a highlight of the liturgical 

calendar which I hope all families will take the opportunity to come and join the parish in these 

celebrations. 

 

FAIR - STALL HOLDERS (22ND MARCH, 2020) 
As you are aware we have the St Francis Fair on the 22nd March, 2020. If you are interested in setting up a stall at 

the Fair, please contact Ruth Lees at the following email address: Ruth.Lees@cam.org.au.  Please note that the 

Stall Fee for 1 Trestle Table is: $40 if located in the Hall or $50 if located outside in the school courtyard. 

  

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND) 
If you hold a valid means tested health care card or are a foster parent, you may be eligible for Camps, Sports & 

Excursion Fund (CSEF). The annual CSEF amount for primary school students is $125.00. The CSEF is paid directly 

to your child's school to be used towards camps, sports and excursion expenses for the benefit of eligible students. 

The card must be valid as at 28th January 2020. Parents can obtain a form from the school office or download a 

form from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef.  The school can accept applications up to 24th June 2020 however 

parents are encouraged to lodge their form early. We are unable to accept late applications. The school also 

requires a copy of your current health care card. 

 

2020 SACRAMENTAL DATES  
I would like to advise parents that we have set dates for 2020 First Reconciliation, First Holy Eucharist and 

Confirmation.  Below is a schedule of these for your reference.  

 

  

FIRST RECONCILIATION—2020 
Year 3A Tuesday 17th March at 10 am 

Year 3D Wednesday 18th March at 10 am 

Year 3N Wednesday 18th March at 12 noon 

Year 3P Thursday 19th March at 10 am 

Year 3R Thursday 19th March at 12 noon 

Year 3S Friday 20th March at 10 am 

  

 

mailto:Ruth.Lees@cam.org.au
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FIRST EUCHARIST—2020 
Year 3P Saturday 13th June at 11.30 am 

Year 3D Sunday 14th June at 1 pm 

Year 3N Sunday 14th June at 3 pm 

Year 3A Saturday 20th June at 11 am 

Year 3R Sunday 21st June at 1 pm 

Year 3S Sunday 21st June at 3 pm 
  

CONFIRMATION  2020 
Year 6C Friday 28th August at 7 pm 

Year 6J Friday 28th August at 7 pm 

Year 6M Sunday 30th August at 1 pm 

Year 6H Sunday 30th August at 1 pm 

Year 6F Sunday 30th August at 3 pm 

Year 6W Sunday 30th August at 3 pm 

 

CATHOLIC SECONDARY COLLEGE ENROLMENT (STUDENTS STARTING YEAR 7 IN 2022) 
If your child is currently in Year 5 (2020), now is the time to enrol for a place at a CATHOLIC secondary college 

for the 2022 academic year. Below are some important dates to be aware of: 

Key enrolment dates for our current Year 5 students in 2020 starting Year 7 in 2022 

  

Critical Dates 

 Term 1 – 28 January 2020: Applications for Year 5 students commencing Year 7 in 2022 open.  

 Term 3 – 21 August 2020: Applications close.  

 Term 4 – 15 October 2020: Offers posted to prospective Year 7, 2022 applicants.  

 Term 4 – 6 November 2020: Final date for families to accept offer made by school. 

  

Should you wish to enrol your child in a government secondary school, this will be facilitated through the transition 

coordinator in 2021 when your child is in Year 6.  For transition enquiries please email (Brooke Brennan, 

Transition Coordinator) at bbrennan@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au and she will assist you. 
 

God bless 

 

 

 

 

Mark Basile 

Principal 

 
Special Congratulations go to: 

Alexander T (5F), Chelsea C (3S), Katia D (4D) and Hannah V (2G) 

who have attained a Gold Badge.  

  
Congratulations also to the following children who have recently been awarded Blue 

Badges:   

Elizabeth L (1B), Stiphne K (6W), Nicole J (6J), Christopher P (3R), Oliver W (2P),  

Zoe G (5F), Christian M (2I), Mason S (2P), Eva C (1S) and Nathaniel J (1B). 

