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Dear Parents, 

 

 

YEAR 3 RECONCILIATION 
Our Year 3 students will be celebrating the sacrament of Reconciliation next week.    

  

Celebration times are: 

Wednesday 24th March 10 am-11 am (Year 3C) & 12 pm—1 pm (Year 3D) 

Thursday 25th March 10 am-11 am (Year 3M) & 12 pm —1 pm (Year 3R) 

Friday 26th March 10 am-11 am (Year 3S) & 12 pm —1 pm (Year 3K) 

  
The celebration will begin with a simple prayer liturgy and then students will 

individually receive the Sacrament or a blessing from Fr. Anthony or Fr. Jose.  

  

Family members are warmly invited to attend and are encouraged to receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation if they wish to do so. The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

is a sacred and personal Sacrament and I ask that all those in attendance help to 

maintain a reverent and reflective atmosphere by avoiding unnecessary 

movement or talking.   

  

The students will receive a stole which is a visible sign of God’s presence in their 

lives and a mass book which they can keep as a memento of their special day.  

 

  

BEYBLADES AND POKEMON CARDS 
It’s great to watch the student’s conversing and being involved in group games in 

the playground. One of my favourite pastimes is to observe the students 

participate in Beyblade tournaments. Unfortunately, we have had a few issues with 

children trading Beyblades and Pokemon cards. I have tried to put a stop to 

trading in the school and if you could reinforce this message to your children at 

home that would be beneficial for us all. 

  

WORKING BEE 

Our First Working Bee for the year will be held this Saturday 20th 

March from 9 am to 11.30 am. I hope that as many families as 

possible can attend so that we can further enhance our facilities 

for our students.  A separate flyer will be sent home this week 

asking parents to indicate whether they can attend.  SEE YOU 

THERE! 

  

OPEN DAY – SATURDAY, 20TH MARCH 
Our Second Open Day is Scheduled for this Saturday, 20th March, 9 am - 

11.30 am. I look forward to the opportunity to show off our school to new 

prospective families and welcome them into our community. 
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WINTER UNIFORM TIMELINE 
Children are expected to change into their Winter uniform at the commencement of Week 4—Term 2 (Monday 10th 

May), however parents are invited to use their discretion as weather dictates over the next month.   The children 

are not required to wear their school hats in Term 2. 

 

2022 PREP ENROLMENTS 
Enrolment Forms are available from the School Office for Prep 2022.  Current families are asked to collect your 

enrolment package from the office or phone them to have one sent home. New families can contact the office and 

an enrolment pack will be mailed.  To assist our planning it would be appreciated if existing families can lodge 

enrolments over the next couple of weeks. Our second Open Day is set to coincide with our first Working Bee this 

Saturday, 20th March. (If you are an existing family make sure that you remember to pick up a T-shirt saying ‘I am 

going to St. Francis’ for your child to wear.) 

 

PATIENCE AND COMMONSENSE  
You may have noticed me standing at the front of the school during drop off and pick up times. I would like to 

compliment all of you for your patience and courtesy during these times. I am pleased to say that all our parents 

seem to be using the crossing guards and traffic lights when crossing roads. I know that for all of you this would 

seem like commonsense, but some people place their children’s lives at risk by trying to cross where the traffic is 

most congested where there are no lights. Thank you for being good models for your children by using the 

pedestrian lights and thank you for your courtesy and patience when driving through the congested parts of Childs 

road safely.  

 

TRAFFIC IN MOORHEAD DRIVE 
In the interests of student safety, I ask all parents to ensure that any students being collected outside the school 

gates on Moorhead Drive do not cross the road unless they use the designated crossing (opposite Mill Park 

Secondary School entrance) or are accompanied by a parent. 

 

It has recently been observed on numerous occasions by both staff and parents that some of our senor students 

have been crossing Moorhead Drive without parent accompaniment and without using the designated pedestrian 

crossing. 

 

Moorhead Drive is a very busy road especially around school collection time and the numerous cars parked on 

both sides of the road makes it an extremely hazardous situation for students. There has even been a recent 

report of one of our students running across Moorhead Drive to meet their mother who was waiting in the car and 

being narrowly missed by an oncoming vehicle. Thankfully the student was not injured, however this incident 

teaches us an important lesson about the vital role we all play in keeping our children safe.   

In order to ensure the continued safety of our students we ask for all parents to speak to their children about 

appropriate road safe behaviours and model these behaviours when dropping off or collecting their children in 

Moorhead Drive. 
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS – 2021 
Our annual school photos have been taken and are now ready to order. 
 

Arthur Reed Photos uses an online ordering system where you can view your photos prior to ordering. 
 

