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Dear Parents,

THANK YOU
I am overwhelmed with the support and praise from our School Community. When
I have spoken to any prospective parents who are interested in sending their
children to our school they always refer to a family they know that has said great
things about St. Francis. I thank you for your endorsement.

A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE
As we near the end of Term, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
following people for their hard work and support:
•
Our Year 6 children who have done an impeccable job in leading the school.
•
The Year 6 children who gave up their Saturday to lead families around the
school on tours for our Open Day.
•
The parents and grandparents who helped at our Working Bee.
•
To our Maintenance men who keep our grounds safe and clean.
•
The Parents’ Association who continue to fundraise for our school.
•
The staff at St. Francis for their hard work and dedication to the children.
•
The school community for their support and for speaking so highly about our
school.
•
And finally, thank you to all the beautiful children who bless our school with
smiles and laughter every day.

FOOTY DAY
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Last week we celebrated
Footy Day. The children
certainly enjoyed wearing
their footy/soccer/netball
colours to school.

YEAR 3 RECONCILIATION
Congratulations to the children of Year 3 who celebrated their Reconciliation last week. The Year 3 students and
families were reverent throughout the Sacrament and it was a pleasure to be involved. I would like to thank all our
parents and staff for supporting the Year 3 students over the last week. I would also like to acknowledge our
Religious Education Leader, John Dwyer for all his work assisting the teachers and preparing the children for the
Sacrament.

PASSION PLAY
Due to COVID restrictions the Year 6 students will not be performing the Passion Play at 12 noon
on Good Friday as we have done in the past.
To provide parents of Year 6 students with the opportunity to view the live performance, we have
scheduled an additional performance outside school hours for those parents who wish to attend.
This will be on Monday, 29th March 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm (Only 1 Parent from each Year 6 family can
attend) Please book online at https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au Access Code : j3rst
The revised days and times for the outdoor presentation of our 2021 Passion Play are as follows:
Tuesday, 30th March 10 am — 11 am:
Prep, Year 1, Year 4 & Years 2J and 2P
Tuesday, 30th March 1 pm — 2 pm:
Year 2B, 2I, 2G, 2V, Year 3 & Year 5
We are looking forward to celebrating this powerful liturgical event as we journey together towards the Easter
season.

HOT CROSS BUNS
These will be distributed Tuesday 30th March. Thank you to our Parents’ Association for organising this.

PARENT HELPERS IN THE CLASSROOM
At this point in time, we have not organized parent helpers in the classroom. I am waiting for approval from Head
Office. As soon as they give us the go ahead we will begin the parent helper program immediately.

HOT FOOD DAYS
This year we are aiming to streamline our Hot Food Day procedures. Order forms for both planned hot food days
(two per term) will be sent home at the beginning of each term. Forms for both hot food days will need to be
returned at the beginning of the term. This will make it easier for the Parents’ Association as they will only need to
count and collate orders once a term. Hot Food Days scheduled for Term 2 will be as follows: Friday, 21st May &
Friday 18th June.

2022 PREP ENROLMENTS
Enrolment Forms are available from the School Office for Prep 2022. Current families are asked to collect your
enrolment package from the office or phone them to have one sent home. New families can contact the office and
an enrolment pack will be mailed. To assist our planning it would be appreciated if existing families can lodge
enrolments this week.

WINTER UNIFORM TIMELINE
Children are expected to change into their Winter uniform at the commencement of Week 4—Term 2 (Monday 10th
May), however parents are invited to use their discretion as weather dictates over the next month. The children
are not required to wear their school hats in Term 2.

SCHOOL FEES
A reminder to all families who are paying fees via instalments that the first instalment was due on Friday 19th
March 2021.
Please note that fees can be paid at the school office, by completing the remittance advice at the bottom of your
statement and returning to the finance department for us to process, or alternatively you can pay fees via internet
banking. School bank details are on the top right hand corner of the statement.
If you have any queries in relation to fees please contact Mary or Anne on 9407 3100.

