
St. Francis of Assisi Primary School 
312 Childs Road, Mill Park.   3082 

 

Telephone:  9407.3100 
 

email:  principal@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au 
17th May, 2021   Newsletter No. 15    

Dear Parents, 

 

YEAR 6 AT CAMP MANYUNG 
Our Year 6 campers thrived and survived – thank you to all the staff that gave of their time to make the camp 

possible, especially Brett McCarthy, Brooke Brennan and Veronica Spiteri who were there for the whole week.  

The children were kept busy with the many activities Camp Manyung has to offer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EUCHARIST CELEBRATIONS 
Congratulations to the children of Year 4C, Year 4A, and Year 4N who celebrated their First Eucharist over the 

weekend. Having only a class at a time and limited numbers has meant the church was comfortably full and the 

Year 4 students and families were able to enjoy a reverent and pleasant celebration. I would like to thank all our 

parents and staff for supporting the Year 4 students over the last fortnight. In particular, I would like to 

acknowledge our Religious Education Leader, John Dwyer for all his work assisting the teachers and children. 

  

BRIGHT SPARKS – STABLES KINDERGARTEN 
In partnership with the Stables Kindergarten we have 

introduced a Pre-school Program called “Bright Sparks”. 

Teachers and LSO’s from the school run Literacy and 

Maths workshops for the children at the kinder on a 

weekly basis.  

 

Here is a photo of Scarlet completing her Bright Sparks 

homework with her sister Hannah who is in Year 1 at St. 

Francis. 

 

  

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST SURVEY 
Thank you to those mothers who chose to answer the survey we sent out to our families. I thought you all might be 

interested in the results. 

  

Our Mother's Day Parent Preference Survey demonstrated that: 

• 96.5% of our mothers attended the breakfast on either Thursday or Friday. 

• 82.5% of mothers preferred the setup in the classrooms compared to the hall. 

 

We will have to decide what our community prefers for our breakfasts moving forward. 

 

PLAIN CLOTHES DAY / HOT FOOD DAY - FRIDAY, 21ST MAY  
Our first Plain Clothes / Hot Food Day will occur on Friday, 21st May. The Parents’ Association will be cooking 

sausages for the children. If you are free on the day, could you please come in and help for a couple of hours. It is 

only fair that we share the load as all the children in the school benefit.  

 

PARENT HELPERS MEETING  
We are looking to begin our Parent Helpers Program at the beginning of Term 3. 

If you are interested in being a parent helper, you are welcome to come along to a Parent Helper Meeting and 

become a part of a team of Parent Helpers in Prep to Year 6.   
  

The Meeting will be held on 18th June from 2.20 pm  to  3.20 pm in the Community Room. 
  

You will need to attend this session before working in classrooms. Parent Helpers who have attended this session 

previously need not attend, although you are most welcome, and can begin to work in classrooms at the 

beginning of Term 3. Please see the class teacher to make suitable arrangements.  Please fill out the form below 

and return it to the School Office if you would like to attend.  (Please note, parents are required to have a current 

Working With Children Check to be a parent helper in the classrooms).   

 

PARENT HELPERS MEETING 
  

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE  
   

I will be attending the Parent Helpers Meeting on Friday 18th June 

  

Name:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

  

Contact Number: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

  

 My Child is in Grade: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



SCHOOL FEES 
For families paying school fees via 3 instalments are advised that Statements have been issued last week.  The 

second instalment is due Friday 4th June 2021.  If you have any questions in relation to fees please email Mary in 

the finance office:  accounts@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au 

 

2022 PREP ENROLMENTS 
Father Anthony and I are nearing the end of all our interviews for our new families.  If you know of any new families 

who are thinking of enrolling at St. Francis for 2022 please encourage them to put in an application as soon as 

possible. Enrolments close 21st May, 2021. 

Enrolment Forms are available at the school office and current families are asked to please submit an enrolment 

form as soon as possible so we can start accounting for how many places we have to offer for our new families.  

  

SEASONS PROGRAM 
Our Seasons Program will begin this week. Seasons is a peer support program for children and young people who 

are experiencing grief and loss in their lives.  The loss may be the result of a death, separation or divorce.  Seasons 

is a 9 week program which will be run by Mr. John Dwyer and Ms. Ruth Lees. The program will take place during 

school time where the children will be withdrawn from their classroom to work in a small peer group with children 

of similar age for approximately 45 minutes.  If there are any families wishing to take up this opportunity, please 

pick up a permission form from the office and return as soon as possible.  Any queries please do not hesitate to 

contact John Dwyer.  