PARENT HELPERS MEETING 
  

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE  

   

I will be attending the Parent Helpers Meeting on Friday 13th March  

 

Name:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Contact Number:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

 

My Child is in Grade: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



CALENDAR DATES  

FOR 

THE NEXT FORTNIGHT 

Monday March 2 Preps full time this week 

Monday March 2 Prep PMP (12 pm  —  2 pm) 

Monday March 2 Year 5 & 6 Assembly (Year 5C & 5T presenting)  -  F.I.R.E.  Carriers Assembly 

at 2.40 pm in the Hall.  All welcome. 

Friday March 6 Year 6 Interschool Sport (9 am  -  11 am) 

  

Monday March 9 Labour Day (Public Holiday) 

Tuesday March 10 Prep, Years 1 & 2 Junior Sports Day (9.30 am  -  11 am) on the School Oval 

Thursday March 12 Hot Food Day / Plain Clothes Day for students in Prep, Year 1, Year 2 &  

Year 6  (Gold coin donation per family) 

Friday March 13 Hot Food Day / Plain Clothes Day for students in Year 3, Year 4 & Year 5 

(Gold coin donation per family) 

Friday March 13 Parent Helper Meeting  (9 am  - 10 am) in the Community Room 

Friday March 13 Year 6 Interschool Sport (9 am  -  11 am) 

Saturday March 14 Working Bee (9 am  -  12.30 pm) & Open Day  (9.30 am  -  12 pm) 

Print this page and place it on  
your fridge 



Literacy 
 

At St Francis of Assisi the teaching of Literacy is fundamental to all areas of the curriculum. Literacy 

occurs every day and all children participate in a variety of learning activities. With this in mind, we 

have had a very busy start to the 2020 year where I have worked closely with our dedicated teachers 

to assess and monitor all the children in the area of Literacy. The results from the testing and ongoing 

anecdotal notes form the basis of the teaching and learning in all classrooms, targeting all children 

based on their needs.  

 

Literacy is the basis of your child’s learning and as you are your child’s most influential teacher, you 

can improve and support your child’s developing literacy skills by working in partnership with their 

teacher.  

 

You can support your child’s literacy development by getting to know their teacher, maintaining an 

open dialogue about all aspects of your child’s learning, including concerns you may have and if 

possible, involve yourself in the classroom by helping out in areas where you feel comfortable. 

Research shows that when parents and teachers work together, children are more settled and much 

happier. So we are inviting all parents to get involved in the learning taking place in the classrooms.  

 

On that note, I would like to invite all parents to attend our first Parent Helper Session for the year, 

scheduled for Friday March 13th, 2020 at 9 am (see information below). The main aim of the Parent 

Helper session is to outline the format of the Literacy Block and to highlight the important responsibility 

of confidentiality when working children. If parent helpers encounter any concerns, we ask that they 

discuss them with the teacher and not outside the classroom with other parents. Our teachers use 

data and work very hard at preparing and organising activities which are needs / skills based. For 

some, entering the classroom for the first time, children working in groups may look like just ‘busy 

work’ but in fact all activities are carefully planned targeting the needs of the children in the class.  

 

If you would like to help in the classroom and are unable to attend the first Parent Helper Session, 

another session will be offered next term and throughout the year. If you are thinking of helping in the 

classroom, it is a requirement that you attend a Parent Helpers Session and have a Working With 

Children Check. If you have attended a Parent Helper Session in the past, you do not need to attend 

again. 

 

If you have any questions in regards to Literacy throughout the year, I am available to chat in person or 

I can be reached via e-mail at mcostanzo@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au.  

 

 

Mary Costanzo  

Literacy Leader  

 

 

Learning and Teaching 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we enter into the season of Lent and begin our journey towards the joy of Jesus’ resurrection at Easter, we are reminded 

to place God at the centre of our lives.   

 

During Lent we are called to reflect upon our imperfections and become closer to God through fasting, prayer and 

almsgiving. Fasting is often understood as a time to demonstrate self- discipline and avoid some of your favourite foods- 

maybe even use some of the money to donate to others who are in need. Fasting however, can also be looked upon from 

the perspective of fasting from selfish attitudes or unchristian behaviours such as jealousy, greed or selfishness. During 

Lent this year, we are called to take a moment to consider what God asks us to fast from.  

 

Almsgiving is another important element of our Lenten preparation for Easter. We are called to give and be generous- not 

only with our money but with our time, words and actions. During Lent we are challenged to look for opportunities to give 

generously to others who are in need. 

