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Dear Parents, 

 

As the year draws to a close we give thanks for all its challenges 

and its blessings. We give thanks for all we have been able to 

achieve. I pray that your celebration of Christmas will be blessed 

with the joy and peace of Christ’s coming, and that you and your 

family will take that joy and peace with you into all you do in 

2021.  

 

This Friday, we celebrate the graduation of our Year 6 students. The students have 

been exceptional leaders in our school throughout this year, I congratulate the 

parents of our Year 6 students on supporting them in conjunction with us through 

their primary years at St. Francis.  I look forward to our Year 6 Graduation Masses 

on Friday as well as the Graduation Lunch.  

  

Our planning is well set for 2021 and next week I will place details in the 

newsletter about which teachers will be teaching what levels. 

  

Finally, I wish each and every Year 6 student the very best for the future and I look 

forward to you returning in coming years and sharing your successes with us.  

 

YEAR 6 FUN DAY AT FUNFIELDS 
Last Wednesday, 2nd December the Year 6 students travelled to Funfields with 

their teachers for a ‘fun day’ to celebrate an unusual year.  I would like to 

congratulate the students on their exemplary behaviour and for displaying true 

leadership skills throughout the year. A big thank you to Miss Mullavey, Mrs 

Mancuso and the Year 6 team for organising the day. 
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CONFIRMATION 

Congratulations to our Year 6 students who celebrated their Confirmation over the past fortnight.  I would like to 

thank everyone involved in the ceremonies especially Mr. John Dwyer, our Religious Education Leader, and our 

Year 6 teaching staff who have come along and supported the Confirmation candidates.  A special thank you must 

go to our Year 6 parents for their understanding and support as Confirmation did not work out the way we had 

planned or expected this year. I would also like to thank the congregations for ensuring that the celebration was 

prayerful and reverent.  

A special mention must go to our Parish Priest, Father Anthony Girolami. He has celebrated all the masses so far 

and each of his Homily’s have been very different. It has been a superhuman effort from him, but he is determined 

to ensure that our Year 6 children receive the Sacrament of Confirmation before leaving the school. 

We have one more Confirmation Mass to go. (This will be on Tuesday night December 8).   

 

2021 PREP ORIENTATION 

Last week we had our orientation sessions. They ran extremely smoothly without any tears from students or 

parents. While small groups of children attended their session in the classroom we gathered the parents and 

spoke to them about educational matters, and finalising some of the practical aspects of our school including: 

Parents’ Association, Working with Children Checks and the Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) Program. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UPCOMING DATES  
  

Tuesday, 8th December: Years 1 – 6 Orientation for 2021 

  

Tuesday, 8th December: Reports available for viewing on Compass (5 pm) 

  

Tuesday, 8th December: Interview bookings open for 2021 Assessments (7 pm) 

  

Wednesday, 9th December: Year 6 Signing of Graduation bears (provided by school) / Graduation T-Shirts  

 (9 – 11 am) 

  

Thursday, 10th December: Year 6 Fun Day (on site at school) including DJ, jumping castle and hot chips for 

lunch. (DJ will be playing music for all the children, Year Prep – 6 during playtimes) 

 This will also be a Plain Clothes Day for all students Prep to Year 6. 

  

Friday, 11th December:  Year 6 Graduation mass (2 x masses in the morning) followed by a formal lunch and 

      presentation in the hall.  Students will be required to wear their full school uniform  

     on this day.  Students dismissed at 3.30 pm (last day for Year 6 students).  Parents 

     are welcome onsite from 3 pm to take photos and catch up with other Year 6  

     parents. 

  

Tuesday, 15th December: Mass for students in Years 1 - 5 to be held in classrooms (9.15 am streamed  

     to classrooms).  Last day of Term 4 for students in Years 1 – 5. 

     (Children will finish at 1 pm) 

 

END OF YEAR REPORTS 
Our 2020 end of year reports will be available on the Compass Portal on Tuesday 8th December from 5 pm. To 

access your child’s report you will need to have signed up to your Compass Portal.   If you are having difficulty 

accessing your Compass Portal please email our eLearning Leader, Mrs Andrea Dato on 

adato@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au.  The school will no longer be sending home hard copies of reports.   Please find 

more information in regard to reports elsewhere in the Newsletter. 