  

WINTER UNIFORM TIMELINE 
The children are now expected to wear their Winter uniform. The children are not required to wear their school hats 

this Term. 

 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY – TUESDAY 25TH MAY 
Please note that there will be a Pupil Free day, Tuesday 25th May.  On this day the staff will be evaluating data 

gathered on each individual student and assessing their needs for their future learning. Staff will also be planning 

and gathering data to implement programs for their NCCD documentation which is collected by the Education 

Department in August. This documentation ensures the ongoing support for our students provided by the Learning 

Support Officers.  This Semester, as we have done previously, student reports will be paperless and will be 

available through our Parent Portal on Compass.  

  

The Out of School Hours Care Program will be operating on this day.  Please contact OSHC if you would like to use 

this program on the School Closure Day (Please note, if you wish to use this service your child/ren need to be 

registered in the OSHC program). 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
Thank you for your support in ensuring that your child/ren is wearing the correct school uniform. All children should 

now be wearing the full winter uniform. This includes black leather shoes for all students from Year Prep - 6 (not 

black runners) and long trousers for students in Prep — Year 5. In recognition that it is the Year 6 student’s final 

year at St. Francis and many of them are growing out of their clothes very quickly, Year 6 children are permitted to 

wear trousers or shorts during Winter.  

 

PREP BUDDY DAY 
This will take place on Thursday 24th June.  Half of the Year 6 & Prep children will do activities together with their 

buddies during the morning and then will have a sausage sizzle to share.  The second half of the Year 6 & Prep 

children will begin with a sausage sizzle and will then do their activities together after lunch. A note will be sent 

home later clarifying the time and the groupings of the children.   All Year 6 and Prep parents are invited to come 

along and meet your child’s buddy. 

   

MESSAGES TO THE CLASSROOMS 
Parents are reminded that the office staff are unable to pass messages on to children during the day (unless it is 

an urgent message).  Please ensure that your children are clear regarding pick-ups at the end of the day.  

Interruptions to the classrooms need to be kept to a minimum so I ask for your cooperation in this matter. 

  

SICK CHILDREN COMING TO SCHOOL 
I have noticed some students attending school who are ill.  Could I please ask that if your child is not 

well to keep them at home. It is not fair to expect a child who is unwell to participate in learning 

activities and I am also conscious of them spreading their illness throughout the class.   

mailto:accounts@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au


YEAR 3 – FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST DATES  
First Eucharist—2021—Year 3 

Year 3C:  Saturday 5th June  11.30 am  Year 3D: Sunday 6th June  1 pm 

Year 3M: Sunday 6th June  3 pm   Year 3R: Saturday 19th June 11.30 am 

Year 3S: Sunday 20th June  1 pm   Year 3K: Sunday 20th June  3 pm 

 

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND) 

If you hold a valid means tested health care card or are a foster parent, you may be eligible for Camps, Sports & 

Excursion Fund (CSEF). The annual CSEF amount for primary school students is $125.00. The CSEF is paid directly 

to your child's school to be used towards camps, sports and excursion expenses for the benefit of eligible students. 

The card must be valid as at 19th April 2021. Parents can obtain a form from the school office or download a form 

from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef.  The school can accept applications up to 24th June 2021 however parents 

are encouraged to lodge their form early. We are unable to accept late applications. The school also requires a 

copy of your current health care card. 

 

KEY ENROLMENT DATES FOR YEAR 5 STUDENTS IN 2021 - CATHOLIC SECONDARY 

COLLEGE ENROLMENT (STUDENTS STARTING YEAR 7 IN 2023) 
  

If your child is currently in Year 5 (2021) now is the time to enrol for a place at a CATHOLIC secondary college for 

the 2023 academic year. Below are some important dates to be aware of: 

  

Key Enrolment Dates for our current YEAR 5 students (2021) for Catholic Secondary Enrolment 

  

• Term 1 - January 2021: Applications open for Year 5 students commencing Year 7 in 2023 

• Term 3 – 20th August 2021: APPLICATIONS CLOSE 

• Term 3 – 3rd September 2021: Principals exchange a full list of applications with neighbouring colleges, 

including parish of residence 

• Term 3 – 17th September 2021: Principals exchange a full list of applications with neighbouring colleges, 

identifying proposed offers and non offers 

• Term 4 – 22nd October 2021: Offers posted to prospective Year 7, 2023 applicants 

• Term 4 – 12th November 2021: Final date for families to accept offer made by the school. 