On photo day all students received a flyer which includes a code unique to them. 
 

You will require this 2021 code to register online and view your photos. 
 

If you have already registered, you will receive an email or SMS from Arthur Reed Photos with a link to view your 

photos. 
 

If you have not yet registered, please go to order.arphotos.com.au and enter your code to complete your order. 
 

 

If you have misplaced your registration code, please contact the Arthur Reed Photos customer service team 

directly on 5243 4390 or customerservice@arphotos.com.au 
 

Please note that you will need to register online with your 2021 photo code to gain access to this year’s images. 
 

All photo packages are being sent home in 2021, so please ensure that you enter the correct details and 

nominated shipping address upon checkout. 
 

If you require any assistance ordering your photos, please contact Arthur Reed Photos directly on 5243 4390 or 

email customerservice@arphotos.com.au 

http://order.arphotos.com.au/
mailto:customerservice@arphotos.com.au
mailto:customerservice@arphotos.com.au


SCHOOL FEES 
A reminder to all families who are paying fees via instalments that the first instalment is due this Friday 19th 

March 2021.  

Please note that fees can be paid at the school office, by completing the remittance advice at the bottom of your 

statement and returning to the finance department for us to process, or alternatively you can pay fees via internet 

banking.   School bank details are on the top right hand corner of the statement. 

If you have any queries in relation to fees please contact Mary or Anne on 9407 3100. 

 

PASSION PLAY 

Due to COVID restrictions the Year 6 students will not be performing the Passion Play at 12 noon on Good Friday 

as we have done in the past. 
 

We are limited with the amount of people who can attend each Passion Play in the church. When 168 Year 6 

students are already in the church performing it does not leave many more places for others to attend. 
 

To provide parents of Year 6 students with the opportunity to view the live performance, we have scheduled an 

additional performance outside school hours for those parents who wish to attend. 
 

The schedule of our Passion Play performances is outlined below for your reference. 

Monday, 29th March 12.15 pm - 12.45 pm (Prep) 

Monday, 29th March 1.15 pm - 1.45 pm (Year 1) 

Monday, 29th March 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm (Only 1 Parent from each Year 6 family can attend) 

Tuesday 30th March 12.15 pm - 12.45 pm (Year 2) 

Tuesday 30th March 1.15 pm - 1.45 pm (Year 5) 

Wednesday, 31st March 12.15 pm - 12.45 pm (Year 3) 

Wednesday, 31st March 1.15 pm - 1.45 pm (Year 4)  

I apologise for any inconvenience or disappointment, but we are bound by government restrictions. 

 

JUNIOR ATHLETICS — POSTPONED  
Normally we have our Junior Athletics during Term 1 however we have decided to postpone the Junior Athletics 

Sports Day until we can have all our parents onsite to enjoy the day with the children. I am hoping that by Term 4 

when the weather is warmer and the COVID restrictions have lifted, we will all have the opportunity to enjoy the 

day organized by Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Talarico. 

  

END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS 
Term 1 will conclude on Thursday 1st April at 1 pm.  (Good Friday, 2nd April is a Public Holiday)   

  

BEGINNING OF TERM 2 
The children will commence for Term 2 on Monday 19th April at 8.45 am.  
  

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND) 
If you hold a valid means tested health care card or are a foster parent, you may be eligible for Camps, Sports & 

Excursion Fund (CSEF). The annual CSEF amount for primary school students is $125.00. The CSEF is paid directly 

to your child's school to be used towards camps, sports and excursion expenses for the benefit of eligible 

students. The card must be valid as at 27th January 2021. Parents can obtain a form from the school office or 

download a form from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef.  The school can accept applications up to 24th June 2021 

however parents are encouraged to lodge their form early. We are unable to accept late applications. The school 

also requires a copy of your current health care card. 

  

2021 SACRAMENTAL DATES  
I would like to advise parents that we have set dates for 2021 First Reconciliation, First Holy Eucharist and 

Confirmation.  Below is a schedule of these for your reference.  