 

On this day students will also receive a Christmas Card from their 2021 teacher.  Included with the card will be 

instructions for bookings for student assessments on the 28th and 29th January, 2021.   Bookings open at 7 pm 

on Tuesday, 8th December. 

YEAR 1 - YEAR 6 ORIENTATION FOR 2021 
On Tuesday, 8th December from 9.30 am to 10.45 am students will have an orientation session to enable them to 

spend some time with their 2021 teacher and the students that they will be with.  I encourage parents to positively 

support students as they work through their feelings about their class placement for 2021. 

  

NEWS FROM THE PARISH - MASS BOOKINGS & TIMETABLE 
Our ongoing Mass timetable will now be as follows: 

 Monday to Saturday:  9:15 am Mass  

 Saturday evening:   5 pm Mass 

 Sunday:    9 am, 10:30 am, 5 pm 

 Bookings will open on Tuesdays at 10 am for the following week. 

 Bookings can be made online using the TryBooking link on the parish website www.cam.org.au/millpark (link 

updated weekly). 

 Children under 12 months of age do not require a booking. 

 Please be aware if you are late for Mass you will not be able to enter the Church. 

 Phone bookings for those without internet access can be done on 9407 6701 (during business hours only). 

If there is no answer please leave a message with your name and phone number. 

 If there are spaces still available at each Mass walk-ins will be accepted without a booking and will need to 

register their details via QR code at the front of the Church. 

**ATTENTION YEAR 6 FAMILIES AND FAMILIES WHO ARE LEAVING THE SCHOOL  

AT THE END OF THIS YEAR** 

Our reports are going out on Compass this year.  Families of Year 6 students and 

students who are leaving St. Francis will need to print a copy of their December report 

by 15th December as they will no longer be available on Compass after this date. 

http://www.cam.org.au/millpark


PREP - YEAR 5 - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL (TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15) 
The last day of school for our Prep - Year 5 children will be Tuesday, December 15. 

Children will be dismissed at 1 pm on this day. Mass for students in Years 1 - 5 will be streamed to classrooms at 

9.15 am. 

  

FRIDAY, 11TH DECEMBER – LAST DAY FOR OUR YEAR 6 STUDENTS 
We will be having two Year 6 Graduation masses followed by a formal sit down lunch and presentation in the hall.  

Students will be required to wear their full school uniform on this day.  Year 6 students will be dismissed at the 

normal time of 3.30 pm. This will be their last day at St. Francis.   Parents are welcome onsite from 3 pm to take 

photos and catch up with other Year 6 parents. 

We will film celebrations on Graduation day for parents to view at a later time, as we are conscious of our working 

parents not being able to view a livestream. Parents will have the opportunity to access videos and photos of the 

day at a later date, through a secure website.   

I appreciate our Year 6 parent’s ongoing support and look forward to seeing our Year 6 students enjoy their last  

week here at St Francis.  

 

NEWS FROM THE PARISH - ST VINCENT DE PAUL MILL PARK CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
Instead of the Christmas Tree Gift Appeal that is usually in the Church each year St Vincent de Paul are appealing 

for gifts online. If you would like to contribute please send an email to millpark@cam.org.au and you will be sent the 

age and gender of someone to purchase a gift for. All gifts must be returned to the collection box at the parish 

office by Friday 11th December (You can leave gifts unwrapped or wrap and leave one end open.) Thank you very 

much. 

  

LOST PROPERTY 
Our Lost Property is overflowing!  If your child has lost any uniform please make your way to Salter House and have 

a look there.  Any uniform left in Lost Property at the end of the year will be sold at the second hand uniform sales 

next year. 

