
St. Francis of Assisi Primary School 
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14th December, 2020      Newsletter No.  25 

Dear Parents, 

 

I would like to express my gratitude to the families of St Francis of Assisi for your support over the past 

year. In my time at St Francis I have been fortunate enough to experience significant professional and 

personal growth. I am extremely proud of our school and each year I am blessed with more and more 

fond memories. I look forward to 2021 when we welcome a new group of prep students and I look 

forward to speaking to our year 6 graduates in the years to come about their progress at Secondary 

School.  
  

My prayers and thoughts are with our families as you complete the last few days of a very busy year.  I know how 

everyone feels during this time of the year, mixed emotions at seeing the end of some things and the excitement 

of new things to happen. With that in mind I would like to share with you a final prayer for the end of the Year:  
  

O God of all beginnings and endings, 

We praise and thank you for the gift of this school year. 

It has been a time filled with grace and blessings, 

With challenges and opportunities, joys and sorrows. 

The days have passed quickly, O Lord. 

The weeks, the months, the seasons, the holidays and holy days, 

All have come forth from your hand. 

While we trust that your purposes have always been at work each day, 

Sometimes it has seemed difficult to understand and appreciate 

Just what you have been up to in our school. 

Give us the rest and refreshment we need this summer. 

Let our efforts of this past year bear fruit. 

Bring all of our plans to a joyful conclusion, 

And bless us, according to your will, 

With the fulfillment of our summer hopes and dreams. 

Watch over us in the weeks of rest ahead, 

And guide each day as you have done this past year. 

Help us return to school with a new spirit and a new energy. 

May we continue to grow 

In age, wisdom, knowledge and grace 

All the days of our lives. 

Amen. 

  

  

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR YEAR 6 STUDENTS:  
To our Year 6 students on the strong leadership they have shown this year.  They have been an excellent group – 

friendly, involved, responsible and a great example to the younger children.  I trust that these students have 

enjoyed a fulfilling time at St Francis and we wish them all the very best in their next step of education and 

ultimately their adult lives. Good luck to each and every one of our departing graduates. 
  
 
 



WHOLE SCHOOL ORIENTATION 
Last week the students had the opportunity to spend some time with their teacher and fellow classmates for 2021.  

No doubt that there were some nerves before the class got to meet their new teachers but there was a sea of 

smiles and excited chatter at the conclusion of the session which bodes well for 2021. 
 

FUN DAY 
Last Thursday, we had a Plain Clothes Day for the students.  We also organized a DJ who  provided music for the 

students and it was great to see the children dancing and having a good time throughout the day. This was to 

celebrate the second last day at St. Francis for our Year 6’s and to celebrate the fun and successful term we have 

had, free from COVID-19 interruptions. Enjoy the photos of the children having fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION 
Congratulations to our Year 6 students who celebrated their Confirmation over the past three weeks.  I would like 

to thank everyone involved in the ceremonies especially Mr. John Dwyer, our Religious Education Leader. A special 

thank you must go to our Year 6 parents for their understanding and support as Confirmation did not work out the 

way we had planned or expected this year.  

A special mention must go to our Parish Priest, Father Anthony Girolami.  He celebrated all the masses and shared 

a new and interesting Homily at each mass.  It has been a superhuman effort from him.  
  
 

STUDENT’S MEDICATION COLLECTION 
All medication and epipens need to be collected from the school office by parents at the end of the 

school year. Parents please note we cannot hand epipens to the children. These need to be signed 

out. Your assistance is appreciated.  Any concerns please see Helen the School Nurse. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES  
Tuesday, 15th December: Mass for students in Years 1 - 5 to be held in classrooms (9.15 am streamed to 

classrooms).  Last day of Term 4 for students in Years 1 – 5. (Children will finish at  

 1 pm) 

 

SCHOOL FEES—PAYMENT PLANS FOR 2021 
A reminder to all parents that payment plans must be completed each year.  Please return to Anne or Mary in the 

finance office. If you have any questions please email  accounts@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au 

 

NEWS FROM THE PARISH - MASS BOOKINGS & TIMETABLE 
Our ongoing Mass timetable will now be as follows: 

 Monday to Saturday:  9:15 am Mass  

 Saturday evening:   5 pm Mass 

 Sunday:    9 am, 10:30 am, 5 pm 

 Bookings will open on Tuesdays at 10 am for the following week. 