  

Should you wish to enrol your child in a government secondary school, this will be facilitated through the transition 

coordinator in 2022 when your child is in Year 6. 

For transition enquiries please email (Brooke Brennan, Transition Coordinator) 

bbrennan@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au and she will be happy to assist you.  

 

  

God bless, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Basile 

Principal 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
mailto:bbrennan@sfmillpark.catholic.edu.au


Year 2  —  Yarra Valley Water Watchers Incursion 

“How does the environment fuel us?  

How do we fuel the environment?” 
 

 

The Year 2 students enjoyed spending time with Adrian from Yarra Valley Water. The students participated in a 

wide range of fun activities, experiments and games, designed to build their water saving knowledge. 

 

The children all came away from the incursion with a greater understanding about why it’s so important to save 

water and all the different ways we can do it from both inside and outside our homes. 

 

“ I learnt that when we wash our clothes we need to make sure our washing machine is filled up to the very 

top.” (Zara, 2P) 

 

 

“I learnt that our showers should be only 5 minutes to save water. The best part of the incursion was when I 

became a water watcher.” (Gabriel, 2I) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from around the Grades 



  

CALENDAR DATES  

FOR 

THE NEXT FORTNIGHT 

Monday May 17 Year 6 Parliament House Incursion 

Monday May 17 Year 3 First Aid Training with St. John’s Ambulance 

Monday May 17 Prep PMP 

Tuesday May 18 Cross Country  

Thursday May 20 Prep W to Kew Traffic School 

Friday May 21 Hot Food / Plain Clothes Day 

Friday May 21 Year 6 Sport  (9 am  -  11 am) 

Friday May 21 Year 5 Debating 

  

Monday May 24 Prep PMP 

Monday May 24 Prep K to Kew Traffic School 

Tuesday May 25 SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 

Wednesday May 26 Year 4 students to Loyola  (9.15 am  -  12.30 pm) 

Thursday May 27 Beginning of Reconciliaton Week 

Friday May 28 Year 6 Sport  (9 am  -  11 am) 

Friday May 28 Year 5 Debating 

Print this page and place it on  
your fridge 



 

Hot Food Day / Plain Clothes Day — Friday 21st May 
 

Orders needed to be returned last Friday.  If you would like to place an order please do so immediately. 

 

Helpers—Still Needed! 
As our next Hot Food day is this Friday 21st May we need helpers on the day to cook and to distribute the 

sausages and treats to the students.  Parents are asked to start after morning drop off and will continue until 

approximately 1 pm. 

  

If you are able to help please text Maria Tolani on 0412 583 828 with your contact details and the time you can 

help (e.g. 9 am - 11 am, all day, etc.)  Please remember to present your Working With Children Check at the 

School Office prior to arrival.  

  

Remember being a big school we need all the help we can get and the kids love it when they see their parents 

helping out. 

 

 

Katy Weng 

On behalf of the St Francis of Assisi Parents’ Association  

Parent’s Association News 



Pupil of the Week 
 Prep   Dion M  (PW) 

 Year 1  Felix T  (1B) 

 Year 2  Mila B  (2G) 

 Year 3  Michael M (3R) 

 Year 4  Baylen B  (4A)  

 Year 5  Noah B  (5K) 

 Year 6  Alexandra M (6O) 

Keys To Life Award 
  Prep  Joseph L (PW) for Persistence 

  Year 1 Sienna L (1B) for Confidence 

  Year 2 Eva J (2G) for Organisation 

  Year 3 Iza M (3R) for Confidence 

  Year 4 Ava H (4S) for Persistence 

  Year 5 Reilly L (5A) for Confidence 

  Year 6 Rocco R (6O) for Persistence 

 Special Congratulations go to: 

Lucas T (2B), Danijela Z (4S), Aidan P (5H), Julian C (4J), Domenic M (2J), Lucas S (2B) 

and Ivy U (3D) 

who have attained a Gold Badge.  

  
Congratulations also to the following children who have recently been awarded Blue 

Badges:   

Kensie R (Prep K), Maya K (5K), Isaac B (Prep S), Jamie Y (Prep S), Xavier G (5T), 

Andrew A (3K), Ellie M (2B), Julia R (Prep N), Serena R (Prep N), Kevin S (5H),  

Georgia M (4S), Lincoln B (3C), Zavier M (Prep N), Nycan Q (1A), Evie-Rose P (Prep S), 

Tayden P (2G), Luca D (5P), Grace M (1H), Mia S (2J), Jamie S (2P), Vienna A (1V), 

Elena M (1S), Evelyn M (5A), Ethan T (2B) and Hannah R (1A). 
 