  

First Reconciliation—2021 
Year 3C    Wednesday 24th March—10 am  Year 3D   Wednesday 24th March—12 noon 

Year 3M   Thursday 25th March—10 am Year 3R   Thursday 25th March—12 noon 

Year 3S   Friday 26th March—10 am   Year 3K   Friday 26th March—12 noon 

  

First Eucharist—2021—Year 4 
Year 4D   Saturday 1st May—11.30 am Year 4S   Sunday 2nd May—1 pm 

Year 4J   Sunday 2nd May—3 pm  Year 4C   Saturday 15th May—11.30 am 

Year 4A   Sunday 16th May—1 pm  Year 4N   Sunday 16th May—3 pm 

First Eucharist—2021—Year 3 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef


Year 3C   Saturday 5th June—11.30 am Year 3D   Sunday 6th June—1 pm 

Year 3M   Sunday 6th June—3 pm  Year 3R   Saturday 19th June—11.30 am 

Year 3S   Sunday 20th June—1 pm  Year 3K   Sunday 20th June—3 pm 

 

Confirmation—2021 
Year 6O & 6G Friday 27th August—7 pm Year 6J & 6W Sunday 29th August—1 pm 

Year 6F & 6M Sunday 29th August 3 pm 

 

KEY ENROLMENT DATES FOR YEAR 5 STUDENTS IN 2021 - CATHOLIC SECONDARY 

COLLEGE ENROLMENT (STUDENTS STARTING YEAR 7 IN 2023) 
  

If your child is currently in Year 5 (2021) now is the time to enrol for a place at a CATHOLIC secondary college for 

the 2023 academic year. Below are some important dates to be aware of: 

  

Key Enrolment Dates for our current YEAR 5 students (2021) for Catholic Secondary Enrolment 

  

 Term 1 - January 2021: Applications open for Year 5 students commencing Year 7 in 2023 

 Term 3 – 20th August 2021: APPLICATIONS CLOSE 

 Term 3 – 3rd September 2021: Principals exchange a full list of applications with neighbouring colleges, 

including parish of residence 

 Term 3 – 17th September 2021: Principals exchange a full list of applications with neighbouring colleges, 

identifying proposed offers and non offers 

 Term 4 – 22nd October 2021: Offers posted to prospective Year 7, 2023 applicants 

 Term 4 – 12th November 2021: Final date for families to accept offer made by the school. 

Should you wish to enrol your child in a government secondary school, this will be facilitated through the transition 

coordinator in 2022 when your child is in Year 6. 

 

For transition enquiries please email (Brooke Brennan, Transition Coordinator) 

bbrennan@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au and she will be happy to assist you.  

 

God bless, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Basile 

Principal 

 

You are Invited to the Alpha Course! 

 

The next Alpha Course will run in Term 2, 2021. 

 

Alpha is an exciting refresher Course in the Christian faith and gives help for parents of school 

aged children who feel they need answers to their children’s questions. 

 

The Alpha Course in 2021 will start on Thursday, 15th April, 

and run for ten Thursdays, to be held in St Francis Hall, starting 7 pm - 9.30 pm.  

 

Enquiries: 9407 6700 or pick up a brochure at the School Office. 

mailto:bbrennan@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au


CALENDAR DATES  

FOR 

THE NEXT FORTNIGHT 

Monday March 15 Prep PMP 

Monday March 15 World Maths Day 

Tuesday March 16 NMR Swimming 

Friday March 19 Year 6 Interschool Sport  (9 am  -  11 am) 

Saturday March 20 Working Bee and Prep Open Day  (9 am  -  11.30 am) 

  

Monday March 22 Prep PMP 

Wednesday March 24 Year 3C Reconciliation (10 am)  &  Year 3D Reconciliation (12 pm) 

Wednesday March 24 NMR Bowls 

Wednesday March 24 Maths Olympiad 

Thursday March 25 Year 3M Reconciliation (10 am)  &  Year 3R Reconciliation (12 pm) 

Friday March 26 Year 3S Reconciliation (10 am)  &  Year 3K Reconciliation (12 pm) 

Print this page and place it on  
your fridge 



SPOTLIGHT ON LITERACY at SFOA 

At St Francis of Assisi, we believe the teaching of Literacy is fundamental to all areas of the 

curriculum. The teaching of Literacy occurs every day in every classroom.  Through the 

integration of the three strands: Reading & Viewing, Writing and Speaking & Listening, the 

students are provided with learning experiences that enable them to develop skills and 

strategies to be competent and confident users of the English language. Literacy skills are taught through 

modelled, guided and independent learning experiences, based on explicit teaching.  

  

 

Reading and Viewing  
At St. Francis of Assisi, we are committed to a daily Literacy block that 

consists of shared reading, small group work, independent tasks and time 

for reflecting on our learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

This year we have implemented a synthetic phonics approach to teaching 

reading in the Prep classrooms. We are at the beginning stages of 

implementing the InitiaLit Program which is an evidence-based whole-class 

Literacy program providing all children with the essential core knowledge and 

strong foundations to become successful readers and writers.  Our InitiaLit–

Prep program  incorporates the key components necessary for early reading 

instruction – phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and 

comprehension. 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing  
At St. Francis of Assisi, students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts including 

narratives, procedures, performances, reports, reviews, explanations and discussions. Students practise, 

consolidate and extend what they have learned. They also develop an increasingly sophisticated understanding of  

grammar and language structure. Gradually, more complex punctuation, clause and sentence structures, and 

textual purposes are introduced. 