 

In keeping with our school’s culture of social justice, last week each family received a Project Compassion collection box. I 

ask that you keep the box at home during the season of Lent and collect spare change that will be then donated to the 

needy within Australia and overseas. At the end of Lent I ask that you return it to your parish church during any of the normal 

Sunday masses. If any families require an additional box, please let me know via the school office. 

 

We are also called to spend more time with God in prayer during Lent.  Families are encouraged to seize the opportunity to 

say an extra prayer before meals or share a bedtime prayer as a family more often during our Lenten season. Lent is also a 

wonderful opportunity to renew our commitment to attending Sunday mass - the ultimate public expression of thanksgiving 

to God. 

 

During the weeks of Lent, we ask for God’s grace to renew our hearts and strengthen our resolve to follow in the footsteps of 

Christ. 

 

Our first term is already well underway and the Year Three students have commenced their preparation to receive their First 

Reconciliation scheduled for Tuesday, 17th March, Wednesday, 18th March, Thursday, 19th and Friday 20th March. We 

invite all parents of Year Three students to use the coming weeks to discuss the importance and value of forgiveness and 

actively identify times of reconciliation within their family.  

 

On Tuesday, 18th February  our Year 3 parents and their children gathered to reflect upon, and deepen their understanding 

of the sacrament of Reconciliation. Parents gathered in the hall to reflect upon the significance and structure of the 

sacrament while the students completed an art based activity related to Scripture.  The evening was very well attended and I 

would like to thank all parents and students for their participation in this very important event. 

 

2020 First Reconciliation Dates 
The dates for our sacramental celebrations are listed below. Parents are asked to put these important dates into their 2020 

diaries.  
 
First Reconciliation 2020 

Tuesday 17th March 10 am  -  11 am Year 3A 

Wednesday 18th March 10 am  -  11am Year 3D & 12 noon  -  1pm  Year 3N 

Thursday 19th March 10am  -  11am Year 3P & 12 noon  -  1pm Year 3R 

Friday 20th March 10am  -  11am Year 3S 

 
St Patrick’s Day Mass and Concert  -  17th March  
On Tuesday 17th March, our School Captains and Religious Education Leaders will join other Catholic 

Primary and Secondary schools from throughout the Archdiocese to celebrate the Annual St Patrick’s Day 

mass. The mass will be celebrated by his Grace, Archbishop Peter Comensoli and be held at St Patrick’s 

Cathedral, East Melbourne. As in previous years, Mass will be followed by a lunchtime concert to be held 

in the Treasury Gardens with entertainment provided by schools and local musicians. The students will be 

accompanied by Mrs Brooke Brennan and will depart St Francis School at 7.30 am and will return to 

school at approximately 3 pm.  

 

RE News 



 

Good Friday Passion Play 
As we journey through the season of Lent, excitement begins to build as we look forward with great 

anticipation to the celebration of Easter - the pinnacle of the Church’s liturgical year.  It is also a very 

exciting time as our Year Six students prepare to present our Good Friday Passion Play on Friday, 10th 

April. 

The students are all working very hard to perfect their given roles and will proudly present the 

dramatized account of Christ’s Passion to the other levels within our school on Tuesday, 24th March at 

1 pm (Years Prep  -  Year 2) and Thursday 26th March  at 1 pm (Years 3  - Year 5). 

 

I would like to acknowledge the great efforts shown by students in preparation for our annual Good 

Friday Passion Play and sincerely thank all families for their wonderful support of this very special 

liturgical event. 

 

Time to Pray 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

John Dwyer 
Deputy Principal/Religious Education Leader 

RE News 

Making Time for Jesus Awards 
 

Well done to the following children for filling 

in their Making Time for Jesus cards: 

 

John S (Year 1A) 

Evangeline K (1S) 

Mary-Rose S (3N) 

Parent/Teacher Partnerships 
 

Research suggests that families who are involved in their child’s schooling 

significantly increase their performance. 

(Epstein, 1995; cited in M. Sharratt, 2004) 

 

Parents are our students’ first teachers. You can be immensely influential in the learning for, with, and beside 

your child. Here at St Francis of Assisi, we employ a collaborative approach to develop family involvement. This 

forms successful partnerships between parents and teachers which in turn improves the educational 

achievement of our students. We encourage students to share and own their successes with their family through 

meaningful discussion. Engaging in informative conversations with your child proves to be a highly effective tool 

in measuring their learning progress.   

