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Dear Parents,

WELCOME!
It is great to be back!
I would like to welcome all our students and families as we embark upon another
academic year at St Francis. We especially welcome our new students in Prep and
indeed those that have joined us in other year levels. It is an exciting time for
everyone at the beginning of a school year and it was pleasing to see the students
bounce in on the first day of school.
Our staff are looking forward to working with you and your child during the coming
year and you can be assured they will give their very best to make this a fulfilling
year for every child at our school.
I encourage all our community to be active participants in the education of our
students. Education is very much a partnership between students, parents and
teachers. The most important ingredient in any community is open, honest and
regular communication.
I extend a special welcome to the following staff who begin their association with
our school:
Classroom teachers:
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Miss Vanessa Varano (Year 1V)
Miss Bridgett Gianotti (Year 2B)
Miss Julia Padula (Year 2J)
Miss Michele Scerri (Year 3S)
Ms. Anne Spreckley (Year 4S)
Mrs. Martine Klaic (Learning Diversity Leader (Year 4 -6)).
Over the school holidays numerous works
have again taken place throughout the
school. One standout feature is our new
sports shed / bike shed (currently being
constructed) where a class set of bikes
will be housed and used for bike
education with Mr. McCarthy. (This will
hopefully take away the pain of loading
and unloading push bikes out of cars.) We
have also painted the interior and exterior
of the Library to give it a freshen up.

I look forward to planning and constructing a new STEM Building at the rear of the
school behind the Library. This will house classrooms for our Year 5 and 6
students, a Science Lab, Robotics Lab, Maths Discovery Room and individual
Music Rooms for our Instrumental Music Program as this continues to become
more and more popular with the children and continues to expand. The plans
accompany this newsletter.

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR PREPS ON THEIR FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

ASSESSMENTS
The school wide assessments last week proceeded very smoothly. The teachers appreciated meeting parents and
students in a relaxed manner before having the whole class together. Teachers were also very excited to be able to
complete the bulk of their testing so early in the term. This format means that the teachers now have the data they
need to focus on individual needs from the beginning of this week.

2021 SACRAMENTAL DATES
I would like to advise parents that we have set dates for 2021 First Reconciliation, First Holy Eucharist and
Confirmation. Below is a schedule of these for your reference.

First Reconciliation—2021
Year 3C
Year 3M
Year 3S

Wednesday 24th March—10 am
Thursday 25th March—10 am
Friday 26th March—10 am

Year 3D
Year 3R
Year 3K

Wednesday 24th March—12 noon
Thursday 25th March—12 noon
Friday 26th March—12 noon

Year 4S
Year 4C
Year 4N

Sunday 2nd May—1 pm
Saturday 15th May—11.30 am
Sunday 16th May—3 pm

Year 3D
Year 3R
Year 3K

Sunday 6th June—1 pm
Saturday 19th June—11.30 am
Sunday 20th June—3 pm

First Eucharist—2021—Year 4
Year 4D
Year 4J
Year 4A

Saturday 1st May—11.30 am
Sunday 2nd May—3 pm
Sunday 16th May—1 pm

First Eucharist—2021—Year 3
Year 3C
Year 3M
Year 3S

Saturday 5th June—11.30 am
Sunday 6th June—3 pm
Sunday 20th June—1 pm

Confirmation—2021
Year 6O & 6G
Year 5J & 6W
Year 6F & 6M

Friday 27th August—7 pm
Sunday 29th August—1 pm
Sunday 29th August 3 pm

PARENT / TEACHER CHATS
Parent / Teacher Chats for students in Year 1 to Year 6 have been scheduled for Term 1, Thursday, 18th February.
This is a wonderful opportunity for parents to meet their child’s teacher and gain insights about the learning in
each particular year level. We urge parents to come along to these sessions that will take place in your child’s
classroom and be hosted by your child’s teacher. Information regarding interview bookings is elsewhere in this
Newsletter.

OPENING SCHOOL MASS
Our Opening School Mass will be this Thursday, 4th February at 10.15 am under the shade sails. (Weather
permitting)

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP
The School Uniform can be purchased from Academy Uniforms, 238 Wolseley Place, Thomastown. The Uniform
Shop on the school premises is open on Mondays and Wednesdays from 8.30 am to 10.30 am for the rest of the
year.

EARLY NOTICE—SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
Please note that there will be a Pupil Free day on the 18th February. This will coincide with our Parent / Teacher
Chats which are scheduled for the same day. Out of School Hours Care will be operating on this day.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
Families who may be considering a mid-term holiday please note that our school photographs have been
scheduled for the 22nd February and 23rd February, 2021.

WORKING BEE / OPEN DAY
Our first Working Bee has been scheduled for Saturday 20th February. Mark this day in your calendar
as it is a good way to come and meet a few families and complete some productive maintenance
tasks. As in previous years on this day we also invite prospective families to come and view our
facilities and to chat with members of our school community.