Learning and Teaching 



Spelling - SMART Spelling 
Years 1 - 6 use the SMART Spelling approach to teach spelling. This approach is designed to support teachers in 

the explicit and systematic teaching of spelling. The program is based on whole 

words with an emphasis on spelling patterns, meaning and vocabulary 

development. Students are given opportunities to read their spelling words, 

understand what they mean and how to use them. SMART Spelling is an 

acronym for the sequence that teachers follow to teach words to students.  It 

stands for: 

Say 

Meaning 

Analyse 

Remember 

Teach 

The spelling program runs through a weekly routine. Part of this routine is to 

have a weekly list of words which have a common pattern. The students choose 

words they want to focus on and highlight them.   

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 
At St. Francis of Assisi we seek to develop the oral language competence of students across the school. Teachers 

plan and implement strategies which specifically target the development of oral language skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any queries or questions about the teaching of Literacy at St Francis, please feel free to contact me at 

jhuy@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au 

 

Jane Huy 

Literacy Leader 

Learning and Teaching 

mailto:jhuy@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au


 

Lent- A Time for Reflection and Growth 
 

As the prodigal son returned to his father and confessed, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 

you” (Luke 15:21), during Lent, we too are called to turn back to our father in heaven. Reconciliation is a life-

giving and very beautiful sacrament, and our Year Three students will receive this sacrament for the first time 

next week.  

The teachers have been preparing the children for this sacrament during the term, and like last year, the 

celebration of First Reconciliation will be held during the school day. It is not necessary for parents to be 

present during this sacrament; however, parents are warmly invited to attend these beautiful, reflective 

ceremonies if they would like to share in this special event with their child.  

 

We still need to be mindful of limiting the numbers of people inside the church in line with our school’s COVID-

Safe protocols. Within the current context, families will be permitted to invite 5 family members to this special 

sacramental event if they wish to do so. We will also require all family members to record their names and phone 

numbers upon arrival for contact tracing purposes. 

 

Scheduled dates for the Sacrament of Reconciliation are: 

Year 3C: Wednesday 24th  March 10am-11am  

Year 3D: Wednesday 24th March 12 noon-1pm  

Year 3M: Thursday 25th March 10am-11am  

Year 3R: Thursday 25th March 12 noon-1pm  

Year 3S: Friday 26th March 10am-11am  

Year 3K:  Friday 26th March 12 noon-1pm 

 

As a memento of their special day, each student will receive a children’s missal. This missal is a gift from the St 

Francis of Assisi School community to mark this special sacramental milestone. Students are encouraged to take 

their missals with them when attending mass with their class and when attending mass with their family on the 

weekend.  

 

Once the students have received the sacrament of First Reconciliation, they will also receive a white stole from 

the priest. The stole is used as a visible sign of Christ‘s unconditional love for them. This stole will also be worn 

when students receive their First Eucharist in June. Parents will have the opportunity to have a symbol of 

Eucharist embroidered onto their stole to accompany the images related to Baptism and Reconciliation which 

are already embossed on the stole.  

 

In keeping with recent Archdiocesan procedural requirements relating to the Sacrament of Penance, we remind 

parents that there will be no group photos taken or individual certificates distributed during the service. Parents 

are very welcome to take photos of their own child after the service if they wish to do so. 

 

As we journey toward the joyous season of Easter, we look forward with great anticipation to our Holy Week 

commemorations. Beginning next week, all classes will be invited to reflect upon Christ’s passion by exploring 

the Stations of the Cross situated around the school grounds.  

 

Also, during the final week of the term, the Year Six students will present a dramatised interpretation of the 

events of Good Friday to the staff and students from Prep-Year 5. There will also be an additional performance 

scheduled for Monday 29th March for parents of our Year 6 students to view their child’s liturgical expression 

of the Gospel. In keeping with our school’s COVID-Safe plan, we need to restrict parent numbers to one parent 

from each Year 6 Six family. An online booking system will be used to record details of those attending. 

Further information will be forthcoming in the days ahead for Year Six families. 

 

Dates and Times of our Year Six Passion Play performances are listed below.  