  

SCHOOL FEES—PAYMENT PLANS FOR 2021 
A reminder to all parents that payment plans must be completed each year.  Please return to Anne or Mary in the 

finance office. If you have any questions please email  accounts@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au 

  

OVERDUE LIBRARY BOOKS 
Thank you to those students that have found their overdue library books.   Some students still have overdue books 

from Term 1.  If parents could please check at home it would be much appreciated.  All library books need to be 

returned to the library for stocktaking purposes. Notes have been issued. If you have any concerns, please ring the 

library. 

 

VACATION CARE  
Holiday program will be operating on Monday 25th January to Friday January 29th, 2021. Please note Tuesday 

26th January is a public holiday and therefore there will be no care on this day. If you wish to enrol your child into 

Vacation Care please contact either Joy or Angela on 9407 3170.  

  

BEGINNING OF SCHOOL YEAR—2021 - ASSESSMENTS 
We will again follow a similar routine as this year, in that we will conduct testing with students on the first two days 

of the school year (Year 1 to Year 6).  Students from Year 1 —  6 will begin their first formal day of school on 

Monday, 1st February, 2021. 

  

Year 1 - 6 students will have an appointment for a one hour test on either Thursday 28th January or Friday 29th 

January.  We will again use the online booking system.  Instructions for this will be sent home Tuesday 8th 

December with Christmas Cards. (Bookings will open at 7 pm on Tuesday, 8th December.) 

  

Please note that the Prep grades will have a staggered start commencing: 

• Thursday 28th January (8.45 am – 12.30 pm). Children with Surnames beginning with the letters A – L. 

• Friday 29th January (8.45 am – 12.30 pm). Children with Surnames beginning with the letters M – Z. 

• Monday 1st February (8.45 am - 12.30 pm).  All Prep students begin with the rest of the school. 

  

FAMILIES NOT RETURNING TO ST. FRANCIS IN 2021 
If your family is not planning on attending St. Francis next year, please let the school know.  I have had many 

enquiries from families who wish to enrol into our school in 2021.  

  

 

 

mailto:millpark@cam.org.au
mailto:accounts@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au


 

God bless, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Basile 

Principal 

 

Special Congratulations go to: 

Jonas P (3R), Isaac S (2B), Chloe S (4A), Stuart V (2B), Isabella V (2B) and Ethan C (3A) 

who have attained a Gold Badge.  

  
Congratulations also to the following children who have recently been awarded Blue Badges:   
 

Marcus F (Prep F), Dante L (1F), Daniel S (1K), Chris S (2B), Julian R (4S), Lucas R (3P), Harper S (2H),  

Elka C (2B), Mila B (1K), Behnam O (1S), Ray Z (2B), Madeline D (4S), Senul F (4N), Stella F (2V),  

Olivia N (Prep W), Youssef N (4N), Ashley X (3A), Joseph A (4D), Milla G (Prep C), Olivia T (3A), Emilie N (5P), 

Olivia J (3A), Edmund C (1F), Elijah Y (Prep T), Nicole M (2G), Christian V (1A) and Xavier V (Prep U).  



REPORTING ON STUDENT LEARNING FOR 2020 

(SEMESTER 2)  
 

What a year it has been! The year of 2020 has seen our school, teachers and students constantly pivot, adapt, 

change and respond to what seemed to be an everchanging landscape, sometimes on a daily basis. There were 

countless positive opportunities and new learning, but there were also challenges. I think that it is safe to say that 

we all responded as best we could on a weekly basis. 

 

We as teachers would like to thank the children for all they have achieved and all they have contributed – they 

should be proud of their efforts, even in the challenging moments. We would also like to once again thank the 

parents for your encouragement, feedback, patience and willingness to engage with us to support your child’s 

ongoing wellbeing and learning. 

 

As a result of the year that has been, our Semester Two Student Reports will look slightly different from usual. 

Following the advice of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA), Victorian Department of 

Education and Training, and Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV), our reports will provide: 

 

For English and Mathematics 

• a short description of what was taught. 

• achievement via a teacher judgment against the Victorian Curriculum F–10 achievement standards  

 using an age-related five-point scale. 

 

For all other curriculum areas delivered 

• a short description of what was taught. 