 Bookings can be made online using the TryBooking link on the parish website www.cam.org.au/millpark (link 

updated weekly). 

 Children under 12 months of age do not require a booking. 

 Please be aware if you are late for Mass you will not be able to enter the Church. 

 Phone bookings for those without internet access can be done on 9407 6701 (during business hours only). 

If there is no answer please leave a message with your name and phone number. 

 If there are spaces still available at each Mass walk-ins will be accepted without a booking and will need to 

register their details via QR code at the front of the Church. 
  

PREP - YEAR 5 - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL (TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15) 
The last day of school for our Prep - Year 5 children will be Tuesday, December 15. 

Children will be dismissed at 1 pm on this day. Mass for students in Years 1 - 5 will be streamed to classrooms at 

9.15 am. 
  

VACATION CARE  
Holiday program will be operating on Monday 25th January to Friday January 29th, 2021. Please note Tuesday 

26th January is a public holiday and therefore there will be no care on this day. If you wish to enrol your child into 

Vacation Care please contact either Joy or Angela on 9407 3170.  

  

BEGINNING OF SCHOOL YEAR—2021 - ASSESSMENTS 
We will again follow a similar routine as this year, in that we will conduct testing with students on the first two days 

of the school year (Year 1 to Year 6).  Students from Year 1 — 6 will begin their first formal day of school on 

Monday, 1st February, 2021. 

  

Year 1 - 6 students will have an appointment for a one hour test on either Thursday 28th January or Friday 29th 

January.  We will again use the online booking system.  Instructions for this have were sent home last Tuesday with 

the children’s Christmas Cards. (Online bookings are now open.) 

• Please note that the Prep grades will have a staggered start commencing: 

• Thursday 28th January (8.45 am – 12.30 pm). Children with Surnames beginning with the letters A – L. 

• Friday 29th January (8.45 am – 12.30 pm). Children with Surnames beginning with the letters M – Z. 

• Monday 1st February (8.45 am - 12.30 pm).  All Prep students begin with the rest of the school. 

  

 

 

**ATTENTION YEAR 6 FAMILIES AND FAMILIES WHO ARE LEAVING THE 

SCHOOL AT THE END OF THIS YEAR** 

Our reports have gone out on Compass this year.  Families of Year 6 students 

and students who are leaving St. Francis will need to print a copy of their 

December report by tomorrow (15th December) as they will no longer be 

available on Compass after this date. 

mailto:accounts@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au
http://www.cam.org.au/millpark


FAMILIES NOT RETURNING TO ST. FRANCIS IN 2021 
If your family is not planning on attending St. Francis next year, please let the school know.  I have had many 

enquiries from families who wish to enrol into our school in 2021.  

 

 

Amidst the madness of recent weeks, I would  

like to take time to reflect and give thanks  

 to the following:  
  

ST. FRANCIS’ TEACHING STAFF—THANK YOU 
For their generous and uniting efforts with the children.  Their time spent in the classroom is only a fraction of the 

time the teachers spend in the service of your children.  Outside school hours, they involve themselves in unpaid 

meetings, curriculum organisation, the filling out of paperwork, report writing, parent teacher interviews, planning, 

updating professional skills and much more.  My thanks to all staff for your commitment, improved student 

learning, teaching practice and flair for the enrichment of the children.  It’s the extra things you do, which gives 

your class that personal touch. 
 