 

Monday, 29th March   12.15 pm  -  12.45 pm (Prep) 

Monday, 29th March   1.15 pm  -  1.45 pm (Year 1) 

Monday, 29th March    6.30 pm  -  7.30 pm ( 1 Parent from each Year 6 family) 

Tuesday 30th March   12.15 pm  -  12.45 pm (Year 2) 

Tuesday 30th March    1.15 pm  -  1.45 pm (Year 5) 

Wednesday, 31st  March  12.15 pm  -  12.45 pm (Year 3) 

Wednesday, 31st  March   1.15 pm  -  1.45 pm (Year 4)  

RE News 



 

Year Six students are reminded that they are required to bring black pants, black shoes and a white t-shirt to 

school for their performances in the final week of term.  

Unfortunately, Prep-Year 5 parents will be unable to view these performances this year due to our ongoing 

COVID-Safe protocols. We thank all parents for their understanding in this matter and pray that in the very 

near future it will be safe enough to gather as a whole school community to celebrate these important 

liturgical events.   

 

Please Note: Due to COVID restrictions the Year 6 students will not be performing the Passion Play at 12 noon on 

Good Friday as we have done in the past. 

To conclude our Easter story, we will be celebrating Christ’s resurrection with a liturgical prayer service during 

week 1 of Term 2. Several junior classes have been invited to contribute to this celebration of Easter hope and 

joy and we look forward to entering into the Easter season as a faith community. At this stage it is envisaged 

that this prayer service will be facilitated by teachers within classrooms using a digital platform to comply with 

our current COVID-Safe practices. 

 

Project Compassion- A gift of Life. 

During Lent, we are called to spend time in prayer, fast from those things that keep us alienated from God and 

extend our generosity to all we meet. Caritas’ Project Compassion Appeal is a perfect opportunity for families to 

answer the Christian call to support the needy of our world.  

 

I encourage each family in the coming weeks to continue to collect money in the Project Compassion donation 

box and return it to their parish church when Lent concludes. This is a wonderful chance to teach our children 

the true message of Christ’s love and generosity. If you would like to find out more about how your donations are 

helping people around the world, I encourage you to follow the link below to the Caritas web page. 

https://lent.caritas.org.au/ 

 

Eucharist- The Source and Summit of the Catholic faith 

Next term we continue our sacramental journey and we turn our attention to the source and summit of the 

Catholic faith- Holy Eucharist. We will be holding a Eucharist Information evening for both parents and students 

in Years Three and Four on Thursday, 22nd April from 7pm—8pm. In order to comply with current Government 

regulations regarding appropriate social distancing measures, Year Three parents will gather in the church and 

Year Four parents will gather in the hall. The evening will be facilitated by Fr Anthony/ Fr Jose (Year 3 session) 

and myself (Year 4 session) and will provide parents with the opportunity to discuss and explore the rituals, 

themes and richness of this beautiful sacrament.  

We ask that all families attend our evening as it will be an important stepping stone in the student’s sacramental 

journey.  

 

First Eucharist—2021—Year 4 

Year 4D   Saturday 1st May—11.30 am Year 4S   Sunday 2nd May—1 pm 

Year 4J   Sunday 2nd May—3 pm  Year 4C   Saturday 15th May—11.30 am 

Year 4A   Sunday 16th May—1 pm  Year 4N   Sunday 16th May—3 pm 

  

First Eucharist—2021—Year 3 

Year 3C   Saturday 5th June—11.30 am Year 3D   Sunday 6th June—1 pm 

Year 3M   Sunday 6th June—3 pm  Year 3R   Saturday 19th June—11.30 am 

Year 3S   Sunday 20th June—1 pm  Year 3K   Sunday 20th June—3 pm 

 

We remind all families, that it is an expectation that all students attend their class’ scheduled mass in May or 

June-either to receive their First Eucharist or for a blessing. These celebrations are a public expression of our 

Christian identity and as such it is very important for all students and their families to be actively involved in 

celebrating the faith journey of the children.  Please keep the Year Three and Four students in your prayers as 

they journey towards this special sacramental event. 

As we journey through the year, we ask for your continued prayers for the Year Six students who will be receiving 

the sacrament of Confirmation towards the end of Term Three. 

 

Scheduled dates for the sacrament of Confirmation are; 

Year 6O & 6G Friday 27th August—7 pm 

Year 6J & 6W Sunday 29th August—1 pm 

Year 6F & 6M Sunday 29th August 3 pm 

  

RE News 

https://lent.caritas.org.au/


 

Time to Pray 
 
As we celebrate the Feast of St Patrick on Wednesday 17th March, we give thanks for the  

Patron Saint of Melbourne as we pray; 
 

God our Father, 
You sent Saint Patrick to preach your glory to 
the people of Ireland. 
By the help of his prayers, may all Christians proclaim  
your love to all men. 
May we, your faithful, follow in the footsteps of St Patrick, 
To love and serve the Lord. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ.   
Amen.  
 