END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS
Term 1 will conclude on Thursday 1st April at 1 pm. (Good Friday, 2nd April is a Public Holiday)

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS AND VACATION CARE
The Out of School Hours Care Program will be operating on the last day of Term (Thursday 1st April) until 6 pm.
Vacation Care will also be happening during the holidays. A Flyer setting out the details of the program has been
sent home. Please contact OSHC if you have any queries.

BEGINNING OF TERM 2
The children will commence for Term 2 on Monday 19th April at 8.45 am.

2021 SACRAMENTAL DATES
I would like to advise parents of the following dates for 2021 First Holy Eucharist and Confirmation. Below is a
schedule of these for your reference.

First Eucharist—2021—Year 4
Year 4D
Year 4J
Year 4A

Saturday 1st May—11.30 am
Sunday 2nd May—3 pm
Sunday 16th May—1 pm

Year 4S
Year 4C
Year 4N

Sunday 2nd May—1 pm
Saturday 15th May—11.30 am
Sunday 16th May—3 pm

Year 3D
Year 3R
Year 3K

Sunday 6th June—1 pm
Saturday 19th June—11.30 am
Sunday 20th June—3 pm

First Eucharist—2021—Year 3
Year 3C
Year 3M
Year 3S

Saturday 5th June—11.30 am
Sunday 6th June—3 pm
Sunday 20th June—1 pm

Confirmation—2021
Year 6O & 6G
Year 6J & 6W
Year 6F & 6M

Friday 27th August—7 pm
Sunday 29th August—1 pm
Sunday 29th August 3 pm

KEY ENROLMENT DATES FOR YEAR 5 STUDENTS IN 2021 - CATHOLIC SECONDARY
COLLEGE ENROLMENT (STUDENTS STARTING YEAR 7 IN 2023)
If your child is currently in Year 5 (2021) now is the time to enrol for a place at a CATHOLIC secondary college for
the 2023 academic year. Below are some important dates to be aware of:
Key Enrolment Dates for our current YEAR 5 students (2021) for Catholic Secondary Enrolment

•
•
•
•
•
•

Term 1 - January 2021: Applications open for Year 5 students commencing Year 7 in 2023
Term 3 – 20th August 2021: APPLICATIONS CLOSE
Term 3 – 3rd September 2021: Principals exchange a full list of applications with neighbouring colleges,
including parish of residence
Term 3 – 17th September 2021: Principals exchange a full list of applications with neighbouring colleges,
identifying proposed offers and non offers
Term 4 – 22nd October 2021: Offers posted to prospective Year 7, 2023 applicants
Term 4 – 12th November 2021: Final date for families to accept offer made by the school.

Should you wish to enrol your child in a government secondary school, this will be facilitated through the transition
coordinator in 2022 when your child is in Year 6.
For transition enquiries please email (Brooke Brennan, Transition Coordinator)
bbrennan@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au and she will be happy to assist you.

Congratulations Mia!
Congratulations to Mia G (Year 1F) Mia recently cut her hair for her
variety charity raising $2,834 to go towards helping families purchase
wigs for their children.

Wedding Congratulations!

Congratulations to Teresa DiGiulio on her recent marriage to Marcelo and also to Renee Pitruzzello who married
Joe on the weekend. We send our best wishes to the happy couples.

God bless,

Mark Basile
Principal

Parents’ Association News
Thank you to all the parents who supported the Parents’ Association in Term 1.
It has been a fantastic start to the school year with great support. I’ve enjoyed meeting new parents and hope to
see you in Term 2.

Thank you for your support for our Hot Cross Bun drive. We have received 427
orders. The buns will be sent home on Tuesday 30th March.