ST FRANCIS’ SCHOOL OFFICERS & OUR SCHOOL NURSE— THANK YOU 
Cheryl Robbins, Anne Coleiro, Rose D’Alessi, Mary Milione, Lyndell Collins, Pina Fusillo, Pam Meli, 

Dianne Maniszewski, Lina Siawsh, Kathrine Canny, Beatrice Cambrea, Linda Canals, Julie DeCata,  

Angela Gianfriddo, Mary Kirkopoulos, Suzie Ilioski, Linda Palermo, Maria Panuccio, Marini Pieris, Rita Pitruzzello, 

Jeanette Polazzon, Namali Rodrigo, Nella Smarrelli, Veronica Spiteri, Leanne Farrugia, Kaitlyn Girolami,  

Nimi George, Amelia Beltempo, Yara Khlaf, Kelly McMaster, Madeleine Francis, Tania Minutoli, Kayla DiMasi,  

Bella Gunawati, Marie Girolami, Tinu Anil and Ruth Lees.  The tasks which these ladies perform are diverse and 

ever increasing, but are always carried out with much diplomacy and skill.  Let us give thanks for the commitment 

of our school officers who play another vital role in the life of the school.   

  

I also wish to thank our School Nurse Helen Donegan who has done an exceptional job as our School Nurse.   

  

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION – THANK YOU 
Congratulations to our PA for a smooth start to the year. Katy Weng and Jessica Guzman were eager to get started 

when COVID-19 hit and placed the brakes on everything. Hopefully, we will have an uninterrupted year and we will 

have another successful year as we did in 2019.  

 

PARISH—THANK YOU 
A special thanks to Fr. Anthony and Fr. Jose for their constant support of all children and staff, especially in the 

continued fostering of their faith. 
  

MAINTENANCE MEN—THANK YOU 
A big thank you to our maintenance men Ivo, Marco and Ron who keep our grounds looking beautiful and safe.  

 

ST FRANCIS CHILDREN—THANK YOU 
Thank you to all the boys and girls who have completed an excellent year, thus making our work a pleasure and all 

our efforts worthwhile.  

 

2021 STAFFING 
2021 - LEADERSHIP & SUPPORT 
Principal      Mark Basile 
Deputy Principal – School Community  Grace Lucic 

Deputy Principal –REC / Wellbeing  John Dwyer 

Learning and Teaching    Christina Padula 

Literacy      Jane Huy 

Learning Support     Nicole Federico/Martine Klaic (New staff member) 

Mathematics Leader    Brooke Brennan  

E-Learning      Andrea Dato 

Literacy Support / Reading Recovery  Michelle McKenzie 

Tutor/Intervention Teacher    Mary Costanzo 



EXTRA CURRICULA - 2021 
PE / Sport    Brett McCarthy & Adrian Talarico 

Art     Jenny Brown/Vanessa Vittorio 

LOTE     Teresa DeGiulio (Italian) 

      Domenica Tartaggia  

     May Park (Japanese) 

ICT     Jo Muir 

Drama    Bianca Nicol  

Science    Adrian Talarico (Years 1 & 4) Natalie Valevski (Years 5 & 6) 

Library    Kalane Horwood/Anthea McKay (Years 1—4) Michelle James (Prep) 

Music     Christine Grey (Prep — Year 4) Christina Antoniou (Years 5 & 6) 

Year 5 & 6 Passion Project Teachers: Jenny Brown, Adrian Talarico, Jo Muir, Christine Grey, May Park, Teresa DeGiulio, 

      Natalie Velevski, Brett McCarthy 

  