 

The following five questions are designed to assist parents in engaging with their child’s learning: 

1. What did you learn today? 

2. How did you do? 

3. What did you do if you didn’t understand? 

4. How can you improve? 

5. What are you most proud of? 

 

These questions ensure involvement in your child’s learning journey which builds collective efficacy and 

strengthens school-family partnerships.  

 

Christina Rafael 

Leader of Learning and Teaching 



This week I’ve been reading about the benefits of musical education on the young brain and I’m pleased to report 

that Music is great for the development of the brain; good for your mood, sensational for your memory. I’ve 

always experienced the joy that Music brings but it has other benefits too. Results from a 5 year study published 

in 2016 by the Brain and Creativity Institute at the University of Southern California showed that musical 

instruction appeared to accelerate brain development especially in the areas responsible for processing sound, 

language, speech and reading, as well as mathematical learning. Furthermore, it has been shown that Music can 

help ignite all areas of a child’s development, not just intellectual development but social-emotional and motor 

skills as well. It really helps the body and mind work together!  

 

Our Music students at SFOA are awesome! Congratulations to all of you who practise regularly or get up early 

each week and come to rehearsals at 8 am. Playing and singing is a fabulous way to start and end the day. All 

those feel good endorphins kick in to get us started with a positive approach to the morning. 

 

Our early morning ensembles offer great variety to all our students and each week we are welcoming NEW 

players and singers. I am delighted to welcome you all.   

 

Rock Band  (Year 5 & 6)  Tuesday mornings at 8 am. 

Intermediate Band and Strings (Years 3 - 6 ) Wednesday mornings at 8 am.  

Vocal Harmony Group: (Years 4, 5 & 6) Thursday  mornings 8 am.  

Fantastic turnout last week and great new voices!!   

A special invitation to YEAR 5 & 6 SINGERS - WHERE ARE YOU ???? 

Choir: Rehearsals take place on TUESDAY at Lunchtime (first half only). A special congratulations to all who sang 

in the Choirs at the Ash Wednesday Masses - you were fantastic. 

 

In addition to the developmental benefits, simply put: music brings us joy. Just think about listening to a good 

song in the car with the window down on a beautiful day. That's joy!   

I continue to encourage everyone to become actively involved in the musical life at St Francis of Assisi. It is a 

great way to expand your friendship groups, to support your school community and for students in Year 5 & 6 to 

show leadership and encouragement to younger members. 

 

Instruments for Sale: 

We have some instruments for sale if you are thinking of purchasing one. Please give me a call if you are 

interested. 

3/4 Violins, Saxophones, Clarinets, Flutes, Trumpet. All are in excellent condition.    

 

See you at rehearsals! 

 

 

Chris Grey  

Music Department  

MUSIC NEWS 



Shrove Tuesday 

Shrove Tuesday was held last Tuesday and the students enjoyed a tasty treat. We 

would like to thank all the parents who helped and made this day a success, 

especially the new Prep parents.  Hope to see you again next year.  

I would like to personally extend my heartfelt thanks to Nicole Meyer who is our 

amazing coordinator, taking on this event and doing such a wonderful job with great 

helpers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Raffle 

Tickets for our annual Easter Raffle will be sent home in the next few weeks.   We are asking families to donate 

Easter eggs and treats towards the Raffle prizes. Donations can handed into the school office. Any donations are 

appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hot Food Days / Pizza Day  

Our first hot food days (Pizza & Icy Pole) will be held on 

 Thursday 12th March  - Prep, Year 1, Year 2 & Year 6 

 Friday 13th March – Year 3, Year 4 & Year 5 

Forms were sent home last week. Please return your order form and money to the classroom teacher by Friday 

6th March, 2020.  *Strictly no amendments or late orders* 

 

We Are Looking For Helpers To Count Money & Collate The Orders and Also to Help On the Day 

There will be a counting day Wednesday 4th March after drop-off (9 am).  If you can assist please come to the 

school office first thing on Wednesday morning.   

We are also looking for helpers to distribute the orders on the Hot Food Days.  