Thank you to our coordinators have done an amazing job Mel Carroll, Rita Pisani & Vicki Vidinopoulos (Easter Raffle) and Sandra Katsaros (Hot Cross Buns)

Coming up in Term 2 we have



Mother’s Day stall, Tuesday 4th May, 2021
Hot Food days, Friday 21st May, 2021 and Friday 18th June, 2021—Yum! (mark these dates in your
calendar):

Have a Happy Easter and an enjoyable holiday.
Katy Weng
On behalf of the St Francis of Assisi Parents’ Association

CALENDAR DATES
FOR
THE NEXT FORTNIGHT

Monday March 29

Prep PMP

Monday March 29

Passion Play performance for Year 6 parents (6.30—7.30 pm in the Church)

Tuesday March 30

Passion Play (under the shade sails) for all Preps, Year 1, Year 4, 2J & 2P
(10 am)

Tuesday March 30

Passion Play (under the shade sails) for remaining Year 2, Year 3 & Year 5
(1 pm)

Thursday April 1

End of Term 1 (1 pm finish)

Monday 19th April

Beginning of Term 2

Monday 19th April

Year 6 Parliament House Incursion

Tuesday 20th April

Year 6 Cyber Safety Incursion

Tuesday 20th April

Year 6 Parliament House Incursion

Wednesday 21st April

Year 4 Immersion Day

Thursday 22nd April

Year 6 Parliament House Incursion

Thursday 22nd April

Years 3 & 4 First Eucharist Family Evening (7 pm)
Year 3 families in the Church; Year 4 families in the Hall

Friday 23rd April

Year 6 Interschool Sport (Trials)

Friday 23rd April

Year 6 Parliament House Incursion

Friday 23rd April

Year 5 Debating

Print this page and place it on
your fridge

COMMISSIONING OF OUR 2021 F.I.R.E.
CARRIERS
The F.I.R.E (Friends Ignite Reconciliation Education) Carriers initiative at St
Francis of Assisi promotes Reconciliation throughout our school community
and allows students and teachers to engage with and create awareness
around significant dates, symbols and people of our shared history. On
Monday 15th March, we commissioned six students and Mr Kent, who will
be leading this wonderful initiative in 2021. This ceremony took place at our
Year 5 F.I.R.E Carriers Assembly.
Congratulations to our 2021 F.I.R.E Carriers:
Adrian L (Year 5A)
Lea Q (Year 5F)
Beatrice N (Year 5K)
Belinda P (Year 5K)
Aiden C (Year 5P)
Tesmaria J (Year 5P)
We look forward to seeing these students work in collaboration with their peers and teachers to bring to life the
indigenous culture, signs and symbols in our school.

If you have any queries or questions about the learning and teaching practices at St Francis, please feel free to
contact me on 9407 3100 or via email at christina.padula@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au
Christina Padula
Leader of Learning and Teaching