• a short comment on progress and achievement in student learning across the semester. 

 

The report will also include a comment on how your child has adjusted to the remote and flexible learning 

environment, with reference to the ‘Personal and Social Capability’ curriculum. 

 

Reports will be made available and uploaded to Compass at 5 pm on Tuesday, 8th  December. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s classroom teacher or myself if you have any queries about the 

Semester Two Student Reports.   

 

We thank you for understanding the variations to reporting, as impacted by the change in learning environments 

this semester. 

 

 

Christina Padula 

Learning and Teaching Leader 

Learning and Teaching 



 

Advent—Preparing for the coming of Christ 
 

2020 has certainly been an unusually challenging year! Despite the many restrictions, limitations and 

compromises that were required through the year, our St Francis school community continued to show the spirit, 

resilience and care for one another that has become synonymous with our school.  
 

As we move towards a more secure, safe and sensible 2021 I would like to thank all families for the way they 

have adapted to the many challenges we collectively faced this year and the way they consistently prioritised the 

safety, wellbeing and learning of all students. 
 

Despite the unconventional nature of our school year, the Advent season which commenced on Sunday, 29th 

November has certainly emphasized and reminded us all of Christ’s loving presence and the excitement, peace 

and joy that accompanies our Christmas celebrations. 
 

The Holy Spirit has certainly been alive and active within our St Francis of Assisi community of late as, over the 

past two weeks, our Year 6 students have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. The Masses have all been 

beautiful expressions of our Catholic faith and our solidarity as a school community.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the enormous efforts of all those connected with our 

sacramental program who, through their amazing support with very little notice, have ensured our celebrations 

have been dignified, reverent and memorable liturgical events. I thank Fr Anthony for his continued commitment 

to the student’s sacramental lives, our choir members - Karim & Amir Yacoub, May Park, Riya George for their 

beautiful musical support. I also thank our Year 6 teachers who have supported the students throughout their 

preparations and our live streaming / photographic teams who have been able to ensure we capture these 

memorable sacramental milestones. I thank Mr Basile, Mrs Lucic and all members of our school’s Leadership 

Team who have been wonderful mentors for the students during their preparations and been an invaluable 

support at all masses.  
 

Our final Confirmation Mass is scheduled for Tuesday, 8th December at 7 pm and we ask that you keep all those 

students being confirmed tomorrow in your prayers. We thank all students and their parents for the commitment 

they have shown to this beautiful sacrament and pray that the Holy Spirit provides great support, strength and 

guidance in their lives. 
 

As our Confirmation masses only conclude a matter of days before the Year 6 students graduate on Friday, 11th 

December, the photos will need to be processed and collated over the Christmas holiday period. The photos will 

be delivered to school toward the middle of January and be available for collection from the SFOA school office 

from Monday 1st February - Friday 5th February 2021.  
 

Throughout the year many senior students have held positions of leadership and have made valuable 

contributions to the running and culture of the school. I thank all school leaders who have assumed key roles 

and worked hard to make St Francis of Assisi a wonderful place to learn and grow closer to God.  Student 

leadership is central to our Catholic ethos and I commend all students who, in their own way, helped sculpt St 

Francis of Assisi School into a vibrant, caring and gospel centred learning community.  
 

This week we will celebrate the graduation of our Year 6 students on Friday, 11th December. Due to continuing 

limitations placed upon numbers permitted to gather in the church, we will be holding two mass- our first Mass 

will be held at 10 am for students in 6C, 6F & 6H, followed by a second Mass at 11 am for those students in 

Year 6J, Year 6M & Year 6W. After the masses have concluded the students will be provided with lunch before 

participating in a graduation ceremony to be held in the hall. The masses and graduation ceremonies will be 

filmed and shared with families digitally. The Year 6 students have all made a wonderful contribution to our 

school over their many years with us and we wish them all the very best as they embark upon the next chapter in 

their lives.   
 