Please Note:  We need helpers to distribute pizzas over 2 days: 

Thursday 12th March  - Prep, Year 1, Year 2 & Year 6 

Friday 13th March  Year 3, Year 4 & Year 5 

 

If you can help with the distribution of these please contact Maria Tolani on 0412 583 828 

 

Remember being a big school we need all the help we can get and the kids love it when they see their parents 

helping out.  

 

Any queries, feel free to contact me at papres@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au 

 

Katy Weng 

On behalf of the St Francis of Assisi Parents’ Association  

Parents’ Association News 

mailto:papres@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au


 

Community News 



 

Community News 



 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES:    
SATURDAY VIGIL: 5.00 PM;   
SUNDAY: 9 AM, 10.30 AM & 5.00 PM.  
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:    
   Monday – Friday 9.15 am.  
   Wednesday 7.30 pm  Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
RECONCILIATION:               
   Saturday 9.45 am.  
   Wednesday evening after Mass & Novena. 
ADORATION:                       
   Saturday 9.45 am – 11 am concluding with  
   Benediction. 
   Wednesday 7.30 am – 7.30 pm. 
MARRIAGES:           
   By appointment with a Priest. Contact Parish Office 
BAPTISMS:                           
   By appointment with a priest. Contact Parish Office 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD:  
   Sundays 10.30 am Mass during school term. 
VIGIL MASS:  
   1st Friday of the month 7 pm to 1 am.  
FILIPINO MASS:   
   2nd Sunday of the month at 12 noon.  
ITALIAN MASS:  
   2nd Tuesday of the month 11.30 am.       
MALTESE MASS:  
   3rd Sat. of the month at 4pm (chapel).    
   Confessions: 3.30 pm;  Rosary:  3.40 pm.  
YOUNG ADULTS MERCY NIGHT:  
   Last Friday of the month 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm.         
ST ANTHONY’S PRAYER GROUP MASS:  
   1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7 pm.       
INDONESIAN FAMILY GROUP MASS:  
   3rd Saturday of the month at 7 pm.      
JESUS YOUTH PRAYER GROUP:  
   3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:45 pm (chapel). 
HEALING MASS:  
   2nd Saturday of the month 6:30 pm.   
LIFETEEN: 
   Sunday after 5:00 pm Mass.  
   Contact Carmel on 9407 6705. 
DIVINE MERCY NOVENA:  
   2nd Fri of the month 7:30 pm in (chapel) . 
NOVENA TO ST ANTHONY (MALAYALAM):  
   Every Tuesday at 7:00 pm. 
LEGION OF MARY:    
   Every Thursday at 10:15 am in the parish nook.  
JUNIOR LEGION OF MARY:  
   Every Thursday during school term at 3:45 pm in        
   the Church foyer. Contact Jackie - 0422 443 324.  

2nd March 2020 

ROSARY WITH CHILDREN 
At the Chapel every Saturday at 10:30 am under adult 

supervision. All children are invited and encouraged to 
learn how to say the Rosary. 

LENTEN TIMETABLE 
Mass and Stations of the Cross  

Beginning Friday 28th February Stations of the Cross will 
take place immediately after the 9:15 am Morning Mass. 

Stations of the Cross will also take place each Friday 
evening at 7 pm followed by Mass.  

PRAYER COMPANIONS  
 

Our Parish is offering prayers for people after 9 am 
& 10:30 am Masses.  If you need prayer for you or 
your family, come to the Chapel after Mass today 

and someone will pray for your needs.  
Your confidentiality will be respected. 

LENT/EASTER LITURGICAL WORKSHOP 

FEATURING FR PAUL TURNER (USA)  

Wednesday 18 March, 9:30am (registrations) 

10am-2pm, St Francis of Assisi Hall 
 

 Come along and receive quality input from an 

internationally renowned, contemporary specialist in the field 

of Liturgy. This seminar day will utilise Fr Paul’s extensive 

knowledge and expertise to expand theological 

understandings and deepen insights into the way we 

worship and celebrate in transition through this sacred 

season.  Be refreshed with new strategies and better 

equipped for pro-active engagement within your parish /

school community. Such participation will enhance, ‘full, 

active and conscious participation’ of the people of God, in 

the joyful celebration of the Eucharist, the source and 

summit of the Christian life [cf. Vatican Council II, 

Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (1963) art. 10], thereby 

empowering the faithful as missionary disciples for the 

world. Cost: $25 p/person (includes morning tea and lunch) 