God bless, 

John Dwyer,  

Deputy Principal / Religious Education Leader  

RE News 

 

 

Talking About Our  

Ideas in Year 1M! 
 

 

It was fantastic to see the students of 1M using time connectives to draw, think and talk about their ideas before 

writing. 

 

The students use a template that includes time connectives such as first, next, after that and finally to scaffold 

their thoughts and flesh out their ideas. The vocabulary used during this purposeful discussion time blew us all 

away. The children also enjoyed using hand gestures for each of the time connectives which helped sequence 

their ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any queries or questions about the learning and teaching practices at St Francis, please feel free to 

contact me on  9407 3100 or via email at christina.padula@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au. 

 

Christina Padula 

Learning and Teaching Leader 



Over the past 4 weeks a selection of Grade 5 students have commenced learning the techniques  

of Debating. They have gained knowledge in the area of how a debate is judged, how to construct  

a debate and the speaking roles of debaters. They have also worked collaboratively and engaged in games that 

develop public speaking awareness and skills. The students have now been placed into teams and will begin 

working on their affirmative and negative speeches to compete at our in-house school debate in June. 

Grade 5 Debating 

Why would I like to debate? 

The reason I am excited to do debating is because I think I am pretty 

good at arguing and public speaking in front of people. I am a positive 

and confident speaker and will enjoy being in a team with other Grade 

5s. I know I can make my point in an argument because I do have 

both a brother and a sister. I am happy to take on any role and do my 

best with what I learn in debating.     

By Zach Y 5F 

Why I wanted to do debating and why I love it? 

The reason why I really wanted to do debating was because in Year 3 

I did a bit of debating with my class. After this, I thought to myself 

that arguing and trying to prove a point was fun and I would like to 

do more but I hadn’t gotten the chance to. When I hit Year 5 and 

heard that I had the chance to actually debate in an actual club, I 

was really excited. After I was selected and accepted to join, I knew it 

was a really good decision because I really love what we do in the 

club like; play games that help us with public speaking, learn about 

the rules of a debate and learn about all the different ways of 

debating. All of that is why I wanted to debate and why I love 

debating.   

By Zoe M 5H 

Why I wanted to Debate? 

I wanted to do debating because I always thought of myself as a 

great speaker, but I could not think of any jobs that I could use 

my voice in. When my teacher offered me a spot on the debating 

team, I was very delighted. Now I can’t wait to help my team, 

research the debate, speak, rebut and convince the adjudicator 

why we should win. I know that I will be able to not only look at 

my palm card but out of my head come up with things to say and 

rebut and that is why I love and wanted to be a debater.  

By Nate M 5A 

How I feel about Debating? 

Grade 5 debating is AMAZING! You get to build up your 

confidence and learn so many new things. Miss 

Veronica teaches the Year 5 debating sessions, and 

she does a great job at it! So far in the debating 

sessions I have learnt what matter, manner and 

method means.  

By Erica B 5H 



SFOA SCHOOL SWIM TEAM 
 

Our St Francis Swimmers have had a busy start to the year!  After winning our District Event 

held at Watermarc, Greensborough they progressed through to the Whittlesea Primary 

Division Swimming Carnival, held at Northcote Swimming pools on Tuesday 2nd March. In 

total 22 S.F.O.A swimmers have represented the school during this year’s Swimming 

Carnivals. 

 

As always, our students showed exemplary behaviour, underpinned by brilliant sportsmanship and 100% effort. 

 

Congratulations to all our swimmers and we wish those who are progressing to the next level of competition all 

the best. Below are some photos from the District Carnival and the list of students who represented our school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Brett McCarthy & Adrian Talarico 

 Sports Teachers 

SPORTS NEWS 



 

9407 6700   
www.cam.org.au/millpark 

millpark@cam.org.au 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES:    

SATURDAY VIGIL: 5.00 PM;   

SUNDAY: 9 AM, 10.30 AM & 5.00 PM. 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:    

   Monday – Saturday 9.15 am.  

   Wednesday 7.30 pm  Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

VIGIL MASS: 

   First Friday of the month 7:30 pm - 9:oo pm 

RECONCILIATION:               

   Saturday 9.45 am.  

   Wednesday evening after Mass & Novena. 

ADORATION:                       

   Saturday 9.45 am – 10:30 am concluding with  

   Benediction. 

MARRIAGES:           

   By appointment with a Priest. Contact Parish Office 

BAPTISMS:                           

   By appointment with a priest. Contact Parish Office 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD:  

   Sundays 10.30 am Mass during school term 

FILIPINO MASS:   

   2nd Sunday of the month at 12 noon  

MALTESE MASS:  

   3rd Sat. of the month at 4pm (chapel).    