RE News
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
As we enter Holy Week, the most important week of the Catholic year, we are reminded of the incredible faith,
sacrifice, strength and love Jesus showed as he unveiled the face of God to all of humanity. Yesterday we
celebrated Palm Sunday the day when Jesus was welcomed and embraced by a community of believers.
Scripture tells us that they welcomed him, waving palms and shouting:
“Hosanna, Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!”
Throughout Holy week, the sentiment toward Jesus started to turn from joy to suspicion and even to anger from
some in the community. Despite this Jesus continued his mission of proclaiming the Good News of God’s
presence, mercy and unconditional love for us. He gathered with his closest friends on Holy Thursday, sharing a
meal and encouraging them to live lives of humility and service. He called for them to be witnesses of God’s
great love across all nations and to all people.
Jesus also encouraged his disciples to be spiritually nourished and united with God through the regular breaking
of bread - the reception of Holy Eucharist. On Good Friday, Christ’s faith in God and his love for humanity was
evident for all to see as he was condemned to death and crucified on the cross. Through the Glory of God,
several days later Christ rose-conquering death and bringing salvation, joy and hope into the world. On Easter
Sunday, we will gather as a family of faith to open our hearts to the joy, hope and salvation that the Easter
season promises each one of us.
As we begin our collective journey through Holy Week for 2021, let us be like those who welcomed Jesus with
shouts of “Hosanna” and take a moment to reflect on how we welcome Christ into our lives and how often we
welcome Christ into our hearts and homes.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation - Restoring and Strengthening our Relationship with God.
Our congratulations are extended to all the Year Three students who received the sacrament of Reconciliation for
the first time last week. The ceremonies were prayerful, powerful and a beautiful expression of God’s love and
forgiveness. It was also wonderful to see so many parents and family members in attendance to add to the
excitement of the ceremonies.
Reconciliation is a powerful and life-giving sacrament- not only do we feel a sense of great peace and joy when
we experience forgiveness, but we are also gifted with great serenity and strength when we forgive those who
hurt us. The emotions of joy and pride were definitely evident in the faces of the students after receiving the
sacrament last week and were also reflected in the faces of the many parents in attendance.
Reconciliation has the power to draw us closer to God and others. In our times of turmoil and tragedy, the
opportunity to experience the peace that reconciliation brings is a most precious gift from God. As Fr Anthony
explained to parents at our recent family evening “the first to ask for forgiveness is the bravest, the first to
forgive is the strongest and the first to forget is the happiest”.

Our Easter Journey
As our term draws to a close, I would like to acknowledge the amazing efforts of our Year Six students who have,
throughout the term, shown great leadership and commitment to our Good Friday Passion Play. This year due to
ongoing COVID-19 protocols the Year Six students will not present the Passion Play for parishioners on Good
Friday as we have done in previous years. They will, however, be presenting the Passion Play to their parents
tonight, Monday, 29th March from 6.30 pm — 7.30 pm in the Church.
Students will also be presenting the Passion Play to the staff and students under the shade sails on Tuesday,
30th March at the following times:
10 am — 11 am: Prep, Year 1, Year 4 & Years 2J and 2P
1 pm — 2 pm:

Year 2B, 2I, 2G, 2V, Year 3 & Year 5

RE News
I extend my gratitude to all families for their support and patience in regard to the COVID-Safe modifications to
our Passion Play presentations throughout the term. I also wish to express our collective thanks to the Year Six
staff and students for the diligence, dedication and positivity they have all shown throughout the term in
preparation for this special liturgical event.
To celebrate the joy of Jesus’ resurrection and the gift of new life which the Easter season promises, a digital
prayer service will be facilitated by classroom teachers within their classrooms during Week 1 of Term 2. The
service has been developed with the assistance of our RE captains and several of our Prep classes.
First Holy Eucharist
We are also filled with great anticipation as Term Two draws closer. May and June promise to be very exciting
months for the Year Three and Year Four students who will be preparing to receive their First Holy Eucharist. This
week all Year Three students will receive an information pack which will include important details and materials
related to their First Eucharist. The pack will contain a letter outlining important reminders for families, order
forms for photos and DVDs, stole embroidery order forms as well as the Sacramental Smartphone with lanyard. I
ask that all parents take time to familiarise themselves with this information in order to support their child on
their sacramental journey.

TIME TO PRAY

God bless,
John Dwyer,
Deputy Principal / Religious Education Leader

Library News
As Term 1 draws to a close may we say how delightful it has been to see the students
borrowing books again.
Just a note regarding Library bags. All students are required to have a Library bag to
borrow books. Can you please make sure that your child has a clearly named Library
bag for their session each week.
We still have quite a few students that have overdue books from last year.
Can you please check your shelves over the term break and send back these
books. Many thanks. Enjoy the Easter break. Happy Reading!
The Library Team

SPORT NEWS
Term 1 Interschool Summer Sport
On Friday SFOA hosted the BDSSA Summer Finals. We had Tennis Hotshots and Volleyball being played at our
school and Netball was played up at the Mill Park Stadium. It was fantastic to see students from a variety of
different schools using our wonderful Sporting Facilities. We had 3 Teams competing in the Summer finals, 2 in
Hotshots Tennis and 1 in Netball.
Congratulations to Our Falcons Girls Hotshots Tennis team who won their final and will be representing St Francis
at the Whittlesea Division Summer Finals in Term 4. Our Wolves Hotshots Tennis and Falcons Netball teams were
runners up. We are proud of the way all of our teams played and they lived our sporting values of Respect, Care
and Sportsmanship.

