St. Francis of Assisi Primary School
312 Childs Road, Mill Park. 3082
Telephone: 9407.3100
email: principal@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au
8th February, 2021 Newsletter No. 3
Dear Parents,

SCHOOL CAPTAINS
I would like to congratulate our School Leaders for 2021.
They are:
School Captains
Laura B & Michael C
School Vice Captains
Chesna F & Nathan F
Religious Education Captains
Bridgit K & Jamie Q
Religious Education Vice Captains
Angelica M & Viyan P
Sports Captains
Mannix Captains
Angelina S & Damien F
Mannix Vice Captains
Chiara M & Jamie M
MacKillop Captains
Rachael N & Mark T
MacKillop Vice Captains
Tahlia O & Joshua T

Chisholm Captains
Olivia B & Adrian J
Chisholm Vice Captains
Kiara D & Patrick B
Polding Captains
Chiara B & Chaize B
Polding Vice Captains
Allie K & Ryan T

SCHOOL PHOTO DAYS
We are preparing for the challenge of school photo days as we attempt to photograph 45 classes, 1,200
individual photos and 860 family photos. The dates are the 22nd & 23rd February. The children will need to
wear full Summer School Uniform on these days even if they have sport or PMP on one of them. Information on
how to order photos will be sent home with the children on their photo day. Each child will have an individual code
for their class and individual portrait photos. In the past, you have had to order photos prior to the photo days.
This is no longer the case.
Some frequently asked questions regarding photos:
Question:

If my child’s photo has already been taken do they need to be in full uniform on
Tuesday?
Yes, as many children will still need to have family photos taken or if any photos
need to be retaken.

Answer:
Question:

Do I send my child to school with their school jumper?

Answer:

Yes, the photographer will most likely have the children remove their jumper for
the photo but the children can put it back on after the photo.

INFORMATION FROM ARTHUR REED
School Photos 2021 – St Francis of Assisi School
Annual school photos including sibling photos will be taken at St Francis of Assisi
School by Arthur Reed Photos on Monday 22nd & Tuesday 23rd Feb, 2021.
There is no need to return any forms or money to school.
Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families can
register online to view images when they become available in the webshop.
Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer
once you receive it and remember to add the codes for all your children attending this
school.
Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do again this year using your
child’s 2021 image code to link their images for the current year with your contact details.
When images are ready to view and in the webshop, all parents who have registered
will be notified by SMS and email.
Once registered, please wait for notification that 2021 images are online to view
before making your purchase.

NEW STEM CENTRE
I apologise for the attachment of the plans of the new proposed STEM Building at the rear of the school behind
the Library last week. They were hard to download and visualize. I have attached revised plans which are much
clearer. This building will house classrooms for our Year 5 and 6 students, a Science Lab, Robotics Lab, Math’s
Discovery Room and individual music rooms for our Instrumental Music Program. (See attached concept
drawings)

YEAR 3 RECONCILIATION FAMILY EVENING—THURSDAY 11TH FEBRUARY
This will take place this Thursday 11th February (6.45 pm for a 7 pm start) in the School Hall. The evening will be
led by Fr. Anthony and Mr. John Dwyer. One parent and the Year 3 child are required to attend.

SHROVE TUESDAY
Tuesday 16th February is Shrove Tuesday. The Parents’ Association will be providing a
pancake for each child. Order forms were sent home last week. Please make sure you fill
this in and return to the classroom teacher as soon as possible. The Parents’ Association
are also in need of parents to assist with the cooking and distribution of pancakes. If you
could give some time on this day it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Nicole
Meyer on 0466 821 228, if you can assist.

EARLY NOTICE - PUPIL FREE DAY
Please note that there will be a Pupil Free day on the 18th February. This will coincide with our Parent / Teacher
Chats which are scheduled for the same day. Out of School Hours Care will be operating on this day. To book an
interview, please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and use Event Code – 894t2. Bookings are open tonight
(8th February at 7 pm).

OSHC NEWS
The Out of School Hours Program will be operating on the school closure day (Thursday 18th February) from
6.40 am to 6 pm. Children must be registered to attend. Please contact OSHC directly if you wish to use the
program on this day. Phone: 9407 3170.
An urgent reminder, that no children can attend the OSHC program without completing an online registration
form. For details or any help contact Angela or Joy on 9407 3170 or email at oshc.sfoa@gmail.com.
Thanking you.