NEWSLETTERS
We will again be sending our newsletter via email and the School App this year.

COMPASS LOGIN—2021
Today new families to St. Francis will have received an envelope containing your new Compass login
information. Each parent has their own unique username and password. We recommend you log into
your Compass portal as soon as possible and also download the mobile app so that you can stay up to
date with any school communication.
Parents who already have children at St. Francis will not receive an envelope as you can already access
Compass with your existing login details.
If you have any questions relating to Compass please contact Andrea Dato via email at:
adato@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au

2022 PREP ENROLMENTS
Enrolment Forms are available from the School Office for Prep 2022. Current families are asked to collect your
enrolment package from the office or phone them to have one sent home. New families can contact the office and
an enrolment pack will be mailed. To assist our planning it would be appreciated if existing families can lodge
enrolments over the next couple of weeks. Our first Open Day is set to coincide with the upcoming Working Bee on
Saturday, 20th February.

SHROVE TUESDAY
Tuesday 16th February is Shrove Tuesday. The Parents’ Association will be providing a
pancake for each child. Order forms will be sent home soon. The Parents’ Association are
also in need of parents to assist with the cooking and distribution of pancakes. If you
could give some time on this day it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Nicole
Meyer on 0466 821 228, if you can assist.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
We would like to encourage all students to wear the correct school uniform. This means some accessories such as
wrist bands, multi-coloured hair bands etc should not be worn. I ask parents to check labels are on all items of
clothing. School shoes must be worn every school day except on their PE day. (Please Note: Our Prep students
need to wear their Sports Uniform on Monday for PMP and Friday for PE.)

SCHOOL FEES & PAYMENT PLANS
School Fees will be sent home this week. Statements will be sent to all families.
If you opt to pay your fees via instalments:
•
Instalment 1 is due by 19/3/2021
•
Instalment 2 is due by 4/6/2021
•
Instalment 3 is due by 27/8/2021
If you have arranged a payment plan for 2021—these fees are covered by your payment plan.
Thank you to all families who have already made arrangements to pay via direct debit or automatic credit card
payments. Parents wishing to complete a payment plan are asked to send the completed paperwork to the school
office as soon as possible. It is preferred that payments commence before the end of February and are finalised
by November. Payments may be made by cash, cheque or EFT at the school office from 8am to 4pm. If you are
unable to come to the school, direct transfer payments may be made to our school fee account (BSB 083 347 A/
C 528755292). Please include your child’s surname in the reference. If you have any queries, please contact
Anne Coleiro or Mary Milione at the school office or email accounts@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND)
If you hold a valid means tested health care card or are a foster parent, you may be eligible for Camps, Sports &
Excursion Fund (CSEF). The annual CSEF amount for primary school students is $125.00. The CSEF is paid directly
to your child's school to be used towards camps, sports and excursion expenses for the benefit of eligible
students. The card must be valid as at 27th January 2021. Parents can obtain a form from the school office or
download a form from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef The school can accept applications up to 24th June 2021
however parents are encouraged to lodge their form early. We are unable to accept late applications. The school
also requires a copy of your current health care card.

START OF SCHOOL EACH DAY
Children are expected to be at school no later than 8.45 am so that bags can be unpacked and
belongings put away. In an effort to have the children settled and ready for their literacy block at 9
am each day the first bell will ring at 8.45 am. Upon this bell sounding all students will move into
classes. PLEASE NOTE: NO CHILD SHOULD BE ON THE SCHOOL PREMISES PRIOR TO 8:30 AM. AND
STUDENTS ARE TO BE COLLECTED NO LATER THAN 3:45 PM.

SIGNING IN AND OUT
Parents who take a child out of school during school hours must sign the child out and sign the child back in when
the child returns. Parents are asked to try to avoid collecting students during the lunch and recess breaks as it is
often difficult locating the children on the yard.

PARKING
As in all schools pick up and drop off times can be extremely hectic. We do have a number of options for parents
which include the staff car park, the drive through area in front of the church, the back sports oval drive through
road, as well as the shopping centre next door. If parents wish to park they will need to use the shopping centre
carpark. The other access points are only for drive through drop off and pickup. I ask that all parents be
extremely mindful of the safety of the students. Please take your time and observe all regulations as haste may
cause an accident.

STAFF CARPARK
This is a drive through area for drop off and pick up. ONLY STAFF ARE PERMITTED TO PARK IN THIS CARPARK.
PARENTS ARE ASKED NOT TO PARK IN THIS AREA EVEN IF FOR A BRIEF MOMENT! TRAFFIC IS ONE WAY ONLY—DO
NOT DRIVE AGAINST THE FLOW OF TRAFFIC. To allow parents easy access to Before School Care I am asking that
parents who are using the staff car park to drop off children do not queue up before 8.20 am. If you do, you will
be asked to move on by school staff.
PS: The gates are locked at 9.05 am and re-opened at 3 pm each day to ensure the safety of our children.