   Confessions: 3.30 pm;  Rosary:  3.40 pm. 

ST ANTHONY’S PRAYER GROUP MASS:  

   1st, 2nd & 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7 pm.     

INDONESIAN FAMILY GROUP MASS:  

   3rd Saturday of the month at 7 pm.      

JESUS YOUTH PRAYER GROUP:  

   Every Thursday at 7:00 pm (chapel). 

HEALING MASS:  

   2nd Saturday of the month 6:30 pm.   

LIFETEEN: 

   Sunday after 5:00 pm Mass. Contact 9407 6704 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET:  

   Every Friday at 3:00 pm (chapel) . 

NOVENA TO ST ANTHONY (MALAYALAM):  

   Every Tuesday at 7:00 pm. 

LEGION OF MARY:    

   Every Thursday at 10:15 am in the parish nook.  

WORD OF LIFE PRAYER GROUP: 

   Every Friday at 7:30 pm (chapel) 

15th March 2021 

MASS BOOKINGS  
All bookings will commence Tuesday at 10 am for the week ahead. Phone 
bookings for the entire week will only be taken on Tuesdays from 10 am 
to 4 pm on 9407 6701.  TryBooking online bookings can be made before 
5 pm the previous day throughout the week, if seats are available. Please 
arrive 15 to 20 minutes prior to Mass to enable list checking 
requirements to occur without difficulty. Please be aware that entry is 
not permitted once Mass begins. Please be aware you will need to book 
for all liturgical ceremonies within the Church. Please remember to wear 
masks inside the church at all times  
 

FRIDAYS DURING LENT 
Stations of the Cross will follow directly after the Friday morning Mass. 
Stations of the Cross will also take place at 7:00 pm each Friday with 
Mass following directly afterwards.  
 

ALPHA 
The next Alpha Course will run in Term 2, starting 15th April.   
Explore questions of life and faith and make new friendships at Alpha. 
Alpha is an exciting refresher Course in the Christian faith.  
The Alpha Course in 2021 will start on Thursday, 15th April, 7:00 pm - 
9:30 pm. Alpha runs for ten Thursdays. Enquiries contact  9407 6700. 
 

HOLY WEEK TIMETABLE 
PALM SUNDAY 28/03 
 Sat vigil 5 pm. Sun 9:00 am, 10:30 am & 5 pm 
 Blessing of palms starts 5 minutes before Mass  
 Please gather in the school courtyard for the blessing  
 (weather permitting)  
MONDAY 29/03 
 Mass 9:15 am followed by Confessions to 10:30 am 
TUESDAY 30/03 
 Mass 9:15 am followed by Confessions to 10:30 am 
 Confessions from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
WEDNESDAY 31/03 
 Mass 9:15 am followed by Confessions to 10:30 am 
 Mass 7:30 pm. Confessions from 7:45 pm to 8:30 pm 
THURSDAY 1/04  
 (No morning Mass) 
 Mass of the Lenten Supper 7:30 pm  
 Watch at the Altar of Repose in the chapel until midnight 
GOOD FRIDAY 2/04  
 Stations of the Cross 9:30 am 
 Liturgical Action of the Lord’s Passion 12 noon & 3 pm  
HOLY SATURDAY 3/04 
 Confessions 9:30 am-11 am. (No morning Mass) 
 Family Vigil 5:00 pm 
 Easter Vigil 8:00 pm 
EASTER SUNDAY 4/04 
 Mass 9:00 am, 10:30 am & 5:00 pm 

 





 

 

Community News 
Parade College - Term 2 Family Tour Dates 

  