WORKING BEE / OPEN DAY
Our first Working Bee has been scheduled for Saturday 20th February. Mark this day in your calendar as it is a
good way to come and meet a few families and complete some productive maintenance tasks. As in previous
years on this day we also invite prospective families to come and view our facilities and to chat with members of
our school community.

COMPASS LOGIN—2021
Last week, new families to St. Francis received an envelope containing your new Compass login information. Each
parent has their own unique username and password. We recommend you log into your Compass portal as soon
as possible and also download the mobile app so that you can stay up to date with any school communication.
Parents who already have children at St. Francis did not receive an envelope as you can already access Compass
with your existing login details.
If you have any questions
adato@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au

relating

to

Compass

please

contact

Andrea

Dato

via

email

at:

PARENT HELPERS TRAINING
Due to COVID restrictions we will not be inviting parents to complete the Parent Helpers Program. I am waiting for
directives from Head Office to give us the go ahead. Fingers crossed we will have this important support up and
running by next term.

PREP - PMP
What is PMP? PMP stands for Perceptual Motor Program. It is a Program that aims to develop children's fine and
gross motor skills through a range of movement activities. The Program will run for our Preps on Mondays in Terms
1 and 2 and will be overseen by our Sports Coordinator Mr. Brett McCarthy. The prep children will be required to
wear their sports uniform each Monday and Friday to coincide with PMP (Monday) and PE (Friday). (Please
remember that we have School photos on the 22nd & 23rd February so make sure that your Prep child is in full
summer uniform on these days.)

ASSEMBLIES
Due to COVID restrictions we will not be inviting parents to our Year Level Assemblies. I am hoping by Term 2 we
will have the opportunity for our parents to attend.

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP
The School Uniform can be purchased from Academy Uniforms, 238 Wolseley Place, Thomastown. The Uniform
Shop on the school premises is open on Mondays and Wednesdays from 8.30 am to 10.30 am for the rest of the
year.

NEWSLETTERS
We will again be sending our newsletter via email and the School App (Compass) this year.

2022 PREP ENROLMENTS
Enrolment Forms are available from the School Office for Prep 2022. Current families are asked
to collect your enrolment package from the office or phone them to have one sent home. New
families can contact the office and an enrolment pack will be mailed. To assist our planning it
would be appreciated if existing families can lodge enrolments over the next couple of weeks. Our
first Open Day is set to coincide with the upcoming Working Bee on Saturday, 20th February. (If
you are an existing family make sure that you remember to pick up a T-shirt saying ‘I am going to
St. Francis’ for your child to wear.)

SCHOOL UNIFORM
We would like to encourage all students to wear the correct school uniform. This means some accessories such as
wrist bands, multi-coloured hair bands etc. should not be worn. I ask parents to check labels are on all items of
clothing. School shoes must be worn every school day except on their PE day. (Please Note: Our Prep students
need to wear their Sports Uniform on Monday for PMP and Friday for PE.).

START OF SCHOOL EACH DAY
Children are expected to be at school no later than 8.45 am so that bags can be unpacked and belongings put
away. In an effort to have the children settled and ready for their literacy block at 9 am each day the first bell will
ring at 8.45 am. Upon this bell sounding all students will move into classes. PLEASE NOTE: NO CHILD SHOULD BE
ON THE SCHOOL PREMISES PRIOR TO 8:30 AM, AND STUDENTS ARE TO BE COLLECTED NO LATER THAN 3:45 PM.

SIGNING IN AND OUT
Parents who take a child out of school during school hours must sign the child out and sign the child back in when
the child returns. Parents are asked to try to avoid collecting students during the lunch and recess breaks as it is
often difficult locating the children on the yard.

SCHOOL FEES & PAYMENT PLANS
School Fees were sent home last week. Statements will be sent to all families.
If you opt to pay your fees via instalments:
•
Instalment 1 is due by 19/3/2021
•
Instalment 2 is due by 4/6/2021
•
Instalment 3 is due by 27/8/2021
If you have arranged a payment plan for 2021—these fees are covered by your payment plan.
Thank you to all families who have already made arrangements to pay via direct debit or automatic credit card
payments. Parents wishing to complete a payment plan are asked to send the completed paperwork to the school
office as soon as possible. It is preferred that payments commence before the end of February and are finalised
by November. Payments may be made by cash, cheque or EFT at the school office from 8am to 4pm. If you are
unable to come to the school, direct transfer payments may be made to our school fee account (BSB 083 347 A/C
528755292). Please include your child’s surname in the reference. If you have any queries, please contact Anne
Coleiro or Mary Milione at the school office or email accounts@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND)
If you hold a valid means tested health care card or are a foster parent, you may be eligible for Camps, Sports &
Excursion Fund (CSEF). The annual CSEF amount for primary school students is $125.00. The CSEF is paid directly
to your child's school to be used towards camps, sports and excursion expenses for the benefit of eligible students.
The card must be valid as at 27th January 2021. Parents can obtain a form from the school office or download a
form from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef. The school can accept applications up to 24th June 2021 however
parents are encouraged to lodge their form early. We are unable to accept late applications. The school also
requires a copy of your current health care card.