Falcons Netball A

Falcons and Wolves Hotshots Tennis

Northern Region Swimming
Recently we had many of our Swimmers compete at the
Northern Region Championships and they represented our
school with pride. It is a fantastic effort to make it through
to this level of competition. We had many members of our
swim team competing at the NMR Swimming and they all
swam great races, giving it their best.
We had two students receive a medal for their efforts.

Congratulations to Mark T, Silver Medal in the 11yr Boys
Freestyle and Alyssa V Bronze Medal in the 11yr Girls
Backstroke.
Lawn bowls is a fantastic game that is inclusive for all abilities and ages. At St Francis we have
been using the skills of Lawn Bowls in our Target games units in Phys. Ed lessons for many years.
Earlier this Term, we entered the Primary Schools Bowls Tournament. The first event was the
Whittlesea Division Bowls tournament held at Bundoora Bowls Club. Our Bowls team performed
extremely well and won the day overall which meant that we had the opportunity to play at the
North Metro Bowls competition, which was held last week at Preston-Reservoir Bowls club.
Our Team played really well again against tough opposition and their efforts throughout the day
gained them equal second place. There were some fantastic shots being played throughout the day, some even
touching the Jack! I am extremely proud of the way the team played and the Sportsmanship they showed
throughout both tournaments.

St Francis of Assisi Lawn Bowls Team 2021
Ryan T (6W), Maryna M (6O), Alexander T (6W), Rachel T (5P), Tesmaria J (5P), Samuel Y (5H), Maram J (6H),
Domenic M (6F), Mark G (6W), Nathan F (6W), Damien F (6W) and Brandon R (6F).

Brett McCarthy & Adrian Talarico, Sport Teachers

Pupil of the Week
Prep

Alexa M (PA)

Year 1

Mia G

Year 2

Milana D (2G)

Year 3

Elka F

Year 4

Chace T (4A)

Year 5

Marisa P (5T)

Year 6

Chiara B (6G)

(1F)

(3R)

Keys To Life Award
Prep

Emilia C (PA)

for Getting Along

Year 1

Daniel J (1F)

for Persistence

Year 2

Evelyn S (2G)

for Confidence

Year 3

Karam F (3R)

for Getting Along

Year 4

Christian T (4D)

for Persistence

Year 5

Andrea P (5H)

for Resilience

Year 6

Alexander H (6G) for Persistence

Special Congratulations go to:
Tahlia C (4J), Luca D (5P), Evangelyne W (4S), Emily P (3S), Lucas S (3S) and Kiara T (2G)
who have attained a Gold Badge.
Congratulations also to the following children who have recently been awarded Blue
Badges:
Archie B (1H), Vienna A (1V), Samuel V (3C), Zara N (4S), Austin M (1M), Amaya C (4S),
Shevan J (2J), Ellen L (4S), Mirelle L (5F), Luis F (4D), Victoria G (1M), Bianca I (3K),
Gabriel C (2I), Inara C (1B), Tianna D (1M), Cooper D (1M), Avah T (3C), Jessica T (4C),
Jacob M (1M), Xavier A (2P), Hannah M (4C), Cristian F (4J), Charlotte S (4J), Leanna T (3S)
and Charlotte F (3S).

PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS
Prep A
Prep F
Prep K
Prep N

Olivia L
Marli P
Kensie R
Ariana G

Prep S
Prep T
Prep U
Prep W

Milana D
Aria M
Abel J
Eliza N

Year 1A

Emma C

Year 1B

Inara C

Year 1F
Year 1H

Lachlan L
Mason M

Year 1M
Year 1S
Year 1V

Austin M
Thomas V
Vienna A

Year 2B
Year 2G
Year 2I
Year 2J
Year 2P

Ethan T
Shirley A
Evangeline K
Evie N
Aria D

Year 2V
Year 3C
Year 3D

Sebastian B
Chiara N
Jack N

Year 3K
Year 3M

Alessandra M
Joanne J

Year 3R
Year 3S
Year 4A
Year 4C

Jayden D
Methuli A
Ashley X
Ella M

Year 4D
Year 4J
Year 4N
Year 4S
Year 5A
Year 5F
Year 5H

Gabriel D
Tahlia C
Jayden S
Andre E
Liora S
Christian M
Maeve S

Year 5K

Katherine C

Year 5P

Isabel S

Year 5T
Year 6F

Brandon B
Sereana S

Year 6G

Karam M

Year 6J
Year 6M
Year 6O
Year 6W

Angelina S
Erica K
Alexandra M
Chelsea S

For her positive approach to learning and for always trying her best!
For always being happy and helpful. Well done.
For coming to school all week with a big smile on her face. Well done, Kensie!
For recording some sounds that she can hear in words when writing a recount.
Well done, Ariana!
For taking great pride in the quality and presentation of her work!
For breaking up the sounds of words with confidence. Well done, Aria!
For being a great friend and letting others play with him. Well done, Abel!
For being a motivated and independent student with a great love of learning.
Well done, Eliza!
For being a supportive member of Year 1A and always encouraging her peers.
Well done, Emma!
For always having a happy and enthusiastic attitude towards her learning. Keep
it up, Inara!
For being a fantastic worker. Well done!
For sharing his thoughtful ideas and questions during class discussions. Well
done, Mason!
For being a kind and considerate friend. Keep it up!
For his enthusiasm when sharing his learning with others. Well done, Thomas!
For her consistent determination and her ability to try her best at all times.
Keep up the good work, Vienna!
For always demonstrating excellent effort in class activities. Well done!
For being a hard worker. Well done!
For participating reverently during classroom prayer. Well done!
For making positive choices in her learning. Well done, Evie!
For seeking assistance and trying hard during all areas of learning. Well done,
Aria!
For his efforts in writing an autobiographical poem. Well done, Sebastian!
For listening carefully to instructions and always working hard on all set tasks.
For being a responsible, kind and cooperative member of the classroom who
always tries hard in his learning. Well done, Jack!
For always using her manners.
For always staying focused and trying her best in all learning areas. Well done,
Joanne!
For great counting by 2's. Well done!
For your fantastic work ethic. Well done, Methuli!
For completing her Inquiry task with detail and creativity.
For her wonderful contributions to class discussions and her efforts in her
writing pieces. Well done!
For adding detail in his paragraphs. Well done and keep it up!
For trying really hard in all areas of her learning. Keep it up!
For always demonstrating excellent effort in class activities. Well done!
For his enthusiasm, help and effort in Year 4S.
For asking clarifying questions to improve her work.
For a positive attitude and determination to excel.
For all the wonderful revising and editing she has been doing in her narrative
writing. Keep up the good work!
For managing time well to complete tasks and always trying to improve her
work.
For being a courteous class member who is always confidently contributing to
class discussions. You are a star, Isabel!
For showing resilience in completion of class tasks. Well done!
For demonstrating resilience and persevering with a challenging Maths task.
Well done, Sereana!
For demonstrating determination and persistence when practising his Maths
skills.
For her detailed responses during novel study discussions.
For being focused and organised with class work and homework.
For always being a positive, polite and enthusiastic class member.
For her conscientious and hard working attitude to all areas of learning.