To conclude the 2020 school year, we will gather virtually as a school community on Tuesday, 15th December for 

a mass of thanksgiving. As we are unable to gather and celebrate under the sails in the school courtyard as we 

normally would, we will be pre-recording the mass and streaming it into the classrooms for all staff and students 

to view. The celebration will give us the opportunity to offer our thanks to God for the many blessings we have 

received this year and ask for God’s continued love, forgiveness and guidance.  
 

Advent is a time for prayerful reflection upon our lives and a time to make physical, social or emotional 

adjustments to restore Christ to the centre of our lives. As we look beyond the festive season and turn our 

thoughts to the 2021 school year there are several key dates that need to be highlighted. 

 

RE News 



 

The Spirit of Christmas- St Vincent de Paul Society 
Normally during Term Four we have been busy supporting our local St Vincent de Paul team by collecting items to 

make Christmas hampers for those in need. Unfortunately, due to the circumstances related to COVID-19 this 

has not been possible. If families wish to support those in need through our local STVDP society, they are 

welcome to leave a cash donation at the school office or in the St Vincent de Paul collection box located in the 

foyer of the church over the coming weeks. All donations will be greatly received and be used to support the 

needy in our parish over the Christmas season.  

 

 

 

Time to Pray 
 

Loving God,  
you have given us many opportunities for growth in our  
faith this year.  
We thank you for your love and care for us as we have worked to  
learn our school subjects  
and worked to learn how to be a community that loves and  
cares for all its members.  
Continue to bless us as we conclude our school year together  
and keep us safe in your love until we meet again. 
Amen 
 

Wishing all a happy and holy Christmas. 

 

God Bless. 

 

 

John Dwyer, 

Deputy Principal / Religious Education Leader 

RE News 



 
 

 

Specialist Program (Prep-Year Four) 
 

 

 

 

 

It was terrific to wander through the school on Thursday and see our Year 1 and 2 students enjoying our extensive 

Specialist Program. Our Specialist Program runs in addition to our Classroom Learning Program and is aligned with 

the standards of the Victorian Curriculum. On a fortnightly rotation, (with the exception of Physical Education which 

is held weekly) our students in Years Prep – Four take part in the following subjects: 

Physical Education: Mr McCarthy and Mr Talarico 

Drama:   Mrs Martin (Prep), Mrs Vittorio (Years 1 - 2) Mrs Horwood (Years 3 - 4). 

Music:   Mrs Grey 

Art:    Mrs Brown 

Italian:   Sig. Di Giulio 

Digital Learning:  Mrs Muir  

Science:   Mr Talarico 

Library:   Ms James (Prep) and Miss Gianotti (Years 1-4) 

 

Passion Projects in 2021 
Historically, our Year Five and Six students have had the opportunity to select four out of seven extra-curricular 

subjects throughout the course of their final years here at St Francis. This has been traditionally known as ‘Passion 

Projects’.  

Whilst our students thoroughly enjoy the Passion Project Program, many have voiced their disappointment in only 

having the chance to study and experience four of the seven subjects. As a result, we have taken this feedback on 

board and made the decision to provide all Year Five and Six students the opportunity to experience all extra-

curricular subjects. 

In 2021, each Year Five class will have the opportunity to engage in two subjects per semester. In Semester One 

of 2022, the students will engage in two more subjects and in their final semester of Year Six, the students will 

have the opportunity to select their favourite of the six subjects to study. Once the students select their favourite 

subject, they will then have the opportunity to explore that subject further as a Passion Project in Semester Two of 

Year Six. 

 

For example: 

2021- Semester 1- Creator Maker and Health & PE. 

2021- Semester 2- Science/Kitchen Garden and Robotics. 

2022- Semester 1- Visual Arts and Performing Arts. 

2022- Semester 2- Students select their favourite subject to study as their ‘Passion Project’. 

 

Please note, the existing Passion Project model will continue for our 2021 Year Six students to ensure that stu-

dents have the opportunity to engage in the subjects they selected. 

 

We look forward to another fun year ahead of extra-curricular learning at St Francis. 

 

 

Christina Padula 

Learning and Teaching Leader 