PARKING
As in all schools pick up and drop off times can be extremely hectic. We do have a number of options for parents
which include the staff car park, the drive through area in front of the church, the back sports oval drive through
road, as well as the shopping centre next door. If parents wish to park they will need to use the shopping centre
carpark. The other access points are only for drive through drop off and pickup. I ask that all parents be extremely
mindful of the safety of the students. Please take your time and observe all regulations as haste may cause an
accident.

STAFF CARPARK
This is a drive through area for drop off and pick up. ONLY STAFF ARE PERMITTED TO PARK IN THIS CARPARK.
PARENTS ARE ASKED NOT TO PARK IN THIS AREA EVEN IF FOR A BRIEF MOMENT! TRAFFIC IS ONE WAY ONLY—DO
NOT DRIVE AGAINST THE FLOW OF TRAFFIC. To allow parents easy access to Before School Care I am asking that
parents who are using the staff car park to drop off children do not queue up before 8.20 am. If you do, you will
be asked to move on by school staff.
PS: The gates are locked at 9.05 am and re-opened at 3 pm each day to ensure the safety of our children.

CHURCH DRIVE THROUGH
This drive through area is one of our main points for drop off and pick up. PLEASE NOTE: This area is single lane
entry even though it is 2 lanes wide. If you are waiting at pick up time at the front of the queue for too long you may
be asked to move to one of the parking bays, so please ask your children to move quickly to pick up areas after
school so that the traffic flows.

PREP & YEAR 1 GATE AREA
This gate will be open before and after school.
Please ensure that the following steps are taken to ensure safety for all:
•
Hold children’s hands at all times.
Reverse park into parking spaces. (Don’t park in reserved parking spots, these are located outside the Day Care
Centre)

•
•
•

Walk along the very side of the road no more than 2 abreast.
Do not cross at the corner. Visibility on this corner is limited.
No student is to exit without the presence of an adult.

SUNSMART
We are a Sunsmart school which means that we have a “NO HAT NO PLAY” policy. School hats are to be worn
outside at all times during Term 1.

NUT ALLERGIES!!!!!!!!!
We have many children that suffer severe reactions to nut based products. The consequences of these allergies
are life threatening. Consequently, we ask that no nut based products (especially Peanut Butter and Nutella
sandwiches) are brought to school. Due to these allergies and the health of our children we have made the
decision that children are not to share food at the school. This means that families are not to send along birthday
cakes, lolly bags or treats for children’s birthdays. Alternately parents may send stickers, pencils, erasers etc., to
celebrate their child’s birthday. I realise this can be inconvenient for parents and children but I am pleading to all
parents to support us in ensuring the safety of our students.

2021 SACRAMENTAL DATES
I would like to advise parents that we have set dates for 2021 First Reconciliation, First Holy Eucharist and
Confirmation. Below is a schedule of these for your reference.

First Reconciliation—2021
Year 3C Wednesday 24th March—10 am
Year 3M Thursday 25th March—10 am
Year 3S Friday 26th March—10 am

Year 3D Wednesday 24th March—12 noon
Year 3R Thursday 25th March—12 noon
Year 3K Friday 26th March—12 noon

First Eucharist—2021—Year 4
Year 4D Saturday 1st May—11.30 am
Year 4J Sunday 2nd May—3 pm
Year 4A Sunday 16th May—1 pm

Year 4S Sunday 2nd May—1 pm
Year 4C Saturday 15th May—11.30 am
Year 4N Sunday 16th May—3 pm

First Eucharist—2021—Year 3
Year 3C Saturday 5th June—11.30 am
Year 3M Sunday 6th June—3 pm
Year 3S Sunday 20th June—1 pm

Year 3D Sunday 6th June—1 pm
Year 3R Saturday 19th June—11.30 am
Year 3K Sunday 20th June—3 pm