Week 2:  Tues 27 April – Preston, 

   Wed 28 April – Bundoora 

Week 4:  Tues 11 May – Preston 

   Wed 12 May – Bundoora 

Week 5:  Tue 18 May – Preston 

   Fri 21 May – Bundoora 

Week 7:  Tue 1 June – Preston 

   Fri 4 June – Bundoora 

Week 8:  Mon 7 June – Preston 

   Tues 8 June – Bundoora 

Week 10:  Tues 22 June – Preston 

   Wed 23 June – Bundoora 



 
Prep A Noah L  For being respectful and helpful towards his peers and teacher.  Keep it up,  
     Noah! 
Prep F Matteo R  For identifying a range of rhyming words. Well done superstar! 
Prep K Emilia V  For coming to school with a smile on her face, ready to learn. 
Prep N Ella H   For her positive approach to learning. Well done, Ella! 
Prep S Isaac B  For his willingness and confidence to answer questions in a whole class setting! 
Prep T Gabriel M  For learning how to write his name independently. Amazing! 
Prep U Luca C  For showing resilience in the classroom and approaching tasks with  
     confidence. Well done, Luca! 
Prep W Arland C  For trying hard to be a good listener. Well done, Arland! 
Year 1A Miguel A  For his wonderful poster about healthy eating. Well done, Miguel! 
Year 1B Jack B  For using his class time effectively and being organised each day. Well done,  
     Jack! 
Year 1F Matthew P  For being an attentive listener and using his time effectively in class. Well done! 
Year 1H Avisha R  For achieving her maths goal of reading, writing and making numbers to 100. 
     Well done, Avisha! 
Year 1M Delina P  For using talking marks to help her with her reading. Well done! 
Year 1S Isabella L  For being an attentive listener and for always trying her best. 
Year 1V Ellie W  For working hard and trying her best at all times. Well done, Ellie! 
Year 2B Ethan G  For showing a deep level of thinking during maths. Keep it up! 
Year 2G Kiara T  For always working quietly and being a great role model. Well done! 
Year 2I Lorenzo B  For trying his best and participating in whole class discussion. Keep it up! 
Year 2J Natalia B  For her consistent dedication to her studies and her ability to challenge herself. 
Year 2P Georgia S  For having confidence during Shared News. Well done, Georgia! 
Year 2V Michael A  For treating others respectfully and always being kind to his peers. Well done,  
     Michael! 
Year 3C Mason S  For participating in prayer reverently as he prepares for the Sacrament of  
     Reconciliation. 
Year 3D Matteo T  For being ready and focused during learning times and for always trying his  
     best. Well done, Matteo! 
Year 3K Sarafina W  For always using her manners. 
Year 3M Anne C  For her fantastic responses to questions based on the scripture stories of The  
     Prodigal Son & Zacchaeus. Well done, Anne! 
Year 3R Caeli C  For successfully paraphrasing a text in her own words.  Well done! 
Year 3S William T  For actively trying his best to achieve his goals! 
Year 4A Lilly M  For trying her best to complete all learning tasks daily. 
Year 4C Jessica T  For striving hard to reach all of her goals in every lesson. A fantastic effort! 
Year 4D Nicholas O  For always following directions. Well done and keep it up! 
Year 4J Adon A  For always being a fantastic role model in Year 4J. 
Year 4N Estelle G  For demonstrating resilience and confidence. Well done! 
Year 4S Lucas G  For being kind to others. 
Year 5A Evelyn M  For working hard and enthusiastically in Literacy. 
Year 5F Sandra S  For consistently getting on with her work without need for prompting. 
Year 5H Kiara C  For approaching all your learning with a positive attitude. Well done! 
Year 5K Andrew Y  For always trying his best and working to build his vocabulary. 
Year 5P Sebastian B For being constantly courteous and polite in all his interactions. 
Year 5T Sophia D  For approaching learning goals with a positive attitude. 
Year 6F Telia S  For taking the initiative to ask for help and double check her understanding in  
     Maths. Well done, Telia! 
Year 6G Stephanie B For her insightful contributions to class discussions. Keep it up Stephanie! 
Year 6J Fadi A  For using good manners when interacting with others. 
Year 6M Viyan P  For completing his work to the best of his abilities and helping others around 
     him who are in need. 
Year 6O Ruby H  for delivering a confident and engaging presentation. Well done! 
Year 6W Jonathan S  for his contributions to our class discussions during our Leadership workshop. 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS 



Pupil of the Week 
  

  Prep  Sanika M (PU) 

  Year 1 Johan A (1S) 

  Year 2 Owen P (2P) 

  Year 3 Elena G (3D) 

  Year 4 Ava L (4J) 

  Year 5 Lana S (5H) 

  Year 6 Leon A (6M) 

Keys To Life Award 
 Prep  Ned B (PU) for Persistence 

 Year 1 Milla G (1S) for Organisation 

 Year 2 Carina M (2P) for Organisation 

 Year 3 Ryder J (3D) for Resilience 

 Year 4 James K (4C) for Persistence 

 Year 5 Rachel T (5P) for Organisation & Getting Along 

 Year 6 Oliver A (6M) for Organisation 

 
Special Congratulations go to: 

Luis F (4D) and Katherine C (5K) 

who have attained a Gold Badge.  

  
Congratulations also to the following children who have recently been awarded Blue 

Badges:   

Joanna C (5H), Leonardo M (3R), Julian C (4J), Scarlett Rose S (5K), Monique H (4D), 

Chloe A (2V), Luke D (4C), Claire B (1H), Lucia V (1B) and Macen N (1M). 
 
 