or 5 for $100 (parish/school rate) Further details and 

registrations:  RSVP Friday 13th March, 5pm  Bookings: 

https://www.trybooking.com/BIPKB  



Prep C Isabella L  For listening carefully and making contributions to class discussions. 
Prep F Savannah E For being an excellent classroom helper. Well done! 
Prep N Grace M  For approaching school in a positive manner! 
Prep S Cooper D  For settling well into Prep S.  Well done! 
Prep T Isabel N  For being friendly and caring towards her peers. Keep it up! 
Prep U Patrick G  For participating in class discussions and raising his hand to share his ideas.  
     Well done, Patrick! 
Prep W Olivia N  For settling well into Prep W's classroom routine. Well done Olivia! 
Year 1A Eva P   For being a great helper in the classroom. Well done Eva! 
Year 1B Elizabeth L  For being super organised and always listening to the speaker in class. 
Year 1F Mia I   For being a respectful and co-operative member in the class. Well done! 
Year 1H Jamie S  For working hard to read, write,  and make and order 3 digit numbers. You're a  
     star Jamie! 
Year 1K George Y  For trying his best to complete all work on time. Well done, George! 
Year 1S Gabriel C  For managing his time well. Well done Gabriel! 
Year 2B Addison B  For being so reverent during Ash Wednesday mass. Well done! 
Year 2G James B  For always working quietly. Well done! 
Year 2H Sophia C  For being a great role model and always showing kindness. 
Year 2I Leanna T  For always following directions and doing her best in class. Well done! 
Year 2P Zoe F   For setting herself learning goals and persisting to achieve them. 
Year 2V Alexis A  For trying her best in her writing. Well done, Alexis! 
Year 3A Lilly M  For being respectful and following classroom rules. 
Year 3D Chizuruoke O For using effective describing words in his writing. Well done Chizuruoke! 
Year 3N Gianluca A  for being organised and working hard in class. Keep it up! 
Year 3P Ellen L  For always being cooperative, polite and trying to do her best. 
Year 3R Luke D  For great sharing of his strategies during Maths Problem Solving.  Well done! 
Year 3S Estelle G  For always putting her very best into her learning. 
Year 4A Kalia M  For seeking assistance and trying hard during reading. 
Year 4D Marisa P  For insightful discussions during class time. Well done! 
Year 4K Maddison W For always offering assistance to peers and teachers. 
Year 4M Jonah M  For remaining focused during class and beginning all work immediately. 
Year 4N Marcus D  For always paying attention in class and following instructions. 
Year 4S Alyssa V  For always having a beautiful smile on when she comes to class. Well done and  
     keep it up! 
Year 5C Naum M  For settling in really well at SFOA! 
Year 5F Clare J  For consistently showing positive self-talk in regards to her tasks. 
Year 5H Harris G  For recording a descriptive piece of writing using 'tightening tension'. Well  
     done! 
Year 5N Oliver A  For being an organised and hard working student. Well done! 
Year 5P Joel M  For his hard work and being respectful to others. Well done, Joel! 
Year 5T Isabella D  For assisting students with new laptops. Well done! 
Year 6C Elijah S  For his excellent organisation and ability to complete tasks to standard. 
Year 6F Paul L  For settling into Year 6 well and always trying his best in class. Well done Paul! 
Year 6H Matteo D  For the positive energy he brings into the classroom. 
Year 6J Zachary P  For using his initiative. Keep up the great work! 
Year 6M Oscar S  For always being respectful and offering to help others. 
Year 6W Michael D  For always being a positive and organised class member. 

AWARDS 

Pupil of the Week 
  

Prep  Jack B  (PT) 
Year 1 John S  (1A) 
Year 2 Hannah V (2G) 
Year 3 Addison L (3A) 
Year 4 Joshua H  (4A) 
Year 5 Karam M  (5H) 
Year 6 Luigi Z  (6J) 

Keys To Life Award 
 

Prep  Sienna L (PT)  for Confidence 
Year 1 Chloe A (1A)  for Resilience 
Year 2 Levi J (2G)  for Organisation 
Year 3 Ashley X (3A)  for Organisation 
Year 4 Michael C (4K)  for Confidence 
Year 5 Arianna A (5H) for Persistence 
Year 6 Kaitlin C (6J)  for Organisation 