Confirmation—2021
Year 6O & 6G
Year 5J & 6W
Year 6F & 6M

Friday 27th August—7 pm
Sunday 29th August—1 pm
Sunday 29th August—3 pm

KEY ENROLMENT DATES FOR YEAR 5 STUDENTS IN 2021 - CATHOLIC SECONDARY
COLLEGE ENROLMENT (STUDENTS STARTING YEAR 7 IN 2023)
If your child is currently in Year 5 (2021) now is the time to enrol for a place at a CATHOLIC secondary college for
the 2023 academic year. Below are some important dates to be aware of:
Key Enrolment Dates for our current YEAR 5 students (2021) for Catholic Secondary Enrolment







Term 1 - January 2021: Applications open for Year 5 students commencing Year 7 in 2023.
Term 3 – 20th August 2021: APPLICATIONS CLOSE.
Term 3 – 3rd September 2021: Principals exchange a full list of applications with neighbouring colleges,
including parish of residence.
Term 3 – 17th September 2021: Principals exchange a full list of applications with neighbouring colleges,
identifying proposed offers and non offers.
Term 4 – 22nd October 2021: Offers posted to prospective Year 7, 2023 applicants.
Term 4 – 12th November 2021: Final date for families to accept offer made by the school.

Should you wish to enrol your child in a government secondary school, this will be facilitated through the transition
coordinator in 2022 when your child is in Year 6.
For transition enquiries please email (Brooke Brennan, Transition Coordinator)
bbrennan@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au and she will be happy to assist you.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Vincent V (5T) who recently received his Grade 2 piano
certificate. Well done Vincent!

Well done Chloe!
“2020 was a challenging year for many children and their families and so I thought
Christmas was the perfect time to cut and donate 35cm of my hair. Through the support
and generosity of family and friends I was able to raise $1457 for the Hair with Heart
Variety Foundation. I hope to bring a smile to those children in need and even inspire
others to do the same.” Chloe S (5A)
God bless

Mark Basile
Principal

Special Congratulations go to:
Dante D (3K), Serafina W (3K), Alexis A (3K), Ruby P (3K). Laura A G (5A) and Mia A (3M)
who have attained a Gold Badge.
Congratulations also to the following children who have recently been awarded Blue
Badges:
Adamo C (1B), Juliette M (1B), Ava Rose N (3M), Daniel J (5T), Matthew F (1A), Ivy U (3D),
Simon B (1V), Zak H (4A), Jade F (2P), Harry M (4S), Olivia B (6J), Arianna M (4C),
Julian M (4A), Allegra G (2I), Sebastian B (2V), Georgia M (4S), Alexandra M (1H),
Angela J (4C), Isabella L (1S), Viyan P (6M), Chesna F (6J), Luke D (4C), Theo L (1H),
Caroline H (1V), Joseph A (6G) and Sebastian D (4D).

CALENDAR DATES
FOR
THE NEXT FORTNIGHT

Monday February 8

Prep PMP (Preps to wear sport uniform today)

Monday February 8

Year 1 - Year 6 Parent / Student / Teacher Interview Bookings open at
7 pm

Tuesday February 9

Safer Internet Day

Wednesday February 10

No Preps today (Rest Day)

Thursday February 11

Reconciliation Family Evening (7 pm)

Friday February 12

Year 6 Interschool Sport (9 am - 11 am)

Monday February 15

Prep PMP (Preps to wear sport uniform today)

Tuesday February 16

Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day)

Wednesday February 17

No Preps today (Rest Day)

Wednesday February 17

Ash Wednesday - Mass Times: 10.15 am (Years 1, 2 & 6);
12.15 pm (Years 3, 4 & 5)

Wednesday February 17

BDSSA Swimming

Thursday February 18

Year 1—Year 6 Parent / Teacher / Student Chats (11 am - 8 pm)
PUPIL FREE DAY

Friday February 19

Year 6 Interschool Sport (9 am - 11 am)

Friday February 19

Ash Friday (Preps) - 10.30 am

Saturday February 20

Working Bee / Open Day (9am - 11.30 am)