2021 CLASSROOM TEACHERS 
 

Prep A  Nadia Asta 

Prep F  Cassandra Fontana 

Prep K  Kathryn Smith 

Prep N  Natalie Marciniec 

Prep S  Danielle Scarmozzino 

Prep T  Tayla De Sensi 

Prep U  Renee Unthank 

Prep W  Judith Wright 

Year 1A  Alanna Barbanera 

Year 1B  Jackie Barber 

Year 1F  Jacqueline Footman 

Year 1H  Hayley Sims 

Year 1M  Maria Barillaro 

Year 1S  Silvana Sgarlata / May Park 

Year 1V  Vanessa Varano 

Year 2B  Bridget Gianotti 

Year 2G  Arista Giannis 

Year 2I  Daniela Insolia 

Year 2J  Julia Padula 

Year 2P  Renee Pitruzzello 

Year 2V  Monica Vasiliadis 

Year 3C  Colleen McCann / Vanessa Vittorio 

Year 3D  Denise Pavlakos 

Year 3K  Katrina Smith / Natalie Velevski 

Year 3M  Melissa Martin / Anita Evans 

Year 3R  Dina Rubini 

Year 3S  Michele Scerri 

Year 4A  Aggie Abela 

Year 4C  Catriona Davies / Sharonna Coe 

Year 4D  Samantha D'Cruz / Sarah Lemin 

Year 4J  Jess Contarin 

Year 4N  Natalie Degiorgio 

Year 4S  Anne Spreckley / Katherine Uccellini 

Year 5A  Melissa Anderson 

Year 5F  Archie Fusillo 

Year 5H  Jacinta Harwood 

Year 5K  Will Kent 

Year 5P  Thuy Pham 

Year 5T  Kathy Tsaralikis / Sharonna Coe 

Year 6F  James Ferguson 

Year 6G  Melanie Gilbert 

Year 6J  Julia Mancuso / Kalane Horwood 

Year 6M  Marc Mellere 

Year 6O  Olivia Mullavey 

Year 6W  Michelle Wilson / Anthea McKay 

 



Goodbye and Good luck 
We say farewell to Cathy Murphy who is retiring at the end of this year and Deb Butler who is going to be an 

Intervention Teacher at St. Francis Xavier in Montmorency.  

We wish both of them well in their new roles and thank them for their contribution and hard work here at St. 

Francis. 

  

FAMILIES LEAVING 

I also wish every happiness and success to the handful of children and families transferring to other schools, 

suburbs and states. 
  

IN CONCLUSION 
It is impossible not to realise that education is made up of many intangibles that all contribute to the development 

of the whole person, involving a range of learning partnerships and activities between children, parents and 

teachers. Throughout 2020 we have sought to enrich student learning, and community building, to foster Faith 

development and enhanced individual learning. 

  
  
 

God bless, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Basile 

Principal 

I wish the children, parents, families and friends 

a happy, 

safe and peaceful holiday break. 

May we all find comfort and support in the 

Christmas season of peace and goodwill  

amongst all people! 

MATHS OLYMPIAD  
 

Even COVID-19 couldn't stop our 2020 Maths Olympiad Team. Not only did students train remotely for the 

Australasian Maths Olympiad but they competed in an intra school Maths Olympiad competition.  Students have 

done a wonderful job honing their problem solving skills and extending themselves in all areas of Maths and we 

are extremely proud of their efforts. 

 

This year we had several winners, including a 3 way tie for our competition runners up!  Congratulations to the 

following students and all the Maths Olympiad team for 2020. 

 

 

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS:  

Christian L (6H), Maya E (6J), Angelique R (6W),  

Gwendalyn J (5T), Alexander G (5F) 

 

RUNNERS UP:  

Max C (6H), Matteo D (6H), Nigel D (6M) 

 

OVERALL 2020 MATHS OLYMPIAD CHAMPION:  

Nathan F (5F) 



 

CONGRATULATIONS & WELL DONE! 
 

To Christian F (2H) and Matthew F (Prep F) who did an amazing job in raising money for the Royal Children’s 

Hospital.  The boys had to wait for the Hospital to begin accepting donations due to COVID but were finally able to 

drop them off last week.  They received some beautiful certificates from the staff at RCH and will even receive pictures 

once they are being handed out in the wards.   Well done boys! 