 



Prep A Nickolas T  For trying his very best formulating learnt lowercase letters.  Keep it up,  
     Nickolas! 
Prep F Sophia T  For trying her best to sound out words when writing. Excellent work! 
Prep K Christina T  For always being helpful to others in Prep K. 
Prep N Adam I  For taking the time to teach a classmate all about tally marks. Well done, Adam! 
Prep S Amelia F  For forming her learnt letters neatly and correctly. Well done! 
Prep T Christabel R For having a great go at sounding out words when writing. Well done! 
Prep U Liz S   For working hard to sound out words during our InitiaLit lessons. Keep up the  
     great work! 
Prep W Georgia K  For using great strategies in her writing such as, to stretch out the sounds in  
     words when writing her words. Well done, Georgia! 
Year 1A Marcus F  For always having a positive attitude towards learning. Well done, Marcus! 
Year 1B Isabel N  For being a kind and caring friend to all those in 1B and for her hard work in  
     Writing this Term. Amazing effort Isabel! 
Year 1F Jullio G  For having a go with challenging tasks. Well done! 
Year 1H Isaac D  For working hard to be an attentive listener in class discussions. Well done, 
     Isaac! 
Year 1M Jewel J  For showing empathy towards her classmates. What a fabulous role model! 
Year 1S Luka P  For a great improvement with his writing. Well done, Luka! 
Year 1V Mia Y   For trying her best and working hard. Well done, Mia! 
Year 2B Lucas S  For making a huge effort to re-read and edit his writing. 
Year 2G Adam T  For always completing his work on time. Well done! 
Year 2I Elisa L  For always participating and having a go during class discussions. Well done! 
Year 2J Joshua N  For his consistent dedication to his studies and his ability to challenge himself.  
     Well done, Josh! 
Year 2P Jade F  For displaying excellent editing skills in her writing. Well done! 
Year 2V Piper C  For being a caring and helpful member of our class. Well done, Piper! 
Year 3C Alex M  For his insightful and thought provoking responses to our shared text on 'Meet  
     the ANZACS'. 
Year 3D Harper S  For displaying a great knowledge of 2 times tables facts. Well done, Harper! 
Year 3K Miguel M  For being an excellent friend. 
Year 3M Sebastian A For regularly contributing interesting ideas to whole class discussions. Well  
     done, Sebastian! 
Year 3R Leonardo M For maintaining focus during Stamina Reading. Well done! 
Year 3S Methuli A  For her insightful and emotional journal entry in writing. 
Year 4A Olivia T  For staying focused to complete tasks during class learning. Keep it up! 
Year 4C Alyssa B  For always trying her best in all areas of learning. Keep up the wonderful  
     efforts! 
Year 4D Lucy D  For always striving to do her best in class. Well done and keep it up! 
Year 4J Jackson S  For working hard on his extension in Maths.  Keep it up! 
Year 4N Cristian A  For showing determination when solving equations and using a variety of  
     strategies. 
Year 4S Silvia B  For her enthusiasm and effort with her work and joining in and contributing to  
     discussions. Well done! 
Year 5A Adrian C  For his fantastic work ethic. 
Year 5F Natasha J  For her continuous efforts to improve her work day by day, everyday. 
Year 5H Francis J  For asking clarifying questions. Well done! 
Year 5K Michael C  For giving things a go and keeping a positive attitude. 
Year 5P Youssef N  For being enthusiastic about learning and always staying positive when having  
     a go at challenging tasks. Great effort, Youssef! 
Year 5T Alisha X  For consistently remaining focused and on task during class tasks. Well done! 
Year 6F Sienna M  For consistently working well in class and striving to set a high standard for  
     herself. Well done, Sienna! 
Year 6G Noel M  For always striving to achieve his best, keep up the great work! 
Year 6J Jade F  For giving everything a go while at camp with a smile on her face and for not  
     giving up on the tree top challenge. Fantastic Jade! 
Year 6M Charlotte H  For behaving and participating excellently at camp and assisting Mr Mellere  
     with everything he's needed since returning from injury. 
Year 6O Maryna M  For always completing her work to a high standard. Keep up the great work! 
Year 6W Katia V  For her confidence and resilience shown on camp.  

PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS 