Print this page and place it on
your fridge

MUSIC NEWS
Dear Parents and Students,
Welcome to all aspiring and continuing music students at SFOA. I have so much to tell you - make sure you read
to the end!!
If you are not yet enrolled in our Instrumental or Choral programmes, now is the time!
St Francis of Assisi offers an incredible amount of choice to students interested in music. Everything from piano
and keyboard, strings, guitar, percussion and voice through to the Ensembles; Rock Band, Vocal Harmony and
Intermediate Band. The Ensembles are a fantastic way to join with others who also enjoy learning to sing and
play.
Instrumental application forms are on the website or at the school office. It’s not too late to start and the
benefits are marvelous.
If you already learn an instrument then joining an Ensemble is the next step for you! If you sing - even if only in
the shower - join the Choir or Vocal Harmony group, Music is meant to be a shared experience.
Check the details below and come along to try out.
ALL Ensembles will begin in Week 4 (Week beginning Monday 15th February). ALL Ensembles are free to join.
Rock Band: (Years 5 & 6): Tuesday mornings at 8 am - try out over the next couple of weeks. We need guitarists,
drummers and keyboard players who have been learning for at least 2 years. Just rock up on Tuesdays.
Intermediate Band and Strings (Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 ): Wednesday Mornings at 8 am - for anyone who would like to
join a group of enthusiastic musicians - Violin, Cello, Keyboard and Guitar.
Come along and have a play on Wednesdays, Bring your instrument.

Vocal Harmony Group: (Years 4, 5 & 6) Thursday mornings 8 am. Learn to sing in parts and develop your
musical ear. We need people who have a good ear and can sing in tune. We are aiming for acapella success!
Choir: Choir rehearsals take place on Tuesday at Lunchtime (first half only) and are open to anyone who is keen
to sing especially at Mass (Years 1- 6).
Kind regards,
Christine Grey
Music Teacher

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION NEWS
Hello Parents!
Welcome to a new school year and welcome to our new Prep parents. I hope your children have settled in and
are looking forward to the year ahead.
As you are aware the Parents’ Association raise funds and provide a number of events for our children throughout
the school year including:
 Pancake Tuesday (16/02)
 Hot food days (twice per term)
 School disco
 Mother’s and Fathers’ Day stalls
 Second hand uniforms
 Christmas Concert sausage sizzle

The main goals of the Parents’ Association is providing a service to the children through our Hot Food days and
fundraising.
All the funds raised by the Parents’ Association are returned to the school via purchases of school equipment,
books and other resources,
Did you know the work of the Parents’ Association has paid for:
2011
2012
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019

Synthetic grass outside Grade 1 Building
Blue Report Folders
Gazebo
Blue Report Folders
Literacy Program kits
Prep Playground equipment
Synthetic turf (Basketball Courts)
Rubber softfall in the Prep Playground
Senior Playground equipment
Senior Playground equipment

Over $300,000 in 9 years
All children benefit from the work of the Parents’ Association.
Want to help the Parents’ Association or find out more?
During the year we will be sending out emails asking for assistance. This can be anything - helping out at a
school event such as upcoming Pancake Tuesday, Hot Food days etc. If you are able to help we will advise which
coordinator you can contact and provide their contact details.
There is no requirement to sit on the Parents’ Association Committee or run an event, however if you are
interested in getting more involved we have a great team of committed parents and a fabulous support network.
No one works on their own, we all help each other to do the best for our students.
For new parents to St Francis our meetings are open to everyone to attend.
Feel free to contact me at papres@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au
There will be plenty of opportunities to help, look out for Parents’ Association news and events in the newsletter.
I hope to see you all during the year.
Regards,
Katy Weng
On behalf of the St Francis of Assisi Parents’ Association

PARENT / STUDENT / TEACHER INTERVIEW
BOOKING INSTRUCTIONS
YEAR 1 TO YEAR 6
Parent / Student / Teacher interviews will be held for students in Year 1 to Year 6 on Thursday 18th
February from 11 am to 8 pm. Please note that the student is to attend the meeting with the parent.
Bookings open at 7 pm on MONDAY 8TH FEBRUARY.

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow these simple instructions.

Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au

894t2

Enter THIS school event code. Then
follow the 3 simple steps.

When you click finish, your interview timetable will be emailed to you
automatically - check your junk mail folder if you do not receive your email
immediately.
You can return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any time, and change your
interviews - until bookings close.

BOOKINGS
•

For parents who don’t have access to the internet at home, at work, at a friend’s house or on their
phones, please call the School Office on 9407 3100.

•

Interviews are scheduled for 15 minutes and spaces are limited. It is important that parents are on
time for their scheduled meeting. If you require more time, please contact your teacher directly to
make alternative arrangements.

•

Parents can change their interview bookings any time prior to the day of interview by re-visiting the
www.schoolinterviews.com.au website, and using the event code.
To make the most of your interviews, parents may wish to consider the following questions:
1.
What are your child's strengths?
2.
Where would you like to see your child develop further this year?
3.
What are your child's interests?
4.
Is there anything in your child's life outside school that could be impacting on their educational
development?

COMMUNITY NEWS