  

Special Congratulations go to: 

Xavier B (3N), Jacinta D (1A), Lucas P (4K), Patrick T (2H), Bridgit K (5H), Romeo F (5P), Ellie C (2P),  

Maria A (6M), Jamie S (1H) and Victoria C (2P) 

who have attained a Gold Badge.  

  
Congratulations also to the following children who have recently been awarded Blue Badges:   

Zara C (2V), Alessia C (6F), Alexis S (3A), Mia T (Prep W), Isabella P (Prep F), Ebuka A (Prep S), Christian M 

(2G), 

Domenic M (5P), Nicholas V (1A), Julian C (3N), Xenophon P (3R), Zane E (2G), Olivia P (2G), Andrew A (2V), 

Deanna A (4N), Felix T (Prep T), Harris T (Prep N), Julian D (6W), Alec P (2V), Liam A (1B), Noah M (1S), 

Daisy P (6C), Chelsea C (1H), Laurence T (5P), George P (6C), Laura Ashley G (4A), Erica K (5N), Fadi A (5T), 

Julian H (Prep F), Sheyanci F (Prep U), Andre E (3P), Kai C (5N), Alan J (3P), Georgia S (1H), Milana A (2I), 

Samuel B (Prep U), Michael D (4A). Souraya A (5P), Stephanie C (5C) and Serena M (3A). 
 



 

ASSESSMENTS—START OF SCHOOL 2021 FOR  

YEAR 1-6 STUDENTS 
 

The first formal day for students in Year 1 to Year 6 will be Monday, February 1, 2021. 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

Year 1 to Year 6:  1 HOUR ASSESSMENTS will take place on Thursday 28th and  

    Friday 29th January. 

 

Bookings are now open. 

To book your child’s assessment time follow the instructions below. 

 

Please ensure you book prior to Wednesday 27th January. 

 

Parents can change their interview bookings any time prior to the closing date by revisiting the 

web address: www.schoolinterviews.com.au and using the event code listed below.  Parents 

wishing to change their interview times after the closing date should contact the School Office. 

School Event 

Code 

8z8yr 

Go to web address 
 www.schoolinterviews.com.au 
Enter the school event code. 

8z8yr 
Then follow the 3 simple steps below. 

When you click finish, your interview timetable will be emailed to you 

automatically - check your junk mail folder if you do not receive your 

email immediately.  

You can return to the web address www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any 

time, and change your interviews, until bookings close. 



 

SACRAMENTAL DATES FOR 2021 
 

Next year’s dates for our sacramental celebrations have been finalised and classes allocated. The schedule for 

First Reconciliation, First Holy Eucharist (for both Year 3 and Year 4 students) and Confirmation is outlined below 

for your reference. Parents are asked to put these important dates into their 2021 diaries. 

 

RE News 

First Reconciliation 2021                                                Class 

Wednesday 24 March 10 am 3C 

Wednesday 24 March 12 noon 3D 

Thursday 25 March 10 am 3M 

Thursday  25 March 12 noon 3R 

Friday  26 March 10 am 3S 

Friday  26 March 12 noon 3K 

First Eucharist 2021 - YEAR 4                                         Class 

Saturday 1 May 11.30 am 4D 

Sunday 2 May 1 pm 4S 

Sunday 2 May 3 pm 4J 

Saturday 15 May 11.30 am 4C 

Sunday 16 May 1 pm 4A 

Sunday 16 May 3 pm 4N 

FIRST EUCHARIST 2021 - YEAR 3   

Saturday 5 June 11.30 am 3C 

Sunday 6 June 1 pm 3D 

Sunday 6 June 3 pm  3M 

Saturday 19 June 11.30 am 3R 

Sunday 20 June 1pm 3S 

Sunday 20 June 3pm 3K 

Confirmation 2021                                              Class 

Friday 27 August 7 pm 6O& 6G 

Sunday 29 August 1pm 6J & 6W 

Sunday 29 August 3pm 6F & 6M 