CHURCH DRIVE THROUGH
This drive through area is one of our main points for drop off and pick up. PLEASE NOTE: This area is single lane
entry even though it is 2 lanes wide. If you are waiting at pick up time at the front of the queue for too long you
may be asked to move to one of the parking bays, so please ask your children to move quickly to pick up areas
after school so that the traffic flows.

PREP & YEAR 1 GATE AREA
This gate will be open before and after school.
Please ensure that the following steps are taken to ensure safety for all:
•
Hold children’s hands at all times.

•
•
•
•

Reverse park into parking spaces. (Don’t park in reserved parking spots, these are located outside the Day
Care Centre)
Walk along the very side of the road no more than 2 abreast.
Do not cross at the corner. Visibility on this corner is limited.
No student is to exit without the presence of an adult.

RETURN OF FORMS
The beginning of any new school year requires us to seek information from parents in many areas. Over the next
few days numerous notes will be sent home to parents. I realise it can be very difficult to keep up with them all. It
would be appreciated if all forms be returned ASAP.
IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS YOU WILL BE RECEIVING THE FOLLOWING NOTES THAT NEED TO BE RETURNED:
Asthma Note - Please complete and return to your classroom teacher even if your child does not suffer from
asthma. Please return by Friday 19th February.
Family Verification Report – Please check and update all the details and return to the classroom teacher as soon
as possible.

SUNSMART
We are a Sunsmart school which means that we have a “NO HAT NO PLAY” policy. School hats are to
be worn outside at all times during Term 1.

NUT ALLERGIES!!!!!!!!!
We have many children that suffer severe reactions to nut based products. The consequences of these allergies
are life threatening. Consequently, we ask that no nut based products (especially Peanut Butter and Nutella
sandwiches) are brought to school. Due to these allergies and the health of our children we have made the
decision that children are not to share food at the school. This means that families are not to send along birthday
cakes, lolly bags or treats for children’s birthdays. Alternately parents may send stickers, pencils, erasers etc., to
celebrate their child’s birthday. I realise this can be inconvenient for parents and children but I am pleading to all
parents to support us in ensuring the safety of our students.
God bless

Mark Basile
Principal

Special Congratulations go to:
Anya S (6M), Michelle N (4S), Grayson R (2G) and Eve C (5P)
who have attained a Gold Badge.
Congratulations also to the following children who have recently been awarded Blue
Badges:
Samuel B (1V), Kobe A (4D), Justin D (4A), Grace M (1H), Dion C (1H), Avisha R (1H),
Jayden G (5A), Julian K (1H), Renae L (5A), Franco A (2G), Evie P (1H), Orlando D (4A),
George Y (2G), Max Z (4C), Savio J (2G), Senaya F (2G), Milana S (2V), and Anthony L (2G).

CALENDAR DATES
FOR
THE NEXT FORTNIGHT

Monday February 1

All Students - Prep to Year 6 begin today

Monday February 1

Preps half day of school this week (8.45 am—12.30 pm)

Wednesday February 3

No Preps today (Rest Day)

Thursday February 4

Opening School Mass (10.15 am)

Friday February 5

Year 6 Interschool Sport (9 am - 11 am)

Monday February 8

Prep PMP (Preps to wear sport uniform today)

Monday February 8

Year 1 - Year 6 Parent / Student / Teacher Interview Bookings open at
7 pm

Wednesday February 10

No Preps today (Rest Day)

Thursday February 11

Reconciliation Family Evening (7 pm)

Friday February 12

Year 6 Interschool Sport (9 am - 11 am)

Print this page and place it on
your fridge

PARENT / STUDENT / TEACHER INTERVIEW
BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS
YEAR 1 TO YEAR 6
Parent / Student / Teacher interviews will be held for students in Year 1 to Year 6 on Thursday 18th
February from 11 am to 8 pm. Please note that the student is to attend the meeting with the parent.
Bookings open at 7 pm on MONDAY 8TH FEBRUARY.

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow these simple instructions.

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au

894t2

Enter THIS school event code. Then
follow the 3 simple steps.

When you click finish, your interview timetable will be emailed to you
automatically - check your junk mail folder if you do not receive your email
immediately.
You can return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any time, and change your
interviews - until bookings close.

BOOKINGS
•

For parents who don’t have access to the internet at home, at work, at a friend’s house or on their
phones, please call the School Office on 9407 3100.

•

Interviews are scheduled for 15 minutes and spaces are limited. It is important that parents are on
time for their scheduled meeting. If you require more time, please contact your teacher directly to
make alternative arrangements.

•

Parents can change their interview bookings any time prior to the day of interview by re-visiting the
www.schoolinterviews.com.au website, and using the event code.
To make the most of your interviews, parents may wish to consider the following questions:
1.
What are your child's strengths?
2.
Where would you like to see your child develop further this year?
3.
What are your child's interests?
4.
Is there anything in your child's life outside school that could be impacting on their educational
development?

COMMUNITY NEWS

